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Rebel strike at U.S. base
in Mosul kills 19 Gls

At least 20 dead as explosion rocks crowded dining hall
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U.S. soldiers help a wounded comrade after urgent attack on a dining facility during lunchtime Tuesday at Forward Operatin; Msnl. ials said more than
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Capsized water taxi: A water taxi
that flipped over in Baltimore’s Inner
Harbor in March in a sudden storm

had too much weight aboard, according
to a federal report.

Five passengers were thrown from the Sea-
port Taxi vessel and died when it capsized in
winds exceeding 50 mph.

The National Transportation Safety
Board, in a report released Monday, said op-
erators of the 36-foot Lady D followed pas-
senger limits set by the Coast Guard, but out-
dated weight estimates were used.

Michael Jackson trial: A judge denied a
defense bid to delay Michael Jackson’s child
molestation trial, saying it would be “a huge
step backward” and clearing the way for the
trial to begin next month as planned.

In Santa Maria, Calif, Judge Rodney S.
Melville also refused to dismiss the case for
what his defense lawyers had argued was

“vindictive pmyecuhon and outrageous gov-
ernment conduct.”

Jackson attorney Robert Sanger had asked
Melville to postpone the trial. The trial was

==x What's new with old

Filipino actor’s death: Tens of thousands of Filipinos on Tuesday filed past the casket of

Fernando Poe Jr. on the eve of his funeral, paying last respects to the actor-turned-presiden-
tial candidate who came to symbolize the aspirations of this country’s poor. Authorities in the
Philippines said security would be tight during an expected massive burial procession early

Wednesday. Poe’s

low, Susan Roces, asked mourners not to turn the funeral into a politi-

scheduled to begin Jan. 31.

Suspected Mafia graveyard: Remains re-
cently discovered buried in a suspected
Mafia graveyard in Queens, N.Y., were
those of two mob captains who were mur-
dered in 1981, the FBI said Monday.

An investigation by the FBI's Evidence
Response Team and the city medical exam-
iner determined the victims were Bonanno
crime family captains Philip Giaccone and
Dominick Trinchera, said Pasquale D’A-
muro, head of the bureau’s New York office.

Ohio voting machine investigation: Elec-
tion officials in Hocking County, Ohio,
watched as a technician repeated a repair
he had made to a vote tallying computer,
then announced they had found no evidence
of any sort of tampering, despite a congress-
man’s request for an FBI probe.

Observers, including a Green Party repre-
sentative who had sought a presidential re-
count, agreed the procedure did not alter the
Election Day vote total in the county, Hock-
ing County Prosecutor Larry Beal said.

Dick Clark’s health: TV personality-pro-
ducer Dick Clark will spend Christmas, and
perhaps New Year’s Eve, in a hospital where
he’s recovering from a mild stroke, his
spokesman said Tuesday.

cal event. Poe, 65, died of a stroke last week without conceding May's presidential election.
His supporters still contend they were cheated by President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo.

Clark, who suffered the stroke Dec. 6, is
out of the intensive care unit and “doing
some rehab,’ licist Paul Shefrin.

He will remain hospitalized through Christ-
mas, and he will be watching his New Year’s
Eve speclal either from his hospital bed or at
home in Malibu, Calif., Shefrin said.

Seattle church-abuse lawsuits: The
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Seattle has
agreed to pay $1.8 million to settle 12 claims
of sexual abuse by priests, the majority in-
volving a former pastor at several churches
in the area.

Eleven of the settled cases involved the
Rev. James McGreal, who was banned from
the ministry and lives in a supervised
church facility in Missouri.

The 12th claim involved the Rev. David
Jaeger, who admitted in the mid-1990s that
he inappropriately touched a 13-year-old
boy at a youth camp in 1978. Jaeger is on ad-
ministrative leave.

Business

AOL m case: Federal prosecutors and
a former America Qnline software engineer

have negotiated a tentative plea agreement
over charges he stole more than 92 million
e-mail addresses and sold them to Internet
spammers, according to two people familiar
with the case

Jason Smathers, 24, of Harper’s Ferry,
W.Va,, was scheduled to appear Tuesday in
court, In exchange for a guilty plea by
Smathers to violating the U.S. “Can Spam”
law, prosecutors will recommend a fine and
up to two years in prison, according to one
person familiar with the agreement.

World

New Afghanistan Cabinet: President
Hamid Karzai will demand that all mem-
bers of his new Cabinet renounce their citi-
zenship in any other country, despite a con-
stitutional loophole that would allow them to
serve for an interim period, his spokesman
said Tuesday.

Many of Afghanistan’s political elite have
acquired U.S. or British nationality while liv-
ing abroad during more than two decades of
near-constant warfare. Some have been reluc-
tant to give up their status, earning criticism
that they lack faith ih Afghanistan’s future.
Stories and photo from

ire services

For home delivery, call DSN
225-4505 (Japan)
721-7140 (Korea)

645-2010 (Okinawa)

Y IN STRIPES

Zama ITT I

i's Sapp

~

0ro-Sno

ow, Festival Tin

Experience one of 1‘he world s largest snow] exhibitions --- only an hour and half fro

g
. :
?ﬁ‘ _

N . Sapporo an even more charming place to visit this winter!

Abhy, Annie’s Mailbox A )
::nenca-:‘ Roundup . L Tl Book your trip with us! Packages still ava:lahle'

lassitied . 4
Comics % “ﬂﬁmﬂi LA Choose from Pre-snow festival tour: February 4 - 6
Crossword e e .~ | - Opening ceremony tour: February 5 - 7
:msn-- 17 Dy Soceons oty s 2 3 ongolan G20 k&@@&, Deluxe snow festival tour: February 6 - 8
L:tr‘(:ls:ope Proceeds Support Your Local Zama MWR

P PHONE:;
Srivion ST e Ban T ) e nerea
Wi 40| GRSy 571740 (T Anewvoring machine D
Weather 27 E-. travel@umaltt.com -g,gg;l& A %T

See the astonighingly huge and beautiful replicas of fafous
architecture displpyed on 10 blocks of Odori Park and at two othgr near
by sites. A different theme is featured every year. You'll find yourself
mesmerized by the sheer beauty of the ice and the warm frienfiliness of
Saporro. A variety of entertainment and food stalls at the

okyo!

ites make




Thursday, December 23, 2004

- STARS AND STRIPES -

3 ) PAGE 3

Subway

Coming soon to
a base near you

BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — Join-
ing locations in Camp Foster on Okinawa
and Iwakuni Marine Corps Air Station in
Japan, new Subway restaurants are to ap-
pear soon on several other installations.

On Jan. 6, a new Subway is to open at
Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, said Louis
Schelp, Navy Exchange District Food Op-
erations manager.

“Eventually, we'll have two at Yokosu-
ka. This one is in Building G-59 in the

Street Food Court. After this one,
the next will be opened in Sasebo and
then one at Atsugi Naval Air Facility,” he

G Subway, in

the Bayside Food Court, is to begin in
‘ebruary.

“Today the contractor was down at
Bayside looking at the site,” Sandra Fran-
Klin, Sasebo NEX general manager, said
late Monday afternoon.

The Yokosuka Subway, as well as Sub-
ways at several other locations, will re-
place Robin Hood sandwich shops, a con-
cept developed by the Army and Air
Force Exchange Service.

Construction of the Yokosuka Subway
“is slated for February and March. It
should be open before the arrival of our
fleet,” she added. Three ships operating
from Sasebo — USS Harpers Ferry, USS
Essex and USS Juneau — may return
from deployment in the North Arabian
Gulf shortly thereafter.

Schelp said Subway comes with strong
brand recognition and a popular menu,
including some health-conscious sand-
wiches and wraps.

“We are also going to offer breakfast in
the new Subway opening in Yokosuka. It
won't be the traditional bacon-and-eggs
breakfast, but it will feature special
breakfast sandwiches and the like. We'll
see how that goes,” he said.

Iwakuni Marine Corps Air Station’s
Marine Corps Community Service de-
partment opened a Subway in the Cross-
roads Mall this summer in a position also
once occupied by a Robin Hood, a base
spokeswoman said.

At Misawa Air Base on northern
Japan, Subway will replace the Robin
Hood in the food court near the main ex-
change. While remodeling for Subway,
AAFES also plans to expand the adjacent
Baskin-Robbins ice cream shop, accord-
ing to base officials. Work on Subway is
to begin in early spring 2005.

The Subway at Misawa is the only one
AAFES plans to open on mainland Japan
at this time, said Sgt. 1st Class Amanda
Glenn, AAFES spokeswoman.

n Okinawa, a Subway opened in
Camp Foster in November 2003. AAFES
plans to open four more on Okinawa in

5, an exchange spokeswoman said.
The first to open is to be in the Olympic
Shoppette on Kadena Air Base, she said;
it’s tentatively scheduled to open in Feb-
ruary or March.

There is no specific schedule, the
spokeswoman said, but camps Courtney
and Kinser are to get Subways and Fos-
ter is to get a second one.

Brenda Borland from the AAFES gen-
eral manager’s office in South Korea said
a Subway will open in February in the
new BX mall at Osan Air Base and anoth-
er at Camp Carroll.

‘Two Subways already operate at bases
on the peninsula, including one at Camp
Humphreys and another at Yongsan Gar-
rison’s Dragon Hill Hotel.

Fred Zimmerman, Jennifer H. Svan and Teri
Weaver contributed to this report.
E-mail Greg Tyler at: tylerg@pstripes.osd.mil

Survey respondents want USFK
to get tough on sexual offenders

BY JOSEPH GIORDONO
Stars and Stripes
Harsher punishment for sex-assault of-
fenders and separate barracks for male
and female troops were two

Instead, USFK provided a “snapshot” of
the results.

More than half of those surveyed recom-
mended separate barracks for male and fe-
male servicemembers, USFK said. The

tions U.S. Forces Korea received from an
online sexual assault survey it conducted
earlier this year.

The survey, posted on the military’s In-
tranet system in June, sought data on the
number of incidents, perceived causes and
possible prevention measures of sexual as-
sault.

“This survey was conducted for USFK
by the 8th Army Inspector General’s of-
fice,” read a command response to a Stars
and Stripes request for the full survey and
its results. The command refused to re-
lease the full results of the survey, but said
the information collected “continues to be
a source of valuable information in ongo-
ing command attention” to the subject.

‘Army regulations state “fact-finding doc-
uments such as surveys are not released
without approval from the U.S. Army In-
spector General. The restriction is to pro-
tect the privacy and conﬁdemlallty of
those providing information.”

Stars and Stripes has submitted a re-
quest to the Army Inspector General at the
Pentagon for a release of the full report.

majority of

“needs to be harsher, applled quicker,
equal no matter of rank, and publicized,”
USFK said.

In short, “the system needs to be more
effective.”

The majority of servicemembers also
“want their leaders to regularly check bar-
racks and check areas soldiers frequent,
both on and off post, and be more visi-
ble/available to soldiers,” USFK said.

Without releasing the number of survey
responses, USFK said the responses were
75 percent male and 25 percent female.
More than half of the respondents were
under the age of 31.

Soldiers completed 52 percent of the re-
sponses; Air Force personnel 44 percent;
and Navy and Marines four percent. The
ranks split almost evenly into thirds for cat-
egories between E-1 and E-4, E-5 and E-6,
and E-7 to 0-6, USFK said.

Survey respondents asked for extended
hours for services such as gyms, base ex-

USFK also said the survey results didn’t
influence a Dec. 1 decision to raise the
legal drinking age for USFK personnel
from 20 to 21.

“Leadership was already considering
that measure, based on trend analysis,”
the USFK statement read. “The survey rec-
ommendation does support the decision.”

Earlier this month on his radio call-in
show, USFK Command Sgt. Major Troy
Welch said the drinking age was raised in
part because alcohol was involved in most
sexual assault cases; in many instances,
Welch said, victims were afraid to report
incidents because they were underage and
drinking at the time.

USFK said it was considering another
survey as part of their future efforts to pre-
vent sexual assaults.

“We plan to use a variety of methods, in-
cluding surveys, interviews, sensing ses-
sions and document reviews in the months
ahead to continue studying this issue as
the work of various leadership groups con-
tinues to focus on this important area,” the
statement read.

“Continued leader emphasis and train-
ing will have the greatest impact towards
increasing awareness, knowledge, and pre-
vention.”

changes, movie theaters, activ-
ities centers and buses.

E-mail Joseph Giordono at:
giordonoj@pstripes.osd.

Members of the South
Korean navy salute while
the Korean national
anthem is played during
welcoming ceremonies
Sunday on Guam for
three ships participating
in the Republic of Korea
Navy Cruise Training
Force.

FRANK WHI
Special to Stars and Stripes.

S. Korean training ships visit Guam

Commander welcomes area residents aboard at last stop on 21,000-mile cruise

BY FRANK WHITMAN
Special to Stars and Stripes

GUAM — About 30 members of Guam’s
Korean community, including South Ko-
rea’s consul general to Guam, Byung Kuck
Jhung, got a taste of home this week when
the visiting Republic of Korea Navy de-
stroyer Yangmanchoon hosted them dur-
ing a ceremony Sunday morning.

The ship, with mine laying ship Wonsan
and supply ship Hwachoen, were on
Guam for their 10th and final stop of a
99-day training cruise that’s to have cov-
ered more than 21,000 miles.

“Guam is strategically a very critical
area as far as the military is concerned,”
said Rear Adm. Sung-Gyue Oh, command-

er of the Cruise Training Force, speaking
through an interpreter. “It’s close to Korea
and many Korean immigrants have come
to here to live. It's very meaningful for us
to visit Guam.”

Crewmembers, including 175 midship-
men, took part in activities at every port
visit, including the commemoration of the
140th anniversary of Korean immigration
to Russia in Vladivostok, a similar 100th
anniversary celebration in Mexico and a
multicultural fair in Los Angeles.

“Our mission and concern is to encour-
age the Korean immigrant societies and
also through diplomatic military relations
to build friendship with visiting coun-
tries,” said Oh.

On Guam, Oh and his staff paid courtesy
visits to Rear Adm. Arthur J. Johnson, com-
mander, Naval Forces Marianas; and Guam
Governor Felix Camacho. They also held a
brief wreath-laying ceremony at Guam’s Ko-
rean War Memorial in Hagatna. Members
of the local community, including the Kore-
an Association of Guam, toured the ships
and attended a reception hosted by Oh.

The ships were to depart Guam on
Thursday, arriving in South Korea on Dec.
29. Upon their return, the midshipmen are
to be commissioned.

“It’s an important part of our program to
raise our young generation in response to
the strategic changes and concerns of the
U.S.,” Oh said. “This is why we visited the
different places to sludy and give them in-
sight into world affairs.”
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Naval leaders in
Guam award new
services contract

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

Navy leaders in Guam have
awarded a new $420 million ser-
vice contract to a joint venture of
three companies, replacing Ray-
theon, the contractor responsible
for services for the past five
years, officials said.

The new 10-year contract will
provide support in 16 areas, in-
cluding port services, facnlmes
management, ordnance and pub-
lic safety, said Naval Forces Mari-
anas spokeswoman Lt. Arwen
Consaul.

It was created to keep up with
Guam’s expanding Navy pres-
ence and new support and service
needs. Morale, Welfare and Rec-
reation and food services from
restaurants and concessions are
not included, she added.

Navy leaders awarded the con-
tract to Day and Zimmerman
Group, Parsons Infrastructure
and Technology Group, and SKE
Support Services.

The cost-plus-award-fee con-
tract pays a base amount each
year with the option for bonuses
for exceptional work in each of
the 16 areas. Military officials
will evaluate the work monthly.

“Each area has military offic-
ers that oversee that particular
functional area,” Consaul said.

The 10-year estimated total
cost is $423,453,152, according to
a Navy release.

‘The contract can be renegotiat-
ed after a one-year base period,
which starts in March, following
athree-month turnover from Ray-
theon, Consaul said.

The new contract replaces a
five-year-old Raytheon contract,
created when the Navy began out-
sourcing many services to civil-
ian contractors.

Civilian

were

hired to replace sailors working
in several areas, such as public re-
lations, galley food service and
supply, to improve efficiency and
cut costs.

Consaul said it is up to the in-
coming contractor to determine
how many civilian contractor jobs
will remain and who will ill those
positions.

Officials at Raytheon would not
disclose how many employees or
contractors they currently em-

ploy.

The new contract was negotiat-
ed to replace an outdated one, not
because of anything to do with
Raytheon, Consaul said.

“We're steadily growing with
personnel and commands,” Con-
saul said. “The contract needed to
be reviewed and updated.”

As the Navy presence steadily
expanded on Guam, more servic-
es were needed. The Navy now

Mochi makers

Iwakuni teens win scholarships

Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

Chief Master Sgt. Franklin Smith, 35th Fighter Wing com-

mand chief at Misawa Air Base, Japan, pounds “mochi” with
a wooden mallet while his wife, Terry Smith, looks on during
an annual ceremony Monday at the Japan Air Self-Defense

made by poun
“mochigome,” a special type of cooked glutinous rice. It is
a Japanese custom to eat mochi during the holiday season.

Force dining facility at Misawa. Mocl

The Marine Corps Community Services
Youth and Teen Center at Iwakuni Marine
Corps Air Station, Japan, announced Tues-
day that two base teens won $1,000 Presiden-
tial Freedom Scholarships.

The Presidential Freedom Scholarship
program spotlights service, leadership and
citizenship by students. The Iwakuni Youth
and Teen Center, an affiliate of Boys & Girls
Clubs of America, nominated Thomas Will-
iamson, presently at Morehouse College in
Atlanta, and Jazman M. Thompson, a senior
at Matthew C. Perry High School in Iwaku-
ni, for their outstanding leadership and ser-
vice.

Both teens dedicated time and efforts to
the Iwakuni community.

In addition to the scholarship, the two will
receive certificates from President Bush
and a student service gold pin.

New Year’s Eve Bash in Ilwakuni

IWAKUNI MARINE CORPS AIR STA-
TION, Japan — The New Year’s Eve Bash
and Tournament at the Bowling Center is
planned for 8 p.m. until 2 a.m. on Dec. 31.

The bash features food and refreshments
including turkey, ham and all the trim-
mings. Miller Beer is providing numerous
prizes and gift certificates. Organizers plan
a drawing for door prizes.

The tournament is open to the first 70
bowlers with SOFA status, and tournament
players finishing first through third win priz-
es. The cost is $25.

Call DSN 253-4657 or 253-3495 for more
information.

From staff reports

hosts three and a

Coast Guard cutter, as well as
many port visits each year.

The Base Operations Support

contract was put to bid through
the Naval Facilities Engineering
Command electronic solicitation
Web site and received seven of-
fers, according to a Navy state-
ment.
Some of the contract compa-
nies currently work with the
Navy or military. Day and Zim-
merman provides logistics and
support to the Military Sealift
Command and operates a ware-
house on Guam, according to the
company’s Web site.

Parsons helped design and
build the Guam International Air-
port and is helping to disarm
bombs at Andersen Air Force
Base.

SKE Support Services holds
several defense department con-
tracts.

E-mail Jullana Gitter at:
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Call home for less this holiday season

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN
AND HANA KUSUMOTO
Stars and Stripes

Calling home for the holidays just got a bit cheap-
er for some phone customers in mainland Japan and
Okinawa.

KDDI Corp. has reduced calling rates from on
base to the United States from 6 yen to 5 yen a
minute. Calls to the States — in doliars — now cost
about 5 cents a minute. A two-hour call to mom or
dad on Christmas Day would cost about $6 instead of
§7.20.

‘The real savings, though, is on calls on base to cellu-
lar phones anywhere in Japan. They now cost 13 yen
(about 13 cents) per minute instead of 17 yen (about
17 cents) per minute.

The rates went into effect Dec. 1 at Camp Zama
near Tokyo, Misawa Air Base in northern Japan and
on Okinawa bases, said Shinsuke Kurita, Tokyo re-
gional sales department managing director for KDDI
Okinawa Corp. The price change was rolled out at

G THE FOR|

SEOUL ¥19,500 1/3-1/31  MON&TUE
HONG KONG  ¥35,500 1/9-1/31  SUN-FRI
BANGKOK ¥35,000 1/7,14.21
m LOS ANGELES ¥39,000 1/11-1/21
A2 EAST COAST R
12124 ST cOnNST,  ¥59,500 1S3t SUNTHU

TIwakuni Marine Corps Air Station in southern Japan
Oct. 1 and at Yokota Air Base Nov. 1, Kurita said.

KDDI Corp. does not service Navy bases.

The corporation wanted to reduce its calling rate to
the States in time for the holidays, Kurita said, be-
cause that’s when many customers make internation-
al calls.

“The price drop for calling cell phones from
on-base phones was dropped significantly since use
of cell phones have spread,” Kurita said. He noted
that KDDI doesn’t adjust its prices regularly, though
the company tries to reduce rates at “effective times”
such as the holidays.

Officials said they didn’t know how long the new
rates would be in effect.

Calls to cell phones in Japan will be charged 6.5
yen at 30 second increments, said Airman 1st Class
Gabriel Ruiz of Misawa’s 35th Communications
Squadron. Before, customers using any portion of a
minute were charged for the entire minute.

E-mail Jennifer H. Svan at: svanj@pstripes.osd.mil
£-mail Hana Kusumoto at: kusumotoh@pstripes.osd.mil
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RICHMOND (VA.) TIMES-DISPATCH/AP

A hole in the roof of a tent at Forward Operating Base Marez lights the smoke moments after an attack on a
dining facility Tuesday in Mosul, Iraq. U.S. officials said at least 20 people were killed and 57 were wounded
in the attack, occurring as troops had just sat down for lunch.

U.S. base in Mosul attacked

19 GIs among
at least 20 killed;
57 hurt in attack

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Nineteen U.S.
soldiers were killed in an attack
on a U.S. and Iraqi base near the
northern city of Mosul, the U.S.
military said.

Three other soldiers of un-
known nationality also died, a mil-
itary spokesman said in Baghdad.

It was the deadliest single inci-
dent for U.S. troops since the
start of the war in Iraq.

The explosion ripped through a
mess tent at a military base near
Mosul where hundreds of U.S. sol-
diers had just sat down to lunch,
officials said.

A radical Muslim group, the
Ansar al-Sunnah Army, claimed
responsibility for the deadliest at-
tack on a U.S. base in Iraq.

quarters in Baghdad, said 19 U.S.
troops were Kkilled, along with
three other soldiers of unknown
nationality, and that 57 people
were wounded. Lt. Col. Paul Hast-
ings, however, said about 20 peo-
ple died, including 14 American
troops, and about 60 were in-
jured.

“The number is very chaotic,
we've had different numbers,”
Hastings said.

The dead included U.S. mili-
tary personnel, U.S. contractors,
foreign national contractors and
Iragi army, said Brig. Gen. Carter
Ham, commander of Task Force
Olympia in Mosul.

The attack came the same day
that British Prime Minister Tony
Blair made a surprise visit to
Baghdad and described the ongo-
ing violence in Iraq as a “battle
between democracy and terror.”

Officials could not break down
the toll of dead or wounded
among the groups. Reports also
differed as to the cause of the
blast at the camp, Wh]Ch is based
outside the

Casualty ~reports
throughout the day, with military
officials and others giving con-
flicting figures.

Lt. Col. Steven Boylan, spokes-
man for the Coalition Press Infor-
mation Center, the military head-

Sunni
Muslim _city aboul 220 miles
north of Baghd:

Halllburton spokeswoman
Wendy Hall said seven of the
dead were from its KBR subsid-
iary or its subcontractors. Halli-
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burton and its subcontractors
have lost 62 personnel while per-
forming services under contracts
in the Kuwait-Iraq region, she
said.

The base, also known as the
al-Ghizlani military camp, is used
by both U.S. troops and the inter-
im Iraqi governments security
forces. It also is used by members
of the Stryker Brigade, based at
Fort Lewis, Wash., a military offi-
cial said.

Although officials initially said
rockets or mortar rounds struck
the camp, Hastings said it was
still under investigation.

“We do not know if it was a mor-
tar or a place explosive,” he said,
descnbmg it as a “single explo-
sion.”

Bill Nemitz, a columnist with
the Portland Press Herald embed-
ded with the Maine National
Guard’s 133rd Engineer Battal-
ion, told CNN there was a con-
crete dining hall under construc-
tion that was supposed to be fin-
ished by Christmas.

The Ansar al-Sunnah Army
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack in a statement on the Inter-
net. It said the attack was a “mar-
tyrdom operation” targeting a
mess hall in the al-Ghizlani camp.

Ansar al-Sunna is believed to
be a fundamentalist group that
wants to turn Iraq into an Islamic
state like Afghanistan’s former
Taliban regime. The Sunni Mus-
lim group claimed responsibility
for beheading 12 Nepalese hostag-
es and other recent attacks in
Mosul.

‘I can’t hear,” one
soldier cried out

Editor’s note: Jeremy Redmon,
a Richmond (Va) Times-Dis-
patch reporter embedded with
U.S. troops, was at Forward Oper-
ating Base Marez when it came
under attack.
BY JEREMY REDMON
Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE MAREZ, Iraq — It was a
brilliant, sunny day with blue
skies and warmer than usual
weather in the northern Iraqi city
of Mosul.

Hundreds of U.S. soldiers had
just sat down for lunch in their
giant chow hall tent.

It was about noon Tuesday
when insurgents hit their tent
with a suspected rocket attack,
killing at least 20 people, includ-
ing two soldiers from the Rich-
mond-based 276th Engineer Bat-
talion. Fifty-seven people were re-
ported wounded; civilians may
have been among them.

The force of the explosions
knocked soldiers off their feet and
out of their seats. A fireball envel-
oped the top of the tent, and shrap-
nel sprayed into the men.

Amid the screaming and thick
smoke that followed, quick-think-
ing soldiers turned their lunch ta-
bles upside down, placed the
wounded on them and gently car-
ried them into the parking lot.

Medics rushed into the tent and
hustled the rest of the wounded
out on stretchers.

Scores of troops crammed into
concrete bomb shelters outside.

Others wobbled around the tent
and collapsed, dazed by the blast.

“I can’t hear! I can’t hear!” one
female soldier cried as a friend
hugged her.

Near the front entrance to the
chow hall, troops tended a soldier
with a gaping head wound. Within
minutes, they zipped him into a
black body bag. Three more bod-
ies were in the parking lot.

Soldiers scrambled back into
the hall to check for more wound-
ed.

The explosions blew out a huge
hole in the roof of the tent.

Puddles of bright red blood,
lunch trays and overturned tables
and chairs covered the floor.

Sgt. Evan Byler, of the 276th,
steadied himself on one of the con-
crete bomb shelters. He was eat-
ing chicken tenders and macaroni
when the bomb hit. The blast
knocked him out of his chair.
When the smoke cleared, Byler
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took off his shirt and wrapped it
around a seriously wounded sol-

er.

Byler held the bloody shirt in
his hand, not quite sure what to do
with it.

“It’s not the first close call I
have had here,” said Byler, a Fau-
quier County, Va., resident who
survived a blast from an impro-
vised explosive device while
riding in a vehicle earlier this

year.

Byler started walking back to
his base when he spotted a soldier
collapse from shock on the side of
the road. Byler and Lt. Shawn
Otto, also of the 276th, put the
grieving soldier on a passing pick-
up truck.

The 276th, with about 500
troops, had made it a year without
losing a soldier and is preparing
to return home in about a month.

“We almost made it. We almost
‘made it to the end without getting
somebody killed,” Otto said.

At least two other soldiers with
the 276th were injured, but it was
not clear how serious their
wounds are.

Mayj. James Zollar, the unit’s act-
ing commander, spoke to more
than a dozen of his officers in a
voice thick with emotion. He
urged them to keep their troops fo-
cused on their missions.

“This is a tragic, tragic thing for
us, but we still have missions,” he
told them. “I’s us, the leaders,
who have to pull them together.”

Zollar eventually turned the
emergency meeting over to Chap-
lain Eddie Barnett. He led the
group in prayer.

“Help us now, God, in this time
of this very tragic circumstance,”
Barnett said. “We pray for your
healing upon our wounded sol-
diers.”

With heads hung low, the sol-
diers trudged outside. They had
work to do.
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Gitmo interrogators may have posed as FBI

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon is in-
vestigating new allegations by a civil liber-
ties group that military interrogators at the
U.S. prison at Guantanamo Bay posed as
FBI agents while using abusive techniques
to question detainees.

The American Civil Liberties Union re-
leased e-mails that showed FBI officials
disapproved of the practice and

Pentagon investigates ACLU claims

Pentagon spokesman Bryan Whitman
said posing as FBI agents is not on a list of
interrogation methods approved by De-
fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld.

The White House denied a suggestion in
an FBI e-mail dated May 22 that Bush per-
sonally signed off on certain interrogation

inan ive order. The FBI

the military interrogators posed as FBI
agents in part to take advantage of the rap-
port the FBI had established with some de-
tainees at the prison.

The e-mails, obtained under the Free-
dom of Information Act, also describe
some harsh interrogation techniques and a
suggestion they were approved by Presi-
dent Bush — a charge the White House vig-
orously denied.

declined comment.

The military operation at Guantanamo
Bay has come under increased scrutiny as
former prisoners have alleged they were
tortured. The Pentagon maintains it runs a
humane operation there, and says all alle-
gations of abuse are investigated.

The ACLU’s latest disclosures primarily
constitute e-mails between FBI officials
whose names the government removed be-

fore releasing them. In several, the writers
describe and criticize various interroga-
at

around him, loud music being played and a
strobe light flashing.

Another Guantanamo prisoner has, in a
court petition, described  detainees
wrapped in Israeli flags, among other alle-
gations. At the time, a Guantanamo Bay

tion techniques they say they
Guantanamo.

In one of the e-mails message, dated
from August, the writer reports more
than once witnessing prisoners chained
to the floor in a fetal position, with no food
or water. They had often soiled them-
selves.

On one occasion, the

denied his

While military interrogators are per-
forming much of the questioning at Guan-
tanamo, the FBI and CIA also have opera-
tions there.

Anthony Romero, executive director of
the ACLU, say the FBI documents contin-
ue to show the U.S. government was “tor-

room was lowered so much the hareﬁ)oted
detainee shivered. In another, the room
was so hot the detainee had pulled out
some of his hair before passing out.

In one e-mail, the writer described see-
ing a “detainee sitting on the floor of the in-
terview room with an Israeli flag draped

turing i in some instances” and
demonstrates a major rift between FBI
agents and the military over proper interro-
gation techniques.

“There was real concern within our law
enforcement community about whether
we are torturing individuals,” Romero
said.

One SEAL acquitted, second put on probation in abuse cases

BY SETH HETTENA
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — A Navy SEAL
has been acquitted of charges
that he beat a handcuffed and
hooded terror suspect who later
died, while a second commando re-
ceived probation for assaulting an-
other prisoner, attorneys for the
men said

The first SEAL, a first-class

petty officer, was found not guilty
of assault and dereliction of duty
‘Thursday in a nonjudicial proceed-
ing known as a captain’s mast, his
attorney, Jeremiah Sullivan, said
Monday.

The other a sec-

lic, were held before SEAL Capt.
James O’Connell at Naval Special
Warfare Command in Coronado,
outside San Diego.

The Navy has not released the
names of the accused SEALs and a
Na

ond-class petty officer, was con-
victed Friday of assault and re-
ceived six months probation, said
his attorney, Milt Silverman.

Both hearings, closed to the pub-

said privacy
laws prevented him from. com
menting. The two were members
of SEAL Team Seven, based in
Coronado, and were involved in
joint CIA-special forces missions.

The first SEAL was accused of
punching and kicking prisoner Ma-
nadel al-Jamadi and appearing in
a photo in which the hooded and
handcuffed detainee was allegedly
humiliated.

Al-Jamadi, a suspect in the
bombing of a Red Cross facility,
was captured during a CIA-spe-
cial forces mission in November
2003 and died a short time later in
Abu Ghraib prison outside Bagh-
dad.

The second SEAL was accused
of trying to subdue a detainee dur-
ing a CIA interrogation by putting
him in a headlock. The detainee
was suspected of supplying explo-
sives and weapons to insurgents at-
tacking U.S. troops in Iraq,

The SEAL was cleared of charg-
es of appearing in a photo taken in
December 2003 in which another
hooded and handcuffed terror sus-
pect was allegedly humiliated.
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Polls: Americans support staying in Iraq

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Despite growing
doubts, most Americans still support keep-
ing U.S. military troops in Iraq until the
country is stabilized, according to polls re-
leased Monday.

More than half — 56 percent — say the
United States should keep troops in Iraq
until it is stable, according to a poll by the
Pew Research Center for the People & the
Press. Forty percent said troops should be
brought home as soon as possible.

That’s about the same level of support
that Pew has found all year for keeping
troops in Iraq until it’s stabilized. An ABC

Post poll got i

the same results.

&k Even for critics of the decision to go to war, pulling
out is seen as further increasing risks of terrorism
and raising the threat to the United States.¥

“Even for critics of the decision to go to
war, pulling out is seen as further increas-
ing the risks of terrorism and raising the
threat to the United States,” said Andrew
Kohut, director of the Pew Research Cen-
ter.

Four in 10 said they approve of the way
the United States has handled the situation
in Iraq, while almost six in 10 disapprove,

Andrew Kohut
Pew Research Center director

according to a CNN-USA Today-Gallup
poll. A year ago, almost two-thirds ap-
proved of the way Iraq was being handled.
Half in the Gallup poll say the situation
is worse than a year ago, while 20 percent
say it’s better. People were evenly divided
on whether more troops should be sent to
Traq to help with upcoming elections.
About four in 10, 42 percent, in the ABC

News-Washington Post poll said they ap-
prove of Bush’s handling of Iraq, while 57
percent disapprove. Six in 10 said the elec-
tions scheduled for late January should be
held on schedule, even though most say
Iraq is not ready for the elections to be
held.

The Pew poll of 2,000 adults was taken
Dec. 1-16 and has a margin of sampling
error of plus or minus 2.5 percentage
points, larger for subgroups. The Gallup
poll of 1,002 adults was taken Dec. 17-19
and the ABC-Post poll of 1,004 adults was
taken Dec. 16-19.

Both the Gallup and ABC polls have a
‘margin of sampling error of plus or minus
3 percentage points.
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BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Lawyers
handling refunds in the First
Command Financial Planning
case have received hundreds of
e-mails in the past week regard-
ing the payouts, mainly from
troops serving overseas.

‘Wayne M. Secore, the attorney
administering the restitution pro-
gram, said his staff is working to
respond to those soldiers and
other affected by the case as
quickly as possible.

But troops have until March
15 to recoup their losses, which
he said leaves plenty of time for
officials to handle the requests.
In addition, that deadline can be
extended if troops can’t file in
time because of unusual hard-
ship, such as serving in a combat
zone, he said.

Last week, First Command
agreed to refund about $4 million
to certain customers who bought
mutual funds from the firm be-
tween 1999 and this year.

The company mostly caters to
military personnel, and securities

investigators accused them of
misleading investors about ser-
vice charges in their systematic
investment plans.

The company no longer offers
those investments, officials an-
nounced last week.

First Command’s other finan-
cial services — such as life insur-
ance and banking programs —
were not affected by the settle-
ment.

The refunds will be available
only to customers who bought
and sold their systematic invest-
ment plans between 1999 and
this year, Secore said.

Financial company flooded by e-mails

Eligible individuals should be
receiving letters detailing how to
obtain the payouts in the next
few weeks.

Secore said troops with addi-
tional questions can contact him
at secore@secorewaller.com.

Investors who still hold their
First Command plans may be eli-
gible for arbitration to recover
certain service fees.

Those claims will be handled
through the National Association
of Securities Dealers, the broker-
age industry’s self-policing orga-
nization.

E-mail Leo Shane at:
shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Coffee in
self-heating
can to hit
shelves soon

BY PATRICK DICKSON
Stars and Stripes

Workers in the United States
often see their morning commute
as a battle.

Soon theyll have technology
similar to what the military is

JEREMIAH JOHNSON/Courtesy of the LS. Army

Soldiers of Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 24th Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division Stryker Brigade Combat Team run past a
Stryker vehicle during Operation Indy in Mosul, Iraq, on Nov. 11.

Officials look to give Stryker a face lift

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Army officials learned
some important lessons when its first Stryker
Brigade Combat Team deployed to Iraq this
fall that are helping the 172nd Stryker Bri-
gade Combat Team from Wainwright, Alaska,
due to go into the country next summer.

Soldiers have suggested small improve-
‘ments that have already been made, such as
new seat belts and interior hand-holds.

But there are larger issues still at stake,
such as shaving the vehicle’s weight, its poten-
tial to rollover and trap soldiers, and whether
the current “cage” armor is effective, critics
say.

‘Army leaders recently attempted to change
such impressions by holding a media video
teleconference with a dozen Stryker com-
manders from four locations.

Lt. Col. Steven Townsend, commander of
the 3rd Brigade, 2 Infantry Division who
spoke from Fort Lewis, Wash., called the
Stryker “a heck of a vehicle.”

“Soldiers know this vehicle is not perfect,
they do know and believe it’s the best vehicle
available and they have it to use today,”
Townsend, whose was the first Stryker Bri-

gade Combat Team to deploy to Iraq, in Octo-
ber 2003, said during the roundtable.

Commanders at the 172nd Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, which is due to go into the
country next summer, are busy using lessons
learned from the first Stryker brigade in Iraq,
brigade commander Col. Michael Shields said
during the roundtable.

The lessons learned from their predeces-
sors “are really helping,” Shields said.

Many of the lessons are simple, such as the
need for additional handholds welded inside
the Stryker.

Commanders in Iraq also realized that the
original seat belts were not long enough to ac-
commodate a soldier wearing the new individ-
ual body armor and other bulky items on his
person.

With the seat belts uncomfortably tight, sol-
diers simply were not strapping in while the
vehicle was moving, commanders said, in-
creasing the danger during collisions, explo-
sions or rollovers.

‘With new seat belts, the problem has been
solved Fuller said.

in Iraq also that
Lhe Stryker’s “bird cage” slatted armor was
not making the common armored vehicle
issue of rollovers, even worse.

The armor, designed to defeat rocket pro-
pelled grenades, acts like a baseball catcher’s
mask: the explosives bounce off or do damage
to the armor, not the vehicle.

The cage armor also is sufficiently effective
to withstand most improvised explosive devic-
es, or IEDs, and RPGs, another question
raised by critics in the past, Army leaders
said.

Lt. Col. Gordie Flowers, commander of 2nd
Battalion, 3rd Infantry Regiment, said during
his year in Iraq, more than 50 percent of his
Strykers were hit with rocket propelled gre-
nades and IEDs, “the No. 1 and No. 2 weapons
used against us,” with no resulting fatalities.

The slat armor may be effective, but at
4,500 pounds, it does unquestionably and sig-
nificantly add to the Stryker’s basic 19-ton
weight.

And weight remains a serious issue for the
Stryker brigade, which Army planners origi-
nally said would have the capability of deploy-
ment by C-130 transport aircraft, anywhere in
the world within 96 hours.

“The C-130 transportability remains “an im-
portant metric, and we’ll continue to pursue
it,” Fuller said. “We're working to reduce the
[Stryker’s] weight.”

E-mail Lisa Burgess at: i dmil

using to aid in the fight.
USA Today reported in its Mon-

day editions that beginning Jan.

can buy a

10-ounce con-

tainer of Wolf- s

gang Puck  hea, A

gourmet latte
at the store
and heat it by

using electrici-
ty or applianc-
es.

How  does
the can do it?
A single step

mixes calci- Wolfgang Puck
um oxide self-heating latte
(quicklime)

and water. It heats the coffee to
145 degrees in six minutes — and
stays hot for 30 minutes.

It's much like a technology
being tested by Natick Soldier
Systems for inclusion in Meals,
Ready To Eat. The “hot beverage
bag” is to be fielded in 2005.

The military’s version is less
bulky, is disposable and carries
no “flame signature,” that is, can-
not be detected by an enemy.

Puck is the owner of Los Ange-
les eateries Spago and Chinois.
He has licensed his name to WP
Beverage Partners, a beverage
firm. WP has linked up with On-
Tech, a technology specialist, that
designed the heating process.

Nestlé has tested a similar tech-
nology with Nescafé in Europe,
and smaller companies have test-
ed it in Asia.

“We investigated that technolo-
gy 15 years ago,” said Daine
Wood, a scientist with the Combat
Feeding Directorate in Natick,
Mass. “They used it for sake (an
alcoholic beverage) in Asia. Com-
muters got it from a vending ma-
chine on the train and had a drink
on the way home.”

Retail grocer Kroger is so con-
vinced the product will be a hit, it
will offer the cans in its 2,530
stores — and negotiated a deal to
be the only seller until mid-Febru-
ary.

“There’s nothing like it on the
market,” says John Spalding, who
oversees all coffee sales at Krog-
er, told USA Today.

The Defense Commissary
Agency could not say whether
they would try to carry the item.

Army and Air Force Exchange
Service spokesman Judd Anstey
said AAFES is in the process of
contacting the vendor to see what
the plans are for selling to other
retailers.

The Puck coffee will retail for
about $2.25.

E-mail Pat Dickson at:
- X -
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Settlers compare Gaza pullout to Holocaust

BY JOSEF FEDERMAN
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Some Jewish
settlers said Tuesday that they
will be wearing orange Star of
David patches — similar to those
the Nazis forced Jews to pin to
their lapels — in an escalation of
protests against a planned Gaza
withdrawal.

The campaign stirred an uproar
in Israel, which gave refuge to
large numbers of Holocaust survi-
vors after World War IL. About
250,000 survivors still live in Isra-
el, and mention of the Nazi geno-
cide in a public forum remains an
extremely sensitive subject.

Settler activists in Gaza said
they would distribute the orange
stars this weekend, although a
handful of Gaza residents dis-
played the badges on Tuesday.

“We want to shock the nation,”
said Miriam Freiman, a 67-year-
old Holocaust survivor who lives
in the Neve Dekalim settlement in

They succeeded quickly, touch-

$20 per person

$30 per person

Call 2

ing a raw nerve. Images of a Gaza
woman wearing the star on her
lapel ran on the front page of an
Isracli newspaper, and radio
shows discussed the settler cam-
paign nonstop.

Former Israeli Chief Rabbi Isra-
el Meir Lau denounced the initia-
tive. “Spare us this return to the
nightmares of the past and leave
the Holocaust in its proper place,”
he said. “The deliberate murder
of six million Jews is such a sa-
cred and significant thing that it
cannot be compared with absolute-
Iy anything else in the world.” Lau
is a Holocaust survivor.

The official Yad Vashem Holo-
caust memorial center urged the
to refrain from using the
"he Simon Wiesenthal Cen-

er, a human rights group that fo-
cuses on Holocaust issues, ac-
cused the settlers of cheapening
the memory of Holocaust victims.

“The Nazi term ‘resettlement’
was to take Jews from their
homes to be mass murdered.
They're trying to create imagery
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to 2005"

Supporters of the Israeli settler movement join arms Monday as they
sing following a news conference in Jerusalem. Israeli settler leaders
on Monday backed a call to resist the planned evacuation of settlements
in the Gaza Strip, comparing it to the Holocaust.

that this is the same resettle-
ment,” said Efraim Zuroff, head
of the Wiesenthal Center’s Jerusa-
lem office, who himself lives in a
West Bank settlement. “We’re not
headed to Auschwitz, with all due

Mission Firs

Sailors Always

* *

&

*

respect.”

Under Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon’s plan, Israel will withdraw
from Gaza and a small part of the
West Bank next year. The plan will
uproot about 8,800 settlers.

Arafat mourning ends

RAMALLAH, West Bank —
Marking the end of mourning
for Yasser Arafat, his emerging
successor said Tuesday that he
remains committed to a peace
deal with Israel that would pro-
duce a Palestinian state with
Jerusalem as a capital.

Mahmoud Abbas spoke at
Arafat’s old headquarters, to
which the Palestinian leader
was confined for nearly three
years until just days before his
Nov. 11 death at a Paris hospi-

tal.

Abbas, the PLO chief, is the
front-runner in Jan. 9 elec-
tions to replace Arafat as Pales-
tinian Authority president,
which would seal his status as
Arafat’s successor.

“We are standing here today
to reiterate to the world that
we are committed to the
choice of just peace, to achieve
the rights of our people,”
Abbas said.

From The Associated Press

Catholic official says
Bethlehem like a prison

BY GAVIN RABNOWITZ
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Bethlehem,
the traditional birthplace of
Jesus, has been turned into a
large prison by the separation bar-
rier Israel is building in the West
Bank, the top Roman Catholic
clergyman in the Holy Land said
Tuesday.

Delivering his annual Christ-
mas message, Latin Patriarch
Michel Sabbah also said Israelis
and Palestinians must not miss
the current opportunity for
peace.

Sabbah spoke a day after the
United Nations released a report
on Bethlehem, describing it as an
isolated town with boarded-up
shops instead of a bustling cultur-
al and spiritual center.

Urban Bethlehem, with a popu-
lation of 61,000, is surrounded by
a multitude of checkpoints and
the barrier, which is nearing com-
pletion on two sides of the town.
As a result, Bethlehem has be-
come isolated from the rest of the
West Bank and most importantly
from Jerusalem which is only a
few miles away, the U.N. report
said.

“The Israeli authorities re-
sumed the work to complete the
wall, which makes Bethlehem a
big prison,” said Sabbah after de-
livering his Christmas message.
He urged Israel to stop construc-
tion, and to halt its raids to arrest
wanted militants.

Israel says it is building the bar-
rier, which sometimes dips deep
into the West Bank, to keep out
Palestinians  suicide bombers
who have killed hundreds of Is-
raelis in the last four years of

fighting. “The fence is being built
only because of the Palestinian
terror,” said Lior Ben Dor, an Is-
raeli Foreign Ministry spokes-
man.

Ben Dor said the barrier has al-
ready stopped dozens of bomb-
ers

Palestinians say the barrier is
an Israeli attempt to grab land
the Palestinians claim for a state
and has created havoc with the
daily life for thousands of people.

“Bethlehem should be a free
city,” Sabbah, a Palestinian, told
reporters, after reading his Christ-
mas message in English and Ara-
bic. “It is a symbol of peace, a
symbol for all the Christian world
and all humanity.”

Sabbah said he hoped leaders
on both sides have the courage to
seize the opportunity for peace.
“Neither of the two peoples is con-
demned to continue offering up
its youths to death,” he said in the
Christmas message.

Sabbah said the onus was on Is-
racl.

“Palestinian leaders are now
preparing for their elections with
great caim and have adopted
plans for peace. Israeli leaders
are invited to do likewise,” Sab-
bah said.

Sabbah said that only an end to
the Israeli occupation could bring
peace.

“Ending the oppression and the
humiliation of the Palestinians
would at the same time put an
end to the fear and insecurity of
the Israelis,” Sabbah said.

The Patriarch ended with
words of hope. “Christmas is a
promise of life, joy and dignity in
the presence of God who has cho-
sen our land to be his dwelling.”
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Thais offer to prove militia claim

Bangkok says it has photos of separatists training in Malaysia

BY SUTIN WANNABOVORN
The Associated Press

BANGKOK, Thailand — Thailand’s gov-
ernment said Tuesday it has photo evi-
dence of Thai Muslim
separatists undergoing
militia training in neigh-
boring Malaysia, days
after Malaysian orticials
angnly denied such

Meanwhlle two Bud-
dhist teachers and a
local official were shot
dead in southern Thai-
land, where authorities
say more than 570 peo-
ple have been killed this
in violence connected
with a Muslim insurgen-

cy.
“We have the pictures

&k We hawve the pictures
to prove that they
claim: have militia
training in
Kelantan state. If
the Malaysian
authority wants to
have these (pictures)
for their rom-

week that Thai militants were being
trained in Malaysia without the Malaysian
government’s knowledge.

Thaksin said news reports distorted his
remarks.

Jakarta also react-
ed angrily when
Thaksin said the in-
surgents were being
brainwashed by radi-
cal ideologies from
Indonesia.

Also Tuesday, Bud-
dhist teacher Ma-
noon Kojahoon, 52,
died after he “was
shot near the school

Pattani _ province,

up truck from the district administrative of-
fice, said police Capt. Somsak Wannawak.

In a fourth attack, an unknown number
of assailants shot and injured a team of sol-
diers after they finished work building a
Muslim prayer hall in Narathiwat’s Sungai
Padi district.

Most Thais are Buddhists, but Muslims
form the majority in the country’s southern-
most provinces.

Government handling of this year’s vio-
lence in the south has drawn fire here and
abroad.

At least 85 southern Muslims died on
Oct. 25, most from suffocation or crushing
after security forces detained them after a
protest, then crammed them into trucks.

Srisompob Chitpiromsri, a professor at
southern Thailand’s Songkhla Srinakarin
Umvers\ty, said on Tuesday that govern-
has fueled the insur-

said  police Capt
Tl

ha.
In the same prov-

to prove that they have cooperation in
militia training in Kelan- . R . ince two attackers
tan state,” Thai Deputy investigating, we a  motorcycle
Interior Minister ) o kllled another Bud-
Sutham Saengprathum are pleased to give dhist teacher, Sutee
told reporters. Meeseesawat, 46, as

The southern state
borders Malaysia.

“If the Malaysian au-
thority wants to have
these (pictures)  for

in we are

them to them.y¥

Sutham Saengprathum
Thai deputy interior minister

he was driving his
‘motorcycle home
after teaching Tues-
day afternoon, said
police Col. Chairat Su-

pleased to give them to them,” he said,
without showing any of the alleged photos
or how they were obtained.

Malaysia had lambasted Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra after he claimed last

In another attack, two men on motorcy-
cle, armed with an AK-47 assault rifle, shot
to death a local Buddhist official,

Worawuth Limbuth, 32, in the Saiburi dis-
trict of Pattani, as he was driving his pick-

gency,

Srisompob said his statistics show there
were 1,253 violent incidents in the south
this year, but only 80 to 100 a year since
1993.

He placed the blame largely on Thaksin,
saying the spike in violence began after the
prime minister's government came to
power in 2001.

Srisompob also blamed the surge on the
south’s deeply rooted separatist ideology.

The Sept. 11, 2001, attacks in the United
States and the conflicts in Afghanistan and
Iraq also have bolstered the local move-
ment, he said, “paving the way for interna-
tional terrorists to secretly creep in.”

“But the government is totally deaf and
blind to these things,” Srisompob added.

Inmate escapes
by wearing twin
brother’s garb

The Associated Press

STOCKHOLM, Sweden — Brother-
ly love was put to the test this week
after two 18-year-old identical twins
swapped their clothing and traded
places so that one could escape jail.

But prison and police officials were
not impressed by the gesture when
one of the brothers, serving a
10-month sentence for assault and
robbery, walked out to freedom.

The inmate walked out of the Kro-
noberg Jail, located in the same build-
ing that houses the headquarters for
Stockholm’s police department, unde-
tected on Monday after a visit by his
twin brother. The two siblings, nei-
ther of whom were named, managed
to switch their outfits without anyone
noticing.

After visiting hours ended, the in-
‘mate walked out, pretending to be his
brother. Faced with the prospect of
spending the night in jail, his brother
admitted the ruse to prison guards.

“We knew there was a certain risk
of a mix up, so we took some mea-
sures,” said Lars-Aake Pettersson,
the jail warden. “But this was appar-
ently not enough. They managed to
dupe us.”

The only noticeable difference be-
tween the twins was a birthmark on
the face of the one doing time, but
that was taken care of with an ink
pen.

The visiting brother was ques-
tioned and released, but he could face
charges of aiding in a prison escape.

His brother? Police said he was still
on the run.
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Negishi Club 242-415

Holiday Meals

December 25

Enjoy a holiday breakfast from 0900 to 1100.
Later on, enjoy our Christmas buffet featuring
roast turkey with giblet gravy, slow-roasted ham
with raisin pineapple sauce, carved baron of beef
au jus, fried mahi mahi, corn bread stuffing,
sweet yams, mashed potatoes, assorted sides
and salads and dessert bar from 1200 to 2000 for
§$11.95 adult and §5.95 child 5 to 11.

Mexican Platter
Fridays

Mongolian Barbeque
Tuesdays

Club Alliance 243-5951

Christmas Eve Holiday Celebration
December 24 from 2100 to 0200
Join us as we party the night away with our DJ

playing all of your favorite jams and free finger
food, too.

New Year's Eve Holiday Celebration
December 3| from 2100 to 0200
Ring in the New Year dancing to the music of our

live band. There'll be free hors d'oeuvres, party
favors and champagne for midnight toasting.

Weekly Pool Tournaments
Upper Deck Sports Bar

9-Ball Mondays at 1900
8-Ball Wednesdays at 1900

Club Takemiya 246-8075

Soul Train Night XXXVIII
Christmas Party

December 25 from 2100 to 0200

Join us for a special Christmas celebration
featuring a "Soul Train line" dance contest with
prize giveaways for first, second and third place
winners, prize drawings and our top DJ playing
all of your favorite jams from the 70s to the 90s.

Boxing Day Special

December 26 from 1030 to 1330
Celebrate this special day with prize giveaways
all day and chances to receive up to 50 percent
off your tab, Enjoy our Day-After Christmas
brunch with a mouth-watering buffet including
Honey Glazed Ham, Roast Beef, Home-Baked
Macaroni and Cheese and more for $12,95 Adult,
$6.95 child 12 years of age and under. At 1800
enjoy a Kernel Popcorn performance,

New Year's Eve Bash

December 31 from 2000 to 0200

Party away the last minutes of 2004 at our
ultimate New Year's Eve bash! With our slammin'
DJ pumping up all of your favorite jams from
past and present, party favors, a glass of
champagne for a toast and a special finger food
buffet at 0030 for only $8.

Seaside Club 243-3379

Family Night

December 24 from 1700 to 2100

Take your family out for dinner and receive a 10
percent discount on your entire tab. Children 11
years of age and under receive a free balloon, too.
Christmas Mongolian Night
December 25 from 1700 to 2100

Eat something deliciously different this holiday
season.

Steak Specials
Thursdays

ingo!
Join us at Club Alliance
Every Saturday
at 1200 for your chance to take home
grand prizes of $2,500, $5,000 or $10,000 and
a guaranteed $ 1,000 giveaway for the last game.
Can't wait till the weekend? Then join us at the

CPO Club every Tuesday & Thursday at 1800 #1138

Starbucks Coffee
Now open

Saturday & Sunday 0730-2100

Officers' Club 243-5002

Christmas Brunch Extravaganza
December 26 from 0900 to330

Enjoy a magnificient brunch with all of the
delicious favorites you have come to expect
complete with champagne. An added bonus is
entertainment provided by balloon artist and
magician Kernel Popcorn. Adult $11.95, child 8 to
11 $6.95, child 4 to 7 $4.95.

Prime Rib Buffet

Saturdays

Mongolian Barbecue

Tuesdays

Pasta Buffet
Wednesdays

CPO Club 243-5606

Christmas Eve Buffet

December 24 from 1200 to 1900

Enjoy a delicious selection of salads, appetizers,
turkey, ham, roast beef entrees, seafood and a
yummy selection of cakes, pies and sweets for
only $14.95 per person,

Chinese Night

Thursdays

Seafood Night
Fridays

Yama's Mexica
Saturdays
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Iraq mission extension unpopular in Japan

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Nearly 60 percent of Japa-
nese voters are opposed to Tokyo’s exten-
sion of its troop dispatch to Iraq, while
three-quarters are not satisfied with the
government’s explanation of the policy, ac-
cording to a poll published Tuesday.

The survey in the national Asahi newspa-
per said only 31 percent of the 1,868 voters
questioned by telephone over the weekend
supported the extended deployment of

some 550 troops to southern Iraq on a hu-
manitarian mission.

Asahi said 76 percent of respondents
said Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi
had failed to adequately explain the deci-
sion to extend the troops’ stay by another
year. The poll also said 58 percent of voters
Were opposed to the move.

the mission on Dec. 9, despite opposition
among Japanese who fear the troops —
based outside the city of Samawah — will
get caught up in the fighting or be targeted
by insurgents.

Critics also say the deployment violates
the spirit of Japan’s pacifist constitution,
which foreswears the use of force to settle

An Asahi poll in showed sup-
port for the extension at 29 percent, and op-
position at 62 percent.

Japan’s pro-U.S. government extended

disputes.

Koizumi, however, has argued that the
dispatch is needed to help stabilize Iraq, se-
cure vital Middle East oil flows to Japan,

and strengthen ties with top ally the United
States.

The Asahi poll showed support for Koi-
Zumi’s government at 37 percent, down
slightly from 39 percent in November. Mean-
while, 47 percent said they opposed the Cabi-
net, up from 43 percent in November.

The newspaper, which published no mar-
gin of error for the poll, said it was the
third month in a row that surveys showed
disapproval ratings higher than approval
for Koizumi’s government.

God’s help

Nations agreeing to united
security in Mediterranean

vital, says
aging pope

The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope John
Paul IT alluded to his aging diffi-
culties, saying in a Christmas ad-
dress Tuesday that each passing
year brings a stronger need for
help from God.

The 84-year-old pontiff, who is
slowed by Parkinson’s disease
and hip and knee problems,
spoke to cardinals from his
wheeled throne. Short of breath,
he handed much of his speech to
an aide to read.

Reflecting on the past year, the
pontiff thanked Vatican cardinals
for their help and affection. “The
passing years make one feel an
ever more intense need for help
from God and from men,” he
said.

Despite his ailments, the pope
is keeping to his usual challeng-
ing holiday schedule, which in-
cludes midnight Mass on Christ-
mas Eve in St. Peter’s Basilica.

His address Tuesday, in a mar-
ble room decked with Christmas
garlands, was an overview of the
year’s work.

The pontiff highlighted efforts
to promote unity between the vari-
ous branches of Christianity, espe-
cially his attempts to break down

AP
Pope John Paul Il exchanges a Christmas greeting on Tuesday at the
Vatican with members of the Roman Curia.

with the Orthodox stantinople.

BY JAMEY KEATEN
The Associated Press

PARIS — Defense ministers
and leading military officials
from 10 European and North Afri-
can nations agreed Tuesday to
step up security cooperation in
the Mediterranean basin, choos-
ing to focus first on improving
maritime surveillance.

It was the first time that the
so-called “S plus 5” group of na-
tions took on issues like curbing
the flow of drugs and illegal immi-
grants toward Europe, fighting
terrorism and joining forces to
brace for natural disasters in the
region.

“We must face jointly a certain
number of challenges — the fight
against terrorism, against the
flow of various traffic and against
ecological catastrophes,” Defense
Minister Michele Alliot-Marie of
France said at a joint news confer-
ence after the two-hour meeting.

The initiatives, to begin next
spring, are to focus first on mari-
time surveillance and how militar-
ies can boost their roles in air se-
curity and natural disaster re-
sponse, the group said in a joint
statement.

The 10 nations plan to carry out
joint military exercises to pre-
pare for oil spills at sea, exchange
experts’ views on maritime sur-
veillance and add a military role
to border controls.

The ministers said delegations
of military experts from the re-
gion would meet twice to oversee
cooperation, and the ministers
are to meet annually to check up
on the efforts.

The group, composed of five
North African nations and five Eu-
ropean nations on the southern
rim of the Mediterranean, was set
up in 1990 as a means of holding
an “informal dialogue” on con-
cerns considered vital to the re-
gion.

Foreign ministers of the group
met in Algeria last month, tack-
ling issues such as illegal immi-
gration and terrorism.

The forum is one of several that
aims to bridge the gap between
Europe and its neighbors on the
other side of the Mediterranean.
It aims to contribute to the securi-
ty and economic integration of
the sometimes volatile region and
push forward a larger process of
cooperation between Europe and
its neighbors to the south.

barriers
Church.

This year, the Vatican returned
a Russian icon revered by the
country’s Orthodox community,
then sent back the relics of two
Orthodox saints taken from Con-

John Paul said he hopes such
gestures would bring Christian
denominations closer together.
“It is urgent to re-establish full
communion between Christians,”
he said.

New Harry Potter book to be released July 16
LONDON — The sixth novel in J.K. Rowling’s blockbuster Harry

Japan to meet with families
before responding to N. Korea

BY CHISAKI WATANABE
The Associated Press

TOKYO — North Korea should immediately pro-
vide information on Japanese citizens it kidnapped
in the 1970s and '80s, rather than waiting for Tokyo
to set a deadline, the prime minister said Tuesday.

Japan has been demanding further details on the
missing victims since human remains that Pyongy-
ang claimed were those of two abductees were test-
ed by Japanese experts, and turned out to be from
other people.

North Korea in turn accused Japan of faking the
DNA test result

“We are reviewing the materials now, and as soon
as the review is over, we will clarify what the prob-
lems are and urge sincere response from North
Korea,” Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi told re-
porters.

Asked if Japan will set a deadline for North
Korea, he said: “Rather than setting a deadline, we
‘want to hear their response as soon as possible.”

North Korea has admitted kidnapping 13 Japa-
nese citizens to be language teachers for spies, and
allowed five of them to return to Japan in 2002.
North Korea says the other eight have died but has
not yet provided proof, leading some in Japan to sus-
pect some are still alive.

Officials said the government would consult with
the families of missing abductees on Friday, then
make a report to the North Koreans.

It was unclear whether Tokyo would try to ar-
range a meeting with the North Koreans in Beijing,
which is a close Pyongyang ally, or elsewhere.

Koizumi has come under increasing pressure to
impose economic sanctions on impoverished North
Korea’s regime to punish it for refusing to come
clean on the kidnapping case:

The Asahi newspaper published a poll Tuesday
showing 63 percent of reapondenlb favored sanc-
tions. Koizumi, however, is pushing to give North
Korea more time before taking such steps.

North Korea ha d it would consider sanctions
against it a “declaration of war.”

Potter series, “Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince,” will go on sale

in Britain and the United States on July 16, publishers said Tuesday.
“We are delighted to announce the publication date,” which also will

take place in Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa, said

the joint announcement by Nigel Newton, the
chief executive of Bloomsbury Publishing Plc in
England, and Barbara Marcus, the president of
Scholastic  Children’s Books in the United
States.“J.K. Rowling has written a brilliant story
that will dazzle her fans in a marvelous book that
takes the series to yet greater heights. ‘Harry Pot-
ter and the Half-Blood Prince’ delivers all the ex-
citement and wonder of her best-selling Harry
Potter novels,” they said.

The announcement not only pleased Rowling’s
millions of followers, it also delighted the mar-
kets.

Bloomsbury shares surged 7 percent to a new
all-time high of $5.69. Sales of Harry Potter titles

Rowling

have provided the company with a significant boost in the past, al-
though in September it said the absence of a new Rowling release this
year had held back its annual rise in profits to 4.5 percent at $7.16 mil-

lion.

Shares of Scholastic Corp. advanced $1.27, or 3.5 percent, to $37.20
on the Nasdaq Stock Market — within striking range of its 52-week

high of $37.24.

Rowling, 39, noted that while she is pregnant with her third child,
she has had the time “needed to tinker with the manuscript to my satis-
faction and I am as happy as I have ever been with the end result.
only hope you feel it was worth the wait when you finally read it.”

From The Associated Press
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Pregnant victim, suspect seen at dog show

BY HEATHER HOLLING-
SWORTH

The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Bobbie
Jo Stinnett and the woman ac-
cused of strangling her and cut-
ting her baby from her womb

were photographed together at a
dog show months before last
week’s attack, a woman who at-
tended the show said.

Stinnett, 23, was eight months
pregnant when she was strangled
Thursday at the home in Skid-
more, Mo., where she and her hus-

band, Zeb, raised rat terriers.
Investigators used tips from
other rat terrier enthusiasts and
data from Stinnett’s computer be-
fore arresting Lisa M. Montgom-
ery, of Melvern, Kan., on Friday.
Montgomery, 36, who claimed to
have given birth to a girl the previ-

The New Sanno
UPCOMING EVENTS

A Christmas tradition for the whole family.
The New Sanno's

@hiostimasyayIBuifen

December 25, Saturday
Serving from 11:00 - 19:00
Adults: $22.95
Children: $10.95(4-12)

JUST IN THE TIME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

THE NEW SANNO

of all theNEw Emporium and Wellington Restaurants

also featuring the

ALL NEW SUNRISE CAFE & BAKERY

Saturday 18, December 2004

Wellington Restaurant
Friday 24, December 2004

Sunrise Cafe, Emporium Restaurat

RESERVATION SUGGESTED
Call the Food and Beverage Reservations Hotline
at 229-7151 or 03-3440-7871 ext. 7151 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
229-7161 or 03-3440-7871 ext. 7161 after 5 p.m. daily to make your reservations.

events@thenewsanno.com

Tickets are Non-Refundable
http://www.thenewsanno.com
Review our upcoming renovation plan at www.thenewsanno.com/home.html

@THE NEW SANNO

ous day, is charged with kidnap-
ping resulting in death.

A photo gallery on Stinnett’s
own Web site — http://www.imag-
eevent.com/happyhaven — in-
cludes pictures labeled as being
from an April 2004 dog show in
Abilene, Kan. One of the photos
shows seven people holding rat
terriers: Stinnett at the right, with
a purple ribbon, and a woman
who resembles Montgomery at
the left. There is no caption.

But dog trainer Nancy Strudl,
of Omaha, Neb., said Tuesday she
was at the dog show. She said
both Montgomery and Stinnett,
as well as Stinnett's husband,
Zeb, and one of Montgomery’s
daughters, are among the seven
people in the picture.

On Monday, Montgomery’s hus-
band, Kevin Montgomery, said he
believed that the baby his wife
presented to him was theirs.

According to federal authori-

ties, Kevin Montgomery picked
up his wife in Topeka on Thurs-
day and drove her and the baby,
whom they called Abigail, about
40 miles south to Melvern, where
the couple showed her off,

After Lisa Montgomery made
her first appearance in federal
court Monday, Kevin Montgom-
ery said, “I had no idea,” when
asked by reporters what he had
known about his wife’s alleged ac-
tions. He also expressed sympa-
thy for Stinnett’s family.

“This has to be as hard or hard-
er on them as it is on me,” he told
reporters. “I sure hope they get
as much support from their
church and community as I have
because we are all going to need
it”

The baby, named Victoria Jo
Stinnett, was released from the
hospital Monday. Bobbie Jo Stin-
nett’s funeral was planned for
Tuesday.

LONGMONT (COLO.) DAILY TIMES-CALL/AP

Ken Wicklund cleans up the remains of a spruce tree that was blown
down by high winds Monday in Longmont, Colo. Wicklund, a city
forester, said the tree was about 50 years old.

Near 100 mph winds
create havoce in Colo.

BY ERIN GARTNER
The Associated Press

DENVER — Wind gusting to
nearly 100 mph swept across Col-
orado on Monday, forcing skiers
off the slopes, closing highways
and peeling the roof off a high
school gym while a basketball
team practiced inside.

No serious injuries were report-
ed, but the gusty weather domi-
nated everything from driving to
walking for much of northern and
central Colorado.

Gusts reached 90 mph in Breck-
enridge and forced the ski resort
to shut down a chair lift.

“We generally get pretty high
winds before a storm moves in,”
resort spokeswoman Emily Jacob
said. “We really pay close atten-
tion to that. It’s a safety concern
for us.”

The National Weather Service
issued a high-wind warning along
the heavily populated Front
Range after 95 mph winds were
reported in Superior. Gusts
reached 98 mph at Carter Lake

near Berthoud and ranged from
79 mph to 85 mph in Louisville,
Boulder and Golden.

At Monarch High School in Lou-
isville, several students escaped
injury when a portion of the gym
roof was torn off. The school was
closed for winter vacation,
though basketball players practic-
ing inside had to be evacuated.

The wind overturned a small
plane at a Denver-area airport
and knocked an empty ftrac-
tor-trailer on its side in Littleton,
State Patrol Trooper Don Mose-
man said. The driver was treated
for minor injuries.

Trees were blown down else-
where in Louisville and a roof
under construction at a new recre-
ation center was peeled off, police
said.

Authorities  closed  Colorado
Highway 93 near the former
Rocky Flats nuclear weapons
plant northwest of Denver for
about an hour after winds
knocked down a power line.

The winds eased as a cold front
began to arrive.
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President
could get
tougher
with Putin

BY ANNE GEARAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
president who said he looked into
Vladimir Putin’s soul three years
ago and liked what he saw may
take a dimmer view of the Rus-
sian president now. How to deal
with the increasingly authoritari-
an leader is giving George W.
Bush’s administration a sec-
ond-term headache.

Bush will meet with Putin in
Slovakia in February, when he
travels to Europe for fence-mend-
ing talks with allies who oppose
the U.S.-led war in Iraq. Formal
announcement of the meeting
was expected Tuesday.

“Both Washington and Moscow
are having some second thoughts
at the moment,” said Rose Gotte-
moeller, a specialist on defense
and nuclear issues in Russia and
the other former Soviet states at
the Carnegie Endowment for In-
ternational Peace. “They are try-
ing to judge what the next four
years can bring.”

Several Russia analysts said
Bush faces two vital decisions:
Whether to take a harder line
against erosion of democratic and
economic freedoms in Russia;
and how much to rely on personal
diplomacy to resolve differences
and deal with mutual problems
such as the potential spread of nu-
clear weapons.

Gottemoeller, for one, predicts
the Bush admlmslratmn will see

ittle the

President Viadimir Putin

freedoms,” and moves to consoli-
date Russia’s oil business and
punish a former media baron who
crossed Putin, Gottemoeller said.

Putin startled the White House
in recent weeks with vehement
denunciations of the United
States for what Putin called med-
dling in Ukraine. Bush and other
Western leaders criticized elec-
tion fraud in the former Soviet re-
public last month that favored a
pro-Russian candidate. The Unit-
ed States also spent millions of
dollars on the election but denied
that amounted to interference.

Putin echoed Soviet-era rheto-
ric when he said U.S. influence
abroad amounts to a “dictator-
ship.” He also colorfully likened
the United States to a “strict
uncle in a pith helmet.”

“I think the president is proba-
bly surprised, disappointed and
alarmed,” said Rep. Curt Weldon,
a Pennsylvania Republican, a
close student of Russia.

Weldon said Bush bears some
responsibility for the frayed rela-
tionship because he failed to fol-
low through on proposals three
years ago that would have

Jargely polte. and muted. e,
sponse to Putin that character-
ized the last couple of years.

“We already see signs that they
will be much more outspoken in
problems they see with Putin, the
cutting back of democratic re-
forms, the scaling back of press

economic and stra-
tegic ties between the two coun-
tries.

Bush has made much of his
friendship with Putin and gave lit-
tle indication during a Monday
news conference that the two are
at odds. As he has before, Bush re-
ferred to Putin as “Vladimir.”

Texas still leads states
in prisoner executions

BY MICHAEL GRACZYK
The Associated Press

LIVINGSTON, Texas — Texas
remained the most active U.S.
death penalty state in 2004 with
23 executions, down from a year
ago and about average for the
past decade. But legal experts
and death penalty opponents sug-
gest there are signs that in-
creased judicial scrutiny is giving
pause to juries and prosecutors
considering capital punishment.

Earlier this year, the U.S. Su-
preme Court overturned two
Texas death sentences —
LaRoyce Lathair Smith and Rob-
ert Tennard — because jurors
were not told of the defendants’
learning disabilities.

The court also lifted the death
sentence of Delma Banks, con-
demned nearly 25 years ago, and

criticized Texas officials and
lower courts, saying prosecutors
hid crucial information that
might have helped Banks’ case.

“One thing that obviously af-
fects both juries and prosecutors
is an increasing sensibility that
the Supreme Court is looking
over their shoulder at the Ameri-
can death penalty,” said Jordan
Steiker, a University of Texas
Law School professor.

Just this month, the high court
for a second time heard argu-
ments on whether a nearly
all-white jury unfairly convicted
and sentenced to death a black
man, Thomas Miller-El, for the
1985 slaying of a Dallas motel
clerk.

“We've been here almost 20
years,” Miller-El said from death
row. “Innocence almost doesn’t
matter at this point when they 've
taken your whole life away.”

Critics say Bush exaggerates
Social Security funding woes

BY LEIGH STROPE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Critics of President Bush's
plan to create personal investment accounts in So-
cial Security say he is exaggerating the program’s
funding problems to boost public support for his
idea.

“Social Security is like a car with a flat tire,” said
Peter Orszag, an economist at the liberal Brookmgs
Institution and adviser in the Clinton White House.
“There is a problem. We need to fix the flat tire. But
we don’t need to replace the car.”

But David John, a senior analyst at the conserva-
tive Heritage Foundation, said the funding problem
is real, especially for younger workers.

“Every day we delay raises the cost of a repair to
Social Security,” he said.

The retirement system faces a projected $3.7 tril-
lion, 75-year shortfall. Bush wants to overhaul the
program to let younger workers divert some of their
Social Security payroll taxes to personal accounts.
But that alone won’t fix the problem and could re-
quire upfront costs of $1 trillion to $2 trillion over 10
years.

Bush regularly claims Social Security faces a
shortfall of nearly $11 trillion, which, Orszag said, is
amisleading figure because it makes the system ap-
pear to be in worse shape than it is.

The figure — $10.4 trillion to be preclse — is the
shortfall over the “infinite horizon,” as measured by
Social Security’s Board of Trustees. The calculation
was included for the first time in the trustees’ 2003
report, along with the required 75-year measure.
The American Academy of Actuaries criticized the
use of the $10.4 trillion figure in the report, saying it
was likely to mislead the public.

Orszag said Medicare’s dwindling finances are
more urgent than Social Security’s. Medicare began
dipping into its trust fund this year, and it is expect-
ed to be exhausted in 2019, trustees said.

Social Security’s financial picture was little
changed from last year. The system is expected to
begin paying out more in benefits than it collects in
taxes starting in 2018, with the trust fund money the
government owes depleted by 2042.

Rep. Bob Matsui of California, the top Democrat
on the House Social Security subcommittee, said the
retirement system is not in crisis and “is a manage-
able problem.”

Bush, asked Monday at a year-end news confer-
ence about the need to address Medicare’s funding
problems first, said those issues were tackled with a
sweeping Medicare package that includes a pre-
scription drug plan being added in 2006 in addition
to a number of lesser-known changes in the way the
system operates. Depending on estimates, the gov-
ernment will spend from $400 billion to $535 billion
on Medicare changes over the next 10 years.

Bush repeated his demand for congressional ac-
tion on Social Security, but he refused to provide de-
tails.

“Don’t bother to ask me,” he said, making clear he
would not engage in a public debate about Social Se-
curity until he gives Congress “a solution at the ap-
propriate time.”

The administration has said a plan is still being
crafted.

“The temptation is going to be ... to get me to nego-
tiate with myself in public. To say, you know,
‘What's this mean, Mr. President? What's that
mean? I’'m not going to do that,” Bush said. “The
law will be written in the halls of Congress. And I
will negotiate with them, with the members of Con-
gress.”

Message for our men and women in uniform...
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Drug makers to collaborate on single AIDS pill

BY LINDA A. JOHNSON
The Associated Press

TRENTON, N.J. — Two drug companies
announced Monday they will collaborate
on developing the first all-in-one, one-a-day
pill to treat HIV infection — a long-sought
goal that would make it much easier for pa-
tients to stick with their medication

Currently, the best AIDS treatment re-
quires patients to take two to four pills a
day. Less than a decade ago, many patients
had to take 25 to 30 pills a day, often at pre-
cise times and under specific conditions
such as with food, making it extremely dif-
ficult for patients to stick to the complex
schedule. Missing doses makes it easier for
the virus to mutate and become resistant to
medication.

In the first collaboration by competing
AIDS drug makers, Bristol-Myers Squibb
Co. and Gilead Sciences Inc. formed a joint
venture to test and market a single pill com-
bining three widely used medicines from
two different classes of AIDS drugs.

Because the three individual drugs al-
ready are on the market, the once-a-day
combination could be approved and on
sale as soon as the second half of 2006, said
David Rosen, a spokesman for Bris-
tol-Myers Squibb.

“To have it all in a single pill is terrific,”
Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseas-
es, told The Associated Press.

The combination pill will include Susti-

va, made by Bristol-Myers Squibb. It also
will include two AIDS drugs made by
Gilead Sciences of Foster City, Calif:
Viread and Emtriva.

The latter two drugs are from the same
class of AIDS drugs, but they block copy-
ing of the AIDS virus at two different
points early in its replication cycle. Sustiva
is from a different class of drugs and at-
tacks the virus later in the cycle.

The two companies will have to combine
the component drugs so that the single pill
is absorbed the same, has identical effects,
lasts in the body as long and has the same
shelf life, said Robert Lipper, vice presi-
dent of biopharmaceutics research and de-
velopment at Bristol-Myers.

“Its the first time ever that two compa-

nies with competing products have worked
together,” said Dr. Michael Saag, director
of the AIDS Center at the University of Ala-
bama at Birmingham. “This is something
patient advocates and a lot of physicians
have been pushing for for over a decade.”

Fauci also said such partnerships are
crucial. “We hope it’s the beginning of fu-
ture collaborations,” he said.

The three drugs in the combination,
which are becoming the treatment of
choice, together cost $900 to $1,000 a
month. Rosen said it is too soon to say how
much the companies will charge for the sin-
gle pill.

The combination does not include a pro-
tease inhibitor, a class of drug that has
been standard in recent years but that also
carries many side effects.
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COURTESY OF THE HERRICK FAMILY/AP

Ron Herrick pushes his twin brother, Richard, in a wheelchair Jan. 30,
19585, following the first successful organ transplant at Peter Bent

Brigham Hospital

Boston. Ron donated a

ey to Richard, who

Twin’s kidney donation
o0 years ago paved way
for organ transplants

BY GLENN ADAMS
The Associated Press

BELGRADE, Maine — Fifty

years ago Ronald Herrick wasn’t

out making medical

history that ould one day lead to

saving countless lives. He just

wanted to save one life — his
brother’s.

He said it took him no time at
all to agree to donate a kidney to
his dying twin, Richard. But that
St>-hour operation on Dec. 23,
1954, would not only keep Rich-
ard alive for eight more years, it
would lead to thousands of kidney
transplants and ultimately the
transplant of other organs, from
the heart to the liver. Herrick’s
doctor would win a Nobel Prize.

“It was a start, but they've
done an awful lot of transplants
since then,” said Herrick, a
soft-spoken man who accepts his
place in the annals of medical
breakthroughs but plays down
his place in history.

More than 400,000 transplants
have been performed in the Unit-
ed States since the first success-
ful one 50 years ago at what’s now
known as Brigham and Women’s
Hospital in Boston. More than
25,000 occur each year in the
United States.

Back in 1954, though, the sur-
gery had not been done success-
fully and doctors were struggling
to find a way to stop rejection of
the transplanted organ that had
claimed the lives of every other
transplant recipient.

As the story goes, Ron Herrick
told a doctor at the U.S. Public
Health Service Hospital he would
gladly give up a kidney if it would
help his brother, who was dying

from chronic nephritis, an inflam-
mation of the kidneys.

The doctor told him it wasn’t
possible, but then he had an idea:
Since the Herricks were identical
twins, the likelihood of the organ
being rejected would be reduced.
Maybe it was possible after all.

Richard Herrick was trans-
ferred to what was then Peter
Bent Brigham Hospital, where ex-
tensive work on transplants was
under way.

Dr. Joseph Murray, the lead
surgeon who won the Nobel Prize
in 1990, said he had prepared for
two years for the operation, dis-
covering that a transplanted kid-
ney, in the absence of immune
problems, can function.

“And then on our doorstep, we
happened to have had identical
twins,” he told the New York
Organ Donor Network, which co-
ordinates organ and tissue dona-
tions in New York area. “One was
dying of kidney disease, the other
one was healthy. It was the per-
fect human setup for our laborato-
ry model.”

Ron Herrick, now 73, said
there was no deep anxiety on his

part.

“We felt very strongly that it
would work. Of course, it hadn’t
been done before. But they knew
their research,” he said.

Richard Herrick enjoyed good
health before developing prob-
lems in his new kidney that were
unrelated to the surgery. With his
health failing, he died on March,
14, 1963, at home in Shrewsbury,
Mass.

With the advent of anti-rejec-
tion drugs, organ transplants
have become much more com-
mon.

NIH stops Aleve drug study

Risks included heart attacks, strokes

BY PAUL RECER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An Alzhe-
imer’s disease prevention trial
was suspended after researchers
said there were more heart at-
tacks and strokes among patients
taking naproxen, an over-the-
counter pain reliever in use for 28
years and commonly sold under
the brand name Aleve.

The study, involving some
2,500 patients, was to test wheth-
er naproxen or Celebrex, both
pain relievers, could reduce the
risk of Alzheimer’s disease
among healthy elderly patients
who were at an increased risk of
the disease.

Officials at the National Insti-
tutes of Health said the study was
suspended after three years when
it was found that patients taking
naproxen had a 50 percent great-
er incidence of cardiovascular
events — heart attack or stroke —
than patients taking placebo.

Another factor, officials said,
was the announcement last week
that advertising for Celebrex was
being halted after a study found
that high doses of the drug were
associated with an increase in

heart attack risk. Preliminary
data from the Alzheimer’s study,
however, did not indicate an in-
creased risk for heart attack or
stroke for Celebrex, officials said.

Lester Crawford, acting com-
‘missioner of the Food and Drug
Administration, acknowledged
Tuesday that the conflicting stud-
ies are confusing and call for con-
tinued evaluation. For now, he
recommended following the dos-
age recommendations for the
drugs.

“Any drug taken long enough
and at high enough dosage can
cause some difficulty,” Crawford
said on NBC's “Today.”

“It would be premature to say
‘what we we’re going to do with ei-
ther one of these drugs, Celebrex
or Aleve,” he said. “However, we
will keep all regulator options
open and make some determina-
tions as quickly as possible based
on the data.”

Celebrex, a prescription drug,
and naproxen are both commonly
used to treat the joint pain of ar-
thritis. Naproxen has been ap-
proved for sale, first as a prescrip-
tion and then as an over-
the-counter drug, since 1976.
Celebrex is in the same class —
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COX2 enzyme inhibitors — as
Vioxx, an arthritis drug recently
taken off the market by its manu-
facturer after it was linked to an
increase in heart attack and
stroke.

Officials acknowledged that the
implications for the continued
use of naproxen are not clear and
will require further study.

Dr. Sandra Kweder of the FDA
said the NIH study is the first to
show that naproxen might in-
crease the risk of heart attack or
stroke and that the findings are

“confusing.” No immediate ac-
tion, however, is expected toward
naproxen, she said.

“We are not contemplating any
specific regulatory action over
the next few days,” Kweder said.
“We will be working with the
NIH to try to understand the data
better and determine what will be
appropriate from there.”

Patients who routinely take
naproxen should follow the drug
package instructions carefully,
Kweder said, including the direc:
tions to not take it for more than
10 days, and to consult a doctor if
pain persists.

Efforts to obtain reaction Mon-
day night produced no answers at
phone numbers for Bayer Health-
care, the maker of Aleve.
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Cruz, Hayek bond

Spanish movie star Penelope Cruz and Mexican actress Salma
Hayek hit it off from day one during the filming of “Bandidas.”

“We've emoyed it from the first day
e until yesterday,” said Cruz, having
completed about 14 weeks of working
with Hayek, mostly in the northern
Mexican state of Durango. “We have
an incredible communication.”

Written and produced by French
filmmaker Luc Besson, “Bandidas”
tells the story of two women who over-
come their differences to work togeth-
er robbing banks.

Hayek, who was born in Coatzacoal-
cos in the Gulf coast state of Veracruz,
said her role as a Robin Hood-style
bandit came easy after a piece of ad-
vice from Besson.

“The first thing he told us was it's
very important that these women be heroes but never stop being
women,” Hayek sai

Cruz, left, and Hayek

Stars pitch in for hurricane fund-raiser

A poster signed by Jennifer Lopez and a guitar signed by Wyclef
Jean are on sale in an MTV Internet auction to raise money for hurri-
cane victims.

Seventy-five percent of proceeds from the Car-
ibbean Relief Auction will go to American Red
Cross efforts in Haiti, Grenada and the Cayman Is-
lands, according to MTV’s Web site. Other items
include a poster signed by Britney Spears, tickets
to “The Daily Show with Jon Stewart” and a trav-
el package to Grenada.

“I think fans pay attention,” Jean said. “They
are aware of the situation and want to do what
they can to contribute.”

The hip-hop star this week released a new
music video, under the auspices of the U.N. World
Food Program to help Haitian victims of floods
and rising political violence. He also has set up
the charity Yele Haiti to help his impoverished

homeland.

Scott shares her trauma

R&B singer Jill Scott says she was raped more than 10 years ago by
her then-boyfriend.

After dating the unidentified man sporadically since she was 15,
Scott says in the January issue of Sister 2 Sister magazine that when
she was about 19, she visited him at his apartment.

“I came over lhere]usl to be around him "cause I liked him so much.
T just wanted to be around him, it didn’t matter,” Scott, 32, told the mag-
azine. “He attacked me. I mean, I'm down for getting buck wild just
like anybody else, but this wasn't that. It was ripping my clothes off,
me saying, ‘Wait! No! Don’t! Stop! What are you doing?’

Scott says that she didn’t realize what had occurred until she was re-
cently writing in her journal.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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BY LUAINE LEE
Scripps Howard News Service

t's that time of year again, time to think of
Christmas wishes you'd give the stars you've
met during the year if you could.

Julia Roberts already received her Christ-
mas package with the birth of twins. Being a mother
will probably provide the gift she most needs: a little
humility. A blubbery waistline, a touch of colic, feed-
ings, loads of dirty diapers — all that should con-
spire to make Julia a little less contrary.

For Angelina Jolie, a fine
present would be a decent hus-
band-father to go with the new-
found mother in her.

How about a wedding
ring for Goldie Hawn, a
teething ring for Nicolas
Cage’s new wife, and for
Tom Hanks, a role that
takes him beyond his
endless goodwill into a
tougher dimension? A
healthy physique
wouldn’t be amiss
for Renee Zell-
weger, in-
stead of the
emaciated

wit
plump lit-
“Bndget
Jones.”

How
about a bot-
tle of mouth-
wash for

A celebrity
Christmas list

One columnist has ideas on what to get for those
naughty Hollywood stars (and a few nice ones)

Colin Farrell and a one-way ticket back to Australia
for Russell Crowe? The gift of silence would be the
best thing for Tommy Lee Jones, who can’t open his
mouth without berating someone. And for Jack
Nicholson, a portrayal that does not depend on the
Good OI’ Boy persona to get him through.

A trip to India with meditation on the mount
‘might be just the ticket for Helen Hunt, and for Alec
Baldwin, a seat in local government.

For David Duchovny, a role that matches his stout
intellect, and for director Wes Craven, a movie that
hasn’ta smgle scream in it.

A welcome gift might be an extra nanny for
Jada Pinkett Smith, a better talk show for

John McEnroe, funnier guests for Ellen

DeGeneres and early retirement for

David Letterman.

And for the nation’s desperate
housewives, how about a hunky
2005 calendar featuring Josh Du-
hamel, Michael Weatherly, Antonio

Banderas, Aaron Eckhardt, Jude

Law, Taye Diggs, Neal McDon-

ough, Hugh Jackman, George

Clooney, Denzel Washington,

atthew Fox and Matt

- Damon — not only gor-

geous but good

guys in the bar-
gain.

May CBS get a
clue, Dan Rather
get a civilian job
and FX find anoth-
er “Nip/Tuck.”

The best gift for

Dakota  Fanning

would be a child-

hood, and for Brit-
ney Spears, adult-
hood.

It would be a chari-
table gift if reality
shows would get real

and fictional ~drama
would come out of
hiding.

Renee Zellweger may
want to seek out a
happy medium for her
body, somewhere
between Bridget Jones
and skinny as a rail.
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IM-ing at workplace not always productive

BY JULIE FORSTER
Knight Ridder Newspapers

ST. PAUL, Minn, — Instant mes-
saging — real-time text conversa-
tion that takes place in private on-
line chat areas — is beginning to
mount a hallenge to conventional
e-mail in the workplac

Some 11 millon people are esti-

software off the Internet and put-
ting it on their desktops.

Research into users of IM sug-
gests reason for concern. The Pew
Internet project found one of three
users it studied believes IM
prompts gossip.

The American Management As-
sociation found in a study of 850
companies this year most of the

mated on workplace  IM
using v % In a study of 850  users said they
work. engage in person-
But long be-  companies most al chats. Among
fore this wave of the  chat-room
Internet-based of the workplace  fodder: jokes, in-
communication . ider informa-
turns, “Did you IM users said fion about - the
get my e-mail?” ’ . company or a cli-
into a work- they engage in entand even sex.
place-banter e . ual content.
equivalent  of per sonal chals. Use of IM is
d

S Among the

growing and ri-

white olu ) vals e-mail for
many employ- L) 2 ) e some age
s e wary. chat-room fodder: Sroups. 8
“Most  work- . 18, Fifty-three
places  don’t Jokes, insider million adult Tn-
l;now _how to information ternet users trad-
eal wllvh instant ed instant mes-
messaging,” about the sages in 2004, up
said  Amanda 29 percent from

Lenhart, co-au-
thor of a report
on the technolo-
gy from the Pew
Internet & Amer-
ican Life Pro-
ject.

“They wonder, is this a produc-
tivity tool or a waste of time?”

Some companies embrace the
technology. Others have banned it.

Many take a “don’t ask, don’t
tell,” attitude about employees

ing instant i

compan,
client and even
sexual content.

Y ora 2000, when the

Project first
started tracking

This year, it e: lmated work
place use at 11 million. Among
users who are 18 to 27 years of age,
46 percent use it more than e-mail,
the group found.

“This is one of those things
where you really have to go back
to the of PCs them-
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selves,” said Lou Latham, princi-
pal analyst at Gartner, a technolo-
gy research group in Stamford,
Coni

“In the late '70s, and early '80s,
peaple were sneaking them into
the office. It was considered a
strange and alien .., technology by
the powers that be.

Companies like Ste].lar Technolo-
gies in Naples, Fla., are trying to
help employers understand the lat-
est alien. It sells software to bus
nesses that acts as a_security
guard, recording IM activity and al-
lowing bosses to monitor employee
real-time chats.

Toby Dutter was surprised at
what he found out when he logged
on to monitor what his employees
were doing.

The vice president of Indian-
head Insurance Agency in Eau
Claire, Wis., gave monitoring soft-
ware a try on the advice of his IT
consultant. Dutter did not want to
ban instant messaging because it
was a convenient, quick way for
employees dispersed among six of-
fices to communicate without play-
ing phone tag. But he still won-
dered what all that tapping was
about.

“T think employers would be
amazed to find out what's going
on,” he said. Dutter said he found a
lot of time-wasting chat — week-
end plans were a popular topic —
among the 50 employees in the
firm when he first monitored vari-
ous chats. Volume tapered off
when he told his staff they were
being watched.

Some still did not take him seri-
ously. So he printed out their IM
chats and showed them the hard
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Fallon Worldwide, a Minneapo-
lis advertising agency, is rolling
out Lotus instant messaging soft-
ware to about 400 employees in
seven offices worldwide.

Soon all will have one sanc-
tioned, company-supported mes-
saging system and the ability to in-
tegrate that system with the firm’s
e-mail address books. If they want,
workers can route their instant
messages to their cell phones, said
Rich McGeheran, Fallon’s director
of IT.

1t is a way to give globetrotting
employees access to information
cheaper than a phone call and
more quickly than e-mail. And ev-
eryone is on the same page instead
of having the headaches and securi-
ty issues of people on all different
versions.

Some Fallon employees have
been testing it. “We use it for in-
stantaneous  communication,”
McGeh

o Project
Graphic: St Paul Ploneer Press

copy. Gulp. Case closed.

Disciplined Growth Investors, a
‘money management firm in Minne-
apolis, uses the Stellar application
t00, but more as a means to ar-
chive communication in the highly
regulated securities industry.

Conversations between portfolio
managers and clients need to be
saved for regulators, said Shawn
Buckroyd, the company’s network
administrator. “Instant messenger
is one of the hot buttons for the
SEC to audit,” she said.

While many are wary, a growing
number of employers are embrac-
ing what they see as big benefits.

said. “It's quick. I'm
not sending someone an e-mail
waiting for someone to respond. I
send a message. Ding they get it.
Ding they respond. It's instant grat-
ification.”

Others, though, simply see a
gradual annoyance.

Steve McFarland, president of
technology outsourcing firm Orbit
Systems in Eagan, Minn., acknowl-
edges IM is popular among the 32
tech workers in his office. He’s not
one of them.

“T'll get on the instant messaging
system and use it for a period of
time until it drives me crazy,” Mc-
Farland said. “Then, I won’t get
back on it for months.”

ity

Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — As you check
off items on your holiday to-do
list, don’t forget to tip your haix
dresser, baby sitter and other ser-
vice providers.

Holiday tips are a traditional
way of showing your appreciation
to the people who make your life
easier throughout the year. Tip-
ping is also a way to ensure that
you continue to receive quality
service in the year to come, says
Jodi RR. Smith, prebldem of
Mannersmith, a Boston-based eti-
quette consulting firm.

Smith suggests you should tip
nannies or baby sitters, your
building superintendent, maids
or housekeepers, lawn mainte-
nance or snow removal teams,
your newspaper deliverer, hair
stylist, manicurist, garbage re-
‘moval team and other service peo-
ple you regularly use.

You should base the amount on
your tip on what you usually pay
per week, visit, efc. For example,
if you typically pay your house-
keeper $100 per week, you should
tip at least $100. Ask neighbors or
other patrons what is typically

Don’t forget holiday tips

given. The amount can vary wide-
ly, depending on where you live.
“You need to be able to judge
what is appropriate for you,” says
Smith. Some businesses or organi-
zations may even stipulate man-
datory hohday tips in their con-
tracts with y

You rmghl s figure in the fre-
quency of your contact with the
recipient. For example, if you con-
stantly call the super to your
apartment to fix plumbing prob-
lems, you might tip more than if
you exchange only an occasional
“hello” in the halls.

There are other people you in-
teract with who should be recog-
nized for their service, but should
be given a gift rather than a tip.
Smith notes that some workers,
such as postal and other govern-
ment employees, are not permit-
ted to accept money. Others, such
as teachers, might be insulted by
being tipped. You might consider
small tokens of your appreciation
or gift cards for these people.

If handing out tips has caught
you by surprise, remember next
year to add in tips to your holiday
budget. Otherwise, “the end of
year crunch can be very painful,”
says Smith.
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Church thefts purely secular sym-
bol, along with Santa
PITTSBURGH  — and  candy

The housekeeper at
a Catholic parish’s rectory
near Pittsburgh stole more
than $173,000 from collec-
tions by rifling through the
envelopes early each Mon-
day and then making
computer entries  to
cover up the thefts, au-
thorities said.

Amy J. Caldwell,
who worked for St. Marga-
ret of Scotland Church in Green
Tree for nearly a decade, was
charged with theft.

Church officials began a general
investigation of their finances after
state police in West Virginia found
two bank deposit bags by a road in
January. That prompted an audit,
and the church changed the way it
counted and stored its collection
money — putting it into sealed,
tamperproof bags.

Once that happened, the
church’s weekly collections in-
creased dramatically, leading
church officials to conclude that
someone had been stealing money.

0Off-color holiday humor

LOUISA — A weekly news-

paper in eastern Kentucky
has apologized for mistakenly
printing sexually explicit Christ-
mas jokes that left some blushing
readers as red as Santa’s suit.

The Lawrence County Storm
also retrieved unsold copies of the
edition with the jokes from news-
stands in and around Louisa,
where it is published.

Louisa Mayor Teddy Preston
said he received phone calls from
constituents who were angered
and embarrassed by the jokes.

“It was very, very vulgar,” Pre-
ston said. “It is something that
shouldn’t have been written in a
local newspaper, or anywhere else,
for that matter.”

Some of the jokes were simply
corny, but others put Santa in sexu-
al situations, or made light of the
religious side of Christmas.

Elva McCoy, a member of the
newspaper staff, said someone on
the staff had been reading the
jokes on the Internet and that they
had inadvertently made their way
into the newspaper.

Coal-fired power plant

DENVER — State regula-

tors have approved Colo-
rado’s first coal-fired power plant
in 23 years. The $1.35 billion facili-
ty is designed to generate 750
megawatts of electricity a day —
enough for 750,000 customers.

Under the agreement for the
new unit at the Comanche Generat-
ing Station in Pueblo, Xcel Energy
must upgrade pollution-control
equipment at the two existing
units.

The Public Utilities Commission
approved the agreement 2-1. If an
air quality permit is approved next
year by state health officials, con-
struction on the plant could begin
in 2006.

“It’s a win-win-win,” said Xcel
vice president Fred Stoffel, refer-
ring to environmentalists, the com-
pany and ratepayers.

Teacher arrested

SAN JOSE — An elementa-
ry-school teacher has been
arrested for alleged possession of

AMER]CAN
ROUNDUP

child pornography after a student
in his classroom saw explicit pic-
tures on the teacher’s computer, ac-
cording to police.

Christopher Casey, 44, turned
himself in to police after detectives
seized computers from his home,
his  classroom and a relative’s
home, authoritie:

Casey is a third- gmde teacher at
Castlemont  Elementary School
and has worked for the school dis-
trict for 15 years, according to po-
lice.

Tree ban reversed

NEW PORT RICHEY —

The Christmas tree decora-
tions were being rehung at Pasco
County buildings after the reversal
of a county attorney’s finding that
the trees were unacceptable reli-
gious symbols.

Trees had been removed from
county buildings after the initial de-
cision, which allowed them only in
“Semiprivate” areas such as per-
sonal offices

That decision drew angry reac-
tions from residents and the Ameri-
can Center for Law & Justice, a
law firm founded by televangelist
Pat Robertson.

In a revised decision, the attor-
ney said that a Christmas tree is a

Ging kids the world

Syracuse University football player
Matt Tarullo rides on a carousel
with 4-year-old Karissa Sibley in

Ki imee, Fla. Tarullo was spend-
ing time with children at Give Kids
The World Village, a nonprofit
resort in Kissimmee for children
with life-threatening illnesses.

Rare bird found

BROWNSVILLE

A bird rarely
found in the United States
was discovered at a wildlife
refuge in the Rio Grande Val-
ley, officials said.

"The bird, a female Crimson
Collared Grosbeak, was found
Dec. 10 at Camp Lula Sams after it
apparently crashed into a window,
said Pat Burchfield, the deputy di-
rector and zoologist at the Gladys
Porter Zoo. The bird did not sur-
vive striking the window.

The bird, a native of Northern
Mexico, is rarely found in the Unit-
ed States. This is the first speci-
men, said Mark Lockwood, with
the Texas Bird Records Commit-
tee.

Educators OK strike

ST. LOUIS — St. Louis

teachers have authorized a
strike against the state’s largest
school district. The vote was
1,427-225, easily more than the
two-thirds majority necessary. No
walkout date has been set. The dis-
trict’s 3,450 teachers have worked
without a contract since July. Mis-
souri law doesn’t allow public
school teachers to strike, but
doesn’t specify penalties.

Large land purchase

INCLINE VILLAGE — The
largest private land holding
on the Nevada side of Lake Tahoe
would be acquired for $75 million
under a public buyout being con-
sidered by federal land managers.
The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment is considering purchase of
the 777-acre parcel that features
scenic Incline Lake. If acquired,
the land would be transferred to
the U.S. Forest Service for public
recreational use.

Tattoo for nonagenarian

DuBOIS — Ralph Bone-
break was born to be wild
—in 1910.

The 94-year-old man recently
got his first tattoo at the Tainted
Flesh Tattoo and Piercing Studio
in  his hometown. Bonebreak
emerged from under the needle
with a locomotive on his right arm
and an eagle on his left.

A lot of men who went into the
military got tattoos, but Bone-
break’s 38-year career with the
railroad kept him out of the ser-
vice, said his friend, Eve Camuso.

“He’s always wanted a tattoo,
but back then the only place you
could get one was at the county
fair,” Camuso said.

“They weren’t very clean.”

Bonebreak selected a train to
commemorate his time with the
railroad. A belt buckle inspired his
eagle design.

Skyway toll raise

HAMMOND — The new op-

erator of the Chicago Sky-
way will raise toll rates to discour-
age tractor-trailer drivers from
traveling during peak times. Effec-
tive Feb. 16, tolls for vehicles with
three or more axles will increase
during the peak hours of 4 a.m. to 8
pm. Drivers of passenger cars will
pay the same rates all day.

; Awoman walks by icicles on her way to Vio-
Point of ENLTY  letie's Florist and Gifts n the Grand Pacific
Junction of Olmsted Falls, Ohio.

ES o - >

Wllllam Shaffer, 9, from Tampa, Fla, braves the
Flake faCe eavy snow and low temperatures as he plays in
the snow in Banner Elk, N.c.

Oshana, a lioness at the San Diego
Zoo's Wild Animal Park, uses what is
left of a snowman as a catapult to reach a nearby rock in San Diego.

Snow-leaping lion
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Jokesters, stage righ

Three little rascals

From left, Hunter Taylor, Eva Len-
hard and Gillian Wittstock with the
Steppin’ Out dance company perform a Little Rascals number in the annu-
al dance in Alaska

Fifth-graders Nancy Choi, second right, and Chelsea Atkinson, far right,
joke with each other before going on stage to perform their part in “The
Nutcracker” at Cimmaron Elementary School in Aurora, Colo.

Claus with a cause

Santa Claus is framed through the
American flag as he waves and
rings the bell at cars passing by in
Fort Smith, Ark. Claus, hired by
Linn’s Thrift Store, was donating
half his proceeds to help needy
children.

Up in the rafters

Richardson positions a scaffold as he prepares to cut a rafter from the roof
while helping dismantle the old University of lllinois Sheep Barn in Champaign, Ill.

Reporter drops charges
GRAHAM — Prosecutors
have dropped criminal

charges filed agamst a developer

accused of and threaten-

manager, said Western financially
“has really gone south,” starting to
lose serious money more than a
year ago.

< e

most on firs

inga reporter.

The reporter asked prosecutors
to drop charges against Ernie
Koury Jr. after he apologized.
Koury had been charged with com-
municating threats and simple as-
sault.

James Moffat, a reporter for The
Times-News of Burlington, said
that Koury grabbed him by the
throat and threatened to Kkill him
earlier this month at the Burling-
ton Municipal Building. Koury al-
legedly was unhappy with the
newspaper’s coverage of a private
club that Koury is involved with
opening.

Crying over spilled milk
SAN FRANCISCO — A
milk truck overturned in

California’s Marin County, spilling

4,500 gallons of milk into Nicasio

Creek and closing the roadway for

90 minutes, the California High-

way Patrol said.

The truck, which had picked up
aload of milk from a dairy just be-
fore the accident, ruptured and
milk flowed across the road, down
ahillside and into the creek.

Workers from the California De-
partment of Fish and Game re-
sponded to the accident to oversee
cleanup of the milk, which can be
harmful to fish, authorities said.

Trees at a premium

HONOLULU — A shonage
of Christmas trees in Ha-
waii has raised prices to more than
$200.

Tree buyers camped outside a
shopping center hours before
dawn to await a shipment of 130
noble firs flown in from Oregon. A
crowd of more than 200 people had
gathered by morning, when a sales-
man announced the trees would
cost $165 to $200. Consumers com-
plained that was at least twice the
price charged just a few days earli-
er. In previous weeks, trees sold
for $30. Most Christmas trees sold
in Hawaii have been delivered by
cargo ships from farms in the Pacif-
ic Northwest. Last season, sellers
suffered losses when hundreds
went unsold, forcing them to give
many trees away.

But this year, smaller orders
caused a major shortage across the
islands. Many major retailers sold
out. But some customers rebelled.

“He thinks he’s got us because
he’s got the trees. But we have the
money, and maybe we won't pay,”
shouted Barbara Taylor.

Bowling alley to close

ST. LOUIS — The historic
Western Lanes — St. Lou-
is’ last full-sized bowling alley —
will soon close its doors, sad news
in a city that's home to the Interna-
tional Bowling Museum Hall of

‘ame.

AMF Bowling Worldwide Inc.
says that next month the 36-lane
bowling alley will end a run that
began in 1962.

That will leave only four small al-
leys — two of them at Catholic par-
ishes — in a city that once boasted
about 30 bowling halls.

The Western is offering custom-
ers $1-a-game bowling until its
Jan. 30 closing.

Richard Weber, AMF’s district

cT GREENWICH — Wealthy
Fairfield County tops the
United States in Christmas tree
sales, according to a survey of
farmers by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. While fresh trees sell
for about $30 in most parts of the
state, the average price is $50 to
$60 along the Gold Coast, growers
say. One nursery sells North Caroli-
na-grown Fraser firs up to 16 feet
tall for $500, including delivery
and installation.

Deaths from overdosing

ROANOKE — Drug over-

dose deaths are apparently
leveling off in western Virginia
after years of sharp increases.

Dr. William Massello of the state
medical examiner’s office says 136
area residents died of overdoses
through mid-August. Last year's
total was 223. This year’s total
won’t be known for some time,
since it takes several months to
confirm an overdose.

Driving fatalities decline

WAUSAU — Wisconsin is

on pace to have significant-
ly fewer traffic fatalities this year
and fewer than the five-year aver-
age, safety experts say.

They cite increased seat belt
use, stiffer law enforcement and a
tougher drunken driving law. As of
Friday, 744 people died in traffic fa-
talities, about 9 percent fewer than
at the same time a year ago, offi-
cials reported.

port has tardy image

PHOENIX — Phoenix Sky

Harbor International Air-
port ranked seventh-worst in the
country among 31 major airports
in on-time departures from Janu-
ary through October, according to
U.S. Department of Transportation
statistics.

The tardiest airline this year in
Phoenix was Southwest Airlines.
Southwest is revamping flight
schedules to improve its on-time
numbers, said Bill Owen, the air-
line’s senior schedule planner.

Notices e-mailed free

DOVER — People interest-

ed in state government can
now sign up for e-mail notices
about everything from regulatory
changes to General Assembly
votes.

The free service includes most
‘major state departments and agen-
cies. For several years, parents in
Delaware have been able to get
weather-related school closing no-
tices e-mailed to them.

Bay of Pigs museum
MIAMI — Ground was bro-
ken for a museum recalling

the failed Bay of Pigs invasion of

1961. A restored B-26 bomber will

be part of the display at Ken-

dall-Tamiami Executive Airport.
Cuban-American exiles from

Miami filled the ranks of the

U.S.-led invasion. Ten exile pilots

and four American airmen died in

the attempt to dislodge Fidel Cas-
tro from power.

Stories and photos from wire services
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Remembering a WWII vet

T've appreciated reading the coverage of
the 60th anniversary of the Battle of the
Bulge. My uncle, Pvt. Irving “Buddy” Clem-
ents, died in that battle 60 years ago.

According to records we have read, the
Germans had captured several soldiers. My
uncle was on a hill nearby and saw what had
happened. He began to fire at the Germans
who were guarding the men, giving some of
them time to escape. He was killed by the
enemy returning fire.

My Dad and all three of his brothers were
in Europe fighting at that time. My grand-
mother had said that she woke up one night
out of a sound sleep to see a vision of a sol-
dier. She knew then that one of her sons had
been killed. She was notified shortly after of
Uncle Buddy’s death. He was buried at the
cemetery in Luxembourg.

I have a lot of respect for the men who
fought for our freedom in World War II. I
want to thank them for their sacrifice. I
know that my dad was forever changed by
the time he spent in Germany.

I'm glad to be able to support my husband
as he does his part in the war we fight today.
1 pray that we can stand firm and finish
what the enemy has started, just like our fa-
thers before us.

Martie Carter
Heidelberg, Germany

To the writer of “No CIB in an Army of
One” (letter, Dec. 10): First and foremost, I
think soldiers need to stop whining about
not being awarded a badge that is distinc-
tive to a particular military occupational
specialty. Let's look at the name of the
badge: Combat Infantryman Badge. It is
not the Combat Military Policeman Badge
or the Combat Truck Driver Badge.

Every MOS [military occupational spe-
cialty] contributes toward taking the fight to
the enemy. Particular ones are just more di-
rectly involved in engaging the enemy. Ev-
eryone faces danger every time they roll out-
side the wire, but let’s keep the badges
where they belong.

If the letter writer still feels he deserves a
CIB here is my suggestion: The next time

his window opens up, talk to
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his career counselor about reclassifying to
the appropriate MOS that will allow him to
be eligible for it. Unless he is willing to do
that, I suggest he stop whining.

The infantry earned the nght to wear a
CIB by being infantry soldiers. If the writer
is keen on changing Army regulations so
that other MOSs are eligible for the CIB,
then there are other avenues he can pursue
instead of complaining in a letter.

Sgt. Michael C. Ramirez
Camp Falcon, Iraq

Worry about surviving, not CIB

1did my active duty as an infantryman in
Fort Campbell, Ky., with the hard-core 1st
Battalion, 187th Infantry Regiment and
with the 2nd Infantry Division Currahee
Scouts up in the Demilitarized Zone in
South Korea. I have been serving as a mili-
tary policeman at Abu Ghraib prison in
Baghdad for the past 10 months.

Doonesbury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:
U.S. Mail: International mail:
Readers’ Forum Stars and Stripes
Stars and Stripes 7-23-17 Roppongi
Unit 45002 Minato-ku

APO AP 96337-5002  Tokyo 106-0032

Via fax from ]apan 03-3408-8936;
DSN 229-3271

Via fax from outside Japan:
[CD’QAHZ(%BWE +81] 3-3408-8936;

E-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil

Do I think that I deserve a Combat Infan-
tryman Badge? Of course not. I clearly un-
derstand AR 600-8-22. What’s so hard to un-
derstand? If you are not infantry, you just
don’t get it. Period. Back in garrison nobody
wants to be a grunt, probably because we
were always out in the field training, while
everybody else, well almost everybody, was
back on post enjoying everything else the
Army had to offer. Now, all of a sudden, ev-
erybody wants to be infantry. Why? To wear
the CIB because it looks cool on your uni-
form?

T'm not saying those in other military oc-
cupational specialties don’t do as much as in-
fantry units do out there, because every-
body is doing an outstanding job, and if we
all did our job without worrying about what
award we will get for doing it, it would make
everyone’s life a whole lot easier. If you
wanted to wear the CIB, you should have
gone infantry. You knew that there was a
slight possibility that you would be going to
combat, unless you signed up just for the col-
lege money.

Guess Whatt This is reality. Welcome.
Now, would you just please stop complain-
ing about it and just keep doing the outstand-
ing job every one of you has been doing so
we can, one day, all be back home with our
loved ones ... with or without a CIB? And
yes, we are an Army of One.

Sgt. Jaime Rodriguez
Abu Ghraib, Iraq

A complaint on complaining

That's it! I've had it with all the whining
letter writers and I've decided to throw in
my two cents’ worth. All my wrath is from
selected letters to the editor from the past
week.

W The Combat Infantryman Badge is for
infantry only (which I am not). Everyone
who complains about not being authorized a
CIB sounds like a little kid: “Mommy,
mommy, I want what that man has.” Good
for you. When re-up time comes, utilize the
Bonus Extension and Retraining program

and you can earn one, too. Why do you even
care about awards/enmlemems right now?
Worry about everyone in your unit making
it back to the world alive.

W Smoking is bad. People are complain-
ing about the Marlboro man picture. I agree
that smoking is bad (I don’t smoke) but so
are bullets, mortars, vehicle-borne impro-
vised explosive devices and roadside
bombs. I'd rather die smoking.

W Kuwait. Are you kidding me? How's the
vay-cay going? Yes, everyone there says
they want to be here. So put your money
where your mouth is and come join us up in
the real deal. So I won't be confused with a
“pog,” T am on my second tour in Iraq (I vol-
unteered to come back), I am a Purple
Heart recipient who would not leave my
unit when my father passed away because I
‘was raised by my parents to honor my com-
mitments. I have been over here more in the
past two years than I've been with my wife
and kids (whom I both dearly love). I am not
doing this for the awards (or lack thereof); I
am doing this for the honor of serving my
country, like my father and grandfather i
before me.

Spe. Jonathan B. Nunemaker
Iraq

?

What ‘holiday’ is it?

I went to a “holiday party.” I have been
wished a “happy holiday” over and over.
The Scout leader asked us to bnng a dozen
“holiday cookies” to the Scout meeting.
“Holiday” this and “holiday” that 1 feel llke
yelling at the top of my lungs, “What holiday
isit?”

It is, of course, the Christmas holiday. It's
the Christmas holiday not only because the
pope and religious prelates around the
world said so, but also because the U.S. Con-
gress and President Grant said so

It is a federally recognized hollday called
Christmas. In that respect, it's no different
from the 4th of July, Memorial Day, etc.

Today 87 percent of Americans believe in
Christmas. Of the remaining 13 percent, the
vast majority, if wished a Merry Christmas,
likely will say, “Thank you” and go on with
their lives. That leaves a tiny minority that
is trying to bring an end to Christmas as we
know it in the United States.

Social positions are like combat positions
in that more are simply abandoned to
enemy than overrun. Because the American
Civil Liberties Union and a tiny percentage
of hypersensitive people threaten every tra-
dition of Christmas, you are more likely to
be sued for wishing a co-worker or class-
mate a Merry Christmas than running a
Ponzi scheme at the old-folks’ home. So, to
avoid the hassle, many just give in, like get-
ting whining children what they want. But
most parents know that the more you give
in, the more they will whine. Sooner or later
the crybabies have to l-Je told that enough is
enough.

So, Merry, Merry Christmas everybody.
To the vast majority, take the greeting as it
is intended, a message of hope, peace and
joy, for a savior has been born.

To the lunatic fringe, think of it as nothing
more than glad tidings for the federal holi-
day that is, after all, Christmas

oug Schumick
Stuttgart, Germany

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

VR TTESE ENDICATE G700t B o

A BiG+
CHRISTMAS...\.

I, /{M? THINKING OF ﬁ777/V6
-GCREEN TV




Thursday, December 23, 2004

- STARS AND STRIPES -

3 ) PAGE 23

OPINION

Pins on our lapels and hearts on our sleeves

BY RICK ATKINSON

WASHINGTON
ne morning in 1966, when I was an
eighth-grader at Gen. George S.
Patton Jr. Junior High School at
Fort Leavenworth, Kan., we were

mustered onto the playground in a forma-
tion of huge block letters that spelled: WE
BACK YOU. A helicopter appeared over-
head, and a photographer leaned from the
cockpit. The subsequent photograph, pub-
lished in a newspaper, was meant to inspirit
the troops in Vietnam.

As the sons and daughters of professional
Army officers, our impulse was to close
ranks and stand where we were told to
stand. For us the affirmation was not politi-
cal, it was personal. We tried not to confuse
the warriors with the war.

Yet over the years as the war dragged on,
the dead stacked up and the country splin-
tered, that distinction became harder to sus-
tain. The suspicion that our soldiers were
risking their lives in a bad, lost cause soon
became so searing that many of us insisted
the war was righteous and winnable. To
admit otherwise felt like a betrayal of those
we loved; it also implied that we had been
duped. We closed ranks with the policy as
well as with the troops. We conflated the war-
riors and the war. So did the country, in
ways that became toxic.

Today the equivalent of “We back you” slo-
gans can be found on military posts across
the country, expressed in yellow ribbons
and lapel pins and yard signs supporting the
troops in Iraq. In a relatively small, volun-
teer Army, the agony of 1,300 dead and
10,000 wounded sears some communities

AP

A U.S. Marine walks beneath a tangle of electrical wiring during a foot patrol in Ramadi,
Iraq, on Sunday. For some in the States, keeping the warriors and the war untangled is hard.

‘more than others, and none more than the ex-
tended family that is the professional mili-
tary.

Many feel a profound disquiet: at the hard
truth that the central provocations for invad-
ing Iraq proved spurious; at the stress frac-
tures appearing within the Army and Ma-
rine Corps — great armies are hard to build
and easy to break; at the dearth of meaning-
ful allied support in a robust coalition of the
capable rather than a thin amalgam of the
willing; and at the risk of another rift open-
ing between the military and our larger re-
public.

Soldiers and their families also know, vis-
cerally, that war is corrupting, even a justifi-
able or inevitable war. Eventually combat
does bad things to good soldiers. Not that it
makes them capable of atrocity — the over-
whelming majority today are too balanced,
too professional, too well led for that, al-
though the rash of soldiers and Marines
court-martialed or under investigation for
various depredations in Iraq is unnerving.
But war is corrosive of decency and nobility;
it tarnishes the spirit. Perhaps the best exam-
ple is Wilfred Owen, the great English poet
who commanded a platoon in World War 1.

Shortly before his death near the end of
that war, Owen described sorting through in-
coming mail to his soldiers who had Just
been killed. “My senses are charred,” he
wrote. “I don't take the cigarette out of my
mouth when I write Deceased over their let-
ters.”

Since before the invasion of Iraq in March
2003, military communities in both the ac-
tive and reserve forces have closed ranks.
For them, their core affirmation is again per-
sonal, not political, although they instinctive-
ly and legally follow the military hierarchy
and the commander in chief. The senior of-
ficers among them, by tradition and train-
ing, offer their best advice on tactics and
strategy, then hew to the decisions of their
superiors.

But as this war grinds on, as these dead
stack up, soldiers and their families are
faced with the appalling suspicion that their
troops are risking their lives in a cause that
is uncertain at best and illegitimate at worst.

While some voice private doubts, others in-
sist — often with increasing stridency —
that the war is justified, that the insurgency
can be crushed and that naysaying under-
mines both national will and troop morale. T
admire their steadfast faith, even as I recog-
nize the dilemma. To disbelieve seems too
much like betrayal. Skepticism and dissent
appear inimical to service and sacrifice.

Keeping the warriors and the war untan-
gled is extraordinarily difficult, intellectual-
ly and emotionally. All that most of us can do
is to mean precisely what we say: We back
you.

Rick Atkinson, a former staff writer for The
Washington Post (where this column first
appeared), is the author of *An Army at Dawn”
and “In the Company of Soldiers.”

Peterson gateway to real news remained closed

here are times when it’s utterly hu-
‘miliating to be a working journal-
ist. This is one of those times.
Media fixation (OK, partial media
fixation, to be precise) with the Scott Peter-
son case was, or should
have been, an embar-
rassment to all Ameri-
cans, journalists and
nonjournalists alike.

For the cable news
networks and the tab-
loids, Peterson’s trial
presented a free key to
a Treasury Depart-
ment printing press —
an unfettered opportu-
nity to profit from titil-
lation by scandal-mon-
gering _ shock-schlock
journalism of the lowest caliber. Sadder yet,
it was a missed opportunity to teach Ameri-
can news consumers something of value
about an issue that may actually touch their
lives.

There was something about the Peterson
case that could have been reported, but rare-
ly if ever was, that might have helped peo-
ple. Laci Peterson was hardly alone as a
pregnant woman murdered by a spouse or
partner. She may have been somewhat un-
usual in that she was economically well-off
(or so it seemed), poster-girl pretty and ap-
parently in what was trumpeted to all the
world as a blissful union with Scott.

But the gruesome truth is, she was em-
blematic of a terrible (and preventable)
trend in American life. Studies have shown
that a leading cause of death among preg-
nant women is homicide committed by a
spouse or partner. And despite having lived
through two years of Scott Peterson’s inhab-
iting our living rooms, too few Americans
learned this while watching his murder trial.

Bonnie Erbe

Last year, The Associated Press reported,
“Homicide was found to be the leading
cause of death for pregnant women in Mary-
land, according to a March 2001 study pub-
lished in the Journal of the American Medi-
cal Association. ... [N]ationwide, the mater-
nal mortality rate was just 9.9 percent in
1999, the most recent year for which statis-
tics are available.

The AP release continued to say, “The
[JAMA] study reinforced at least two earlier
studies that found homicide to be the top kill-
er of pregnant women. In Cook County, I11.,
26 percent of the 95 deaths of pregnant
women recorded between 1986 and 1989
[were murders]. In New York, 25 percent of
the 293 deaths among pregnant women be-
tween 1987 and 1991 were homicides.”

Homicide a leading cause of death for
pregnant women? Did the cable channels or
tabloids make this clear during the trial? Or
were they too busy informing us about Scott

and Amber Frey, or detailing every meaning-
less personal interaction among the jurors? I
fear it’s the latter.

A Web site called Grade the News, which
‘monitors San Francisco media, sported one
of the more interesting articles I've seen
about the Peterson case. It quoted reporters
who covered the story and later confessed to
experiencing major embarrassment about
their chosen life’s work. One female report-
er was quoted as saying, “I believed, when I
started covering this, that it was totally sen-
sationalistic and overcovered and flimsy in
terms of affecting people’s lives.”

Then the Web site added, “More than a
year ago, Grade the News surveyed journal-
ists converging on Mr. Peterson’s hometown
of Modesto for the pretrial hearing. They
rated the story moderately interesting, but
by and large unimportant.

“One reporter, who asked not to be
named, said bluntly: ‘It is a shame that we,

as newspaper [reporters] and our friends in
the broadcast world, circle around this story
in the name of journalism. Few of us care
about the story or its implications — lack
thereof, I say.” ”

So why do they cover it? Ratings, reader-
ship, organizations desperate to grab view-
ers/readers at any cost. There’s little left
that’s noble about the Fourth Estate (or at
least large sections of it). Cable news and
tabloid periodicals, if they ever did, certain-
ly do not now have as their raison d’étre, to
educate Americans to salient facts in the
world around them. Or perhaps they do in
“slow” news periods, in between “Trials of
the Century” (of which there have been a
half-dozen in the last decade.) What will
they do now that Scott Peterson’s story is
nearing its end? Thank God, they must be
saying, there’s no shortage of trash news.
Bonnie Erbe is a TV host and writes this column
for Scripps Howard News Service.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

12
12
15
8
26 |27
31
34
37
45 |46
50
|53
Across Down 24 Greenspan subj.
1 Beyond control 1 Writer Kingsley 25 Ms. McEntire
5 Round Table 2 Report-card 26 Drudge
address heading 27 Verdi opera
8 Kohoutek feature 3 Look longingly 28 Laggard
12 Creche trio 4 Party pooper 32 Performance-
13 Farm implement 5 Petruchio’s enhancing drug
14 In a bad way challenge 33 Amateur
15 “— do” 6 Debtor’s letters songfest
16 Piratic potable 7 Knot again? 35 Sellout sign
17 Prepare a 8 Leg bone 36 Chaps
casserole 9 Comic born 38 Garden shelter
18 Put aside Irwin Kniberg 39 “The Trial
20 Related 10 Sort writer
22 Hard candy 11 Caustic 42 Unexciting
26 Street's boss solution 43 Reverberate
29 Dryly humorous 19 Forefront 44 Horace or
30 Lemieux milieu 21 Crucial Herbie ,
31 Unctuous 23 Master, in 45 Big Bird's home?
32 Put into words jungle movies 46 Whopper
33 Rounded handle 48 Abby's sis
34 Altar affirmative Answer to Previous Puzzle
35 Depot (Abbr.) N
T R[E
37 Felon
40 Indigent |
41 Garland [9)
45 Break ground
47 Lummox
49 Killer whale s[c L
50 Messenger's olu RIO[T
vehicle TTEls W NGEMGIE|T
51 Squid squirt olUINT T NIGHoulS[E
52 Actress Madeline NONCER LONRE
:i,‘,cs‘" d s|T[A[L[E EEL“
evidence 1
55 Black, in verse - OBD . RjO|T
12-23 CRYPTOQUIP
R 1 NROT SUJUCRNHC QHN
R O N A WURDHY RNHWC,
CXAPDY TAP SUT WAIJH
IAJ] CXRSSROQ IDHUC?
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: | DON'T EVER CARRY
AROUND COINS. I GUESS YOU MIGHT SAY I'M
AVERSE TO CHANGE.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals F
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Abuse of any kind can’t be allowed JUNIEILE

Dear Abby: You printed a
letter from “Beaten Down in
Oklahoma,” who said that al-
though she had a history of se-
vere depression, her verbally
abusive husband refused to allow
her to get medication “because
he didn’t believe in it.” He told
her she was “worthless”
and said he only kept her
around so he could

near the kids. That letter
could have been written
by me five years ago.

1 was nine years into a
physically and emotional-
ly abusive marriage. I
heard the same things
from my husband.

And afterward, when
he was trying to make
up, he too always said he
“didn’t mean it.”

Well, it turned out he did mean
it. Once he found his next victim
— a younger woman — he
walked out. As he left, he an-
nounced it was because every-
thing he’d said had been the
truth.

You should have advised “Beat-
en Down” to see a lawyer in

Dear Abby

addition to a counselor, while she
still has a shred of self-esteem.
Following my divorce, I got
counseling. Once I felt better
about myself, I met a wonderful
man. We're married now.
— Full of Hope
in Georgia
Dear Full of Hope: T
heard from many read-
ers who identified with
that letter and felt it
was important for her

to get away. Read on:

Dear Abby: A hus-
band who tells his wife
she’s worthless and
stupid is using verbal
abuse to wear her
down and control her.
Marriage counseling
and psychiatrists won’t help. The
man has low self-esteem and
tries to make himself appear
powerful and intelligent by mak-
ing his wife feel inadequate.
Every day she stays with him is
far more harmful to the children
than taking them and leaving.

— Diane in Pennsylvania

Dear Diane: It’s true; children
model their behavior on what
they're exposed to.

Dear Abby: As a clinical
social worker and therapist with
a strong background in the field
of domestic violence, I must
comment on your response to
“Beaten Down in Oklahoma.”
Your suggestion of marital coun-
seling is not recommended in
such situations. It can render the
victims more vulnerable to abuse
and manipulation after they
leave the counselor’s office.

Your suggestion of going alone
and building her own strength is
helpful. Contacting her local
domestic violence

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirlon

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form tour ordinary words.

NEEMY

4 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
ed

<200
All Righls Reserve

OSKET

MANTED DESPITE A TIGHT
BUDGET, HE
[ Ij BOUGHT A NEW
I A TUXEDO WHEN T
— WAS HARD TO:

for support is also
ed.

— LSCW in Maine
Dear LSCW: Thank you for the
input. The toll free number for
the National Domestic Violence
Hotline is (800) 799-7233.
Letters for this column — with your
name anc one number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
.0s Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Parents’ problems are their own

Dear Annie: 1am 26
years old and living in my
parents’ home while I
attend medical school full
time. My mother is miser-
able in her marriage to
my father (he is signifi-
cantly older than she is),
and it is beginning to take
its toll on me.

Every single day, Mom
complains that Dad ig-
nores her, doesn’t care
about her, and on and on.
She remembers every
wrong anyone has ever done to
her and nurses grudges. I have
been putting up with this misery
for a few years now, and it's
getting worse. I cannot stand
living here, but I cannot afford to
be on my own.

Tlove my mother and want to
see her happy, but she carries
around a lot of anger and resent-
‘ment. My father is the “king of
oblivion.”

He walks around as if nothing
is wrong.

When T suggest to Mom that
she see a counselor, she gets
defensive and claims she’ll just
“live out her life this way.” What

Annie’s Mailbox

can I do to make my
life, as well as my par-
ents’ lives, more posi-
tive?
— Desperate
in New Jersey
Dear Desperate: You
cannot make your
parents happy. They
are the only ones who
can do the work and
make the changes that
will improve their
marriage. Also consid-
er the possibility that
your parents are comfortable
with this level of misery. Some
people derive great satisfaction
in complaining.
Don’t get sucked in to your
parents’ problems. As soon as
you can afford to move out, do so.

Dear Annie: 1am newly
married, and my in-laws have
come to my home for dinner
twice so far. My husband has a
lttle sister, S years old.

“Cindy” is a picky eater, but
my real problem is with my
mother-in-law.

The first time they came to
dinner, Mom fed Cindy a bolo-

gna sandwich instead of having
her eat what I served. Yesterday,
they came again, and Cindy was
carrying a McDonald’s Happy
Meal. Yet Mom frets that Cindy
is unwilling to try new foods.

T worked very hard on my
dinner and was upset that Cindy
was permitted to eat junk while
we enjoyed a good meal.
wrong to be offended?

— Frustrated in West Virginia

Dear Frustrated: It’s natural
that you want to impress your
in-laws with your cooking, but
Cindy is 5 years old, and it sounds
as if she would not appreciate it.
Few children that age like to
experiment with new foods.

ave you considered the possi-
bility that Mom believes Cindy
would reject your cuisine and she
wants to avoid hurting your feel-
ings? While it would be nice if she
indulged the girl with something
healthier, there’s no reason for
you to be offended.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy

Please e-mail your questions to

Now arrange the circled letters to

SETTEA
form the surprise answer, as

( ]: j [1 I by the above cartoon.
000000000000

N AN AN AN N AN
(Answers tomorrow)

Yesterday's | Jumbles: PIETY SWOOP  STANZA  ABUSED
Answer:  When they drove by their alma mater they —
PASSED THE PAST

A

Family Circus
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or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, STTT W. Century Bivd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA o

reators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace

“TH!G YEAR 180T HIMTO VUT 1T IN WRITING
< AND HIS SIGNATURE "

©Gary Larson

The Far Side

Eventually, Stevie looked up: His mother
was nowhere in sight, and this was
iy 1 1onger tha foy deparment

com

Not a creature was stlrrlng,
not even a mouse ...

Non Sequitur
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The Pacific Forecast Allmaps, A o By A omthor com

Tide Table NORTHERN JAPAN
Today Tomorrow Today Friday

Wainland Japan Y High Tide 36128 36126
Yokosuka s30am Iszpm o19am 43ipm Cold under | Clouds and Snowand | Snow showers

Sitam Teopm  Ssam saspm sun flurries; windy
e Isndsoguipo 885 am 85Tpm  942am 9@2pm
Kunsan am 143pm.  t41am  229pm

4 4

Okinawa, Nafa oam 4siom  o21am 533bm | [SHANGHAI TORYO

uameAatarbor  G4dam adiom Taaam Sisom

Today Friday

43135 45135

Chily with | Cloudy and
hilly

Today Friday
43132 34
Mostly sunny; [Sunny to
briskwind | partly cloudy,

Mainland Japan
Yokosuka 10:34 am. 10:59 pm. 9am. 1145 pm.
Sasebo Tooam Szoom Zesam Sispm

Cheju Island/Sogwip'o 259 am. 357 pm. 347 am. 452 pm.

H Kunsan 749am 831pm  &37am  919pm
Okinawa, Naha 1105am. 114dpm  1149am none SOUTHERN JAPAN——
uam, Apra Harbor 1124 am.  none 1214am. 1223 pm SOUTHERN JAPAN
® For tides at other sites apply minutes below to Naha tides: Today Friday
Sukku, Ora Wan: -39, Sesoko Byochi: +11 high and low tde: . 53/41 53/41
8 low, Yonabaru, Buckner Bay: -44 high, -42 low. China Cool under Pam{ to
clouds, sun; a | mostly cloudy
Today Friday
Tatwan 7262 70159 ower
i Spotty Cloudy to
BANGKOK showers | party sunny
Today Friday
91169 9171 Clouds, hazy
Sunnyand | Sunny Thailand
rather hot
Philippines Today Friday
8575 85/75
Stray Partly sunny;

Friday
8773 87173

0 a
Sunnyto  [Mostly sunny
partly cloudy
artly to
mostly sunny
@ < .
P As of 7 a.m. Wednesday, Tokyo time
@ = <D = ¥ o

SINGAPORE

Partly sunny

Extended Forecasts

TOKYO KADENA SEOUL MANILA HAGATNA
Saturday: Periods of clouds and Saturday: Showers, Saturday: Mostly sunny, Saturday: Partly sunny, Saturday: Periods of clouds and
sunshine, high 45, low 36, high 68, low 57. high 30, low 13 high 87, low 73. sunshine, high 87, low 77.
Sunday: Periods of clouds and Sunday: Showers, Sunday: Mostly sunny, Sunday: Partly sunny, Sunday: Periods of clouds and
sunshine, high 68, low 57. high 30, low 14 high 87, low 73 sunshine,
high 49, low 34. high 87, low 75.

Tuesday’s USA Temperatures Thursday, December 23 U.S. Extended Forecast
e oow oy - An active weather day is in store for

much of the East Thursday as a

Albuquerque  47/26  Los Angeles  68/48
Amarilo 4520 Litle Rock 58/40 potent storm system progresses
Anchorage 2221 Louisville 54/35 northward out of the Tennessee
Asheville 55/28  Miami 72164 Valley. Rain will spread from the
Baltimore 41/30  Miwaukee 34/8 Southeast into New England; thun-
Birmingham 6348  Nashville 52142 derstorms will rumble across the
E'Smamk 35(/3/;; gﬁw :‘fmk 32/83/1 Carolinas into Florida. With the arrival

oise maha of colder air in the Northeast, the
Boston gggg Orlando Z?jgg backside of the rain will change over
Buffalo 3730 Phoenix 6744 to snow. In addition, flurries will ocour
Burlington 24/18  Pitisburgh 42135 across the Ohio Valley as precipita-
Charleston, SC  59/40  Portland, OR 48/36 tion wraps around the storm system.
Charlotte 55/33  Portland, ME  25/20 Meanwhile, the bitterly cold condi-
Cleveland 42/28  SaltLake City ~ 32/17 tions will persist across the northern
go:vmbus‘ OH 145‘?% gla nL;\:"z’ o ?2% Plains into the Midwest. Flurries will

ulu - i y
El Paso 64/40  San Diego 66/50 °"’e'5‘”ehad the R"CK"ehs' “,”vh"f g‘e"\y
Hartford 2922 SanJuan 86/72 0 sun shines across ihe fest Loas
Helena 3115  Tampa 70055 Much of the nation will be dry on
Indianapolis 48/22  Tulsa 53126 Christmas.
Jacksonville 66/44  Washington 44134
Kansas City 38113 Wichita 47117

Thursday’s Pacific Temperatures Thursday’s World Temperatures

ey HGHLOW  CiTY HGHLOW  CiTY HIGHILOW ary HIGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CiTY HGHLOW  CITY HIGHILOW
Bangkok 9169 Iwakuni 49/35  Sasebo NB 52/40 Acapulco 92173 Budapest 33/32  Kabul 39113 Nairobi 80/55
Beijing 26/16  Kadena AB 72/62  Sapporo 36/28 Athens 47/37  Buenos Aires  88/68  Kiev 21119 New Delhi 71143
Camp Casey 30/14  Kunsan AB 3524 Seoul 2917 Auckland 64/49  Cairo 69/47  Kuwait 69/46  Oslo 38/22
Christchurch 58/39  Kwajalein 88/80  Shanghai 43/35 Baghdad 64/43  Cancun 82/67  London 52/43  Paris 50/41
Diego Garcia 87/78  Manila 87/73  Singapore 8975 Barbados 86/68 CapeTown  85/66 Madrid 47/40  Rio de Janeiro 72/63
Hagatna 85/75 Misawa AB 3527 Sydney 79/64 Barcelona 49/44  Geneva 40/38 Mexico City ~ 70/45 Rome 48/40
Hanoi 80/64 Osan 31115 Taegu 42/24 Berlin 47/41  Istanbul 36/30 Montreal 39/18  St. Petersburg 24/20
Hong Kong 72/60 Perth 78/60 Taipei 74/57 Bermuda 72/63  Jerusalem 59/45 Mogadishu 91/75  Stockholm 34/29
Honolulu 80/68  Pusan 4529 Tokyo 43/32 Brussels 50/39  Johannesburg 74/54 Moscow 17/11  Warsaw 37/36

Adverise your car, ruck, motoreycl,
oot or byl nSipes e
fometown News

Sell it.......Free! i .= sss=
individuals WI - o dealers!
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CLASSIFIED

Selling your couch, your
car or your Stephen
King collection?

Sell it FREE in Stripes
classified.

Free Ad Guidelines:

oo ads aro avatablo o DOD D card
okdors oy

Al ads must be maled, frad or
emaled. You may renew o make cranges
0yourad by caling 2293275,

o ads ru o 21days and o0 aspaco
avatatl bais oy

Bulld Your Business for As Little As $21 a woekl
Stars and Stripes offers the most effective and affordable way to reach the miltary community overseas. Ad
rates vary depending on the size of your ad and the frequency of nsertion. Please contact us for detals!

sl
Phone us at: ax us at:
404-9447 (Commercial) Q24257 (oo O Umt 385 oo o sansice
011-81- }SOM—QM? (Overseas) 229-3214 (Tokyo DSN) 7-23-17 Roppongi, Minato-ku,
SN) 02-2270-7141 [KoveaCML} ‘Tokyo 106-0032 J: anan

721-7141 (Korea DSN) Email us at:
721-7146 (Korea DSN) 55758 Ok D) dassifieds@pstrpes.osd.mi

Up to 32 words FREE for | *: St weerts v
21 days! Deadline to place, cancel, or make any change to an ad is five(5) business days pnm to publishing date. If the
adhas 2 pogrphica \errov Pacfic Stars and Stripes' labilty i to re-un the ad for one (1) additional day on
””””””””””””””””” the next available i , Any other problem wih advertising must be fled in writing no later than ten (10)
Name. oy et hefstnseron of 1 2. ACS camno e 1 upioeGown r Scevays
Address AlCassiod I
Your ad Classified advemsmg is accepted from DoD personnel (private party ad Classified advertisements) and al

organizations which provide a senvice of inerest o the miltary communiy (business advertisements). Al ads
ot oo acispanc accordngt 9 ol and el ment of P s and Spes
Gassifd sdveremens mist be acceltle for our geral

miltary/family rez zaa.snuPamvm tars and Stripes has the right to m
Unit 5002, oMLoe 3423 vemmanyandauaascunsmeveumappropna«emrpunhcannn
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69058 |\ iena . 2004 Corla 9500 i - Okinawa 170 _ | cdorton@asis mediattinet  or | 55\"n6 &1 have Baon usod and | Couriney-Assorted _women's
CalTraey 48 5775

call racy 6465772 | e stil n their original boxes. | clothing, sizes 7-9 or medium,
Kaden - 2001 Harley Davicson | Foster. v - Baby. safey | BOUGM  fom Balest us but | incuces. pant suts, tank tops.
BRI R o e, O | g | Sl Tt Gl e
500, B ater marker foara | 815 112 ©252, $12,_ e8| g up spaceat hame: Asang | and ress.parts. Fardy worn

e a e aoniom rico 155110 or ho sl and | 8395455

e e
! Eleclic %, Foster, Oinawa - Boys Taddler | {hen S55 for sioler ana S4s for | Courney - Materiy, Shits
SRS RS | BSiR S PR | BRIV, SR e 0 4 B Son Tl | Beh i G L | et ol
DD o Cosyatom. Have | Qe gt G gecharge 00 aurence ittt @ kadena atm comiorer, fat sheal fited iy | 3499 o cell 09007808504

ges e | ARG GAEAT, $3800.00 OBO; | 0908-668-9480 (Cell). Cleanest bike on | 528 sheet pilow case, wa joseph_meginnis @ hoimail.com
rotations/alignment. Really are a Kade"a 92 Wi Toyola ATSO | Coll 6331674 or  email | —————— ——————— mamw 1997 Honda Supor 4 3 Dr——
e o | oen s ol et e fedpra e ol S Ve T | R, 8 s e o BRI o caome

negota e or | Fhoe. Fans i ing Dec. Must| gver made. Collectors edition. i mail for pletures | o S X e caan, | dress up clothes for my 5-year
I mall| Widows,"Soats ‘snd Sumool | agena - 70 St for s |31 o i Fo o Goase medatinet or | g o, i sﬁga::m‘l&bm% dress up clothes for my Syear
knshnns\ey@holmaﬂmm for | Additions: _ Keyle 7y, | Must go immediatoly. $1,000.00 90-7587.7518 o 43eemtns g0 o %3800 | all Tracy 64 recliner seal, $5; bathtut oid daughter

it inlices 1 bathrobe.
{owels, 4 biankets, 13 onsis, 2 | Kinser, Okinawe - Whie Jenny

Kadana, - 1092 Toyoia Toun | mies 316k 08O, Call Gava @ | &3
e win S skymm 100! Dark | Ga2 2900 orGa9 44 6331237
e Flom Tres. Jah i un | Kadona 52 Toyo!a Vista v 1
20055225000 Call 6336005 | $100. JCI untl March 2005.| Kadena - PCS MUST SELL | changed 10003, Power cuery-
o —— totally | Toyola' Hilux Suri Gold Edit

fadenn - 1090 2oge zuona | bt A iy “CoLD!Electnt SR Vi pover ok, i
Wioom: e pover evelymmv Great _conditior oo, 4 dor

Kadena - 2004 Corolla 9,500 | oo, with
Cold " AC

r email me al
nishati@oasis medialtinet

$1005,208 | Foser,Otinawa - Matemity

Ground Eecs. Spoler. Kon- | b ko aue Cail227.3004
IR 45| 80050 v S0 e i S g BGOSR | et o
Kadena - 1993 Mark | Toure V: | 8- Al around now -speaxer | 00 unil Auaos 5008. Contai | Honda- Cii. ColdAIC, | CD | 9, medical condton.  Asking comes wih mtrces, malres | Zame, apan - Sy
Dar Hner green ook blck " S, Koz A | B g e mi o co | gy, 10 Due an 5. Aaking me 3 gl 2 Vs EE, | pai-and 3 Wit e sne clnlzm% Tor e pCing soom | Gy g
lew Optma- Batiry ‘included | 63575223, 0008 al g 40, Ema o pties | 100 T e Srena. i | o fom b

Asiing $4500 abo. Ak fo Man | 2 20— | G00°1042:1704 ane sl 6331454 (1) belore | Gioron@oasis mediatinet or| 6536102 rough 2 "‘W‘"‘ o S

08097870274 o Ancrew @ | Kadena - ivia_Turbo: | ———————— lease, o | call Tracy 646-5772 o 2 gox ful cmall
00075866047 o 61,5816 o™ Tt saton 1090 Eungs R | 551 Josin 050 579 20650 < i c;« gmgggss edat
ooorseesedr o | S e 6.t o cal

oo, edpse Boatl | st it sk n Sy o | o 4050100 Foster, Okinawa - Graco S| tnetorcaldesrre
080 1725 Gie0 O | Kadens - 04 Mitsubnt Pajers | b, "CB. P e lSoh iopwi glase Gpon iop 6.spced batery oper. | BIYCIES 220 |\aiona, Okinawa - miack e
8353711 or 080-1717-1160 » P Kadena - Hariey Davidson ol
ST BOUTITIE | gidoore, e300, | gas, | RsdaTh soms” | mnnuy i window Kenwood scrodlcas: sted wifh s ands;movah o et (e smal i e
Kadena - 1993 N, Styine ass/0D, Back upaalm speakers, 3GTR tr cooler, old AC, 4G | nd de e i cai ught at Wi y
e, g w8 | Adacent Suspension, Tow oo sigpia Gitch, et Guoﬂumu;\ugusmnus Fincar up, pats incuded. $125, last| 24 82 28" 1| Sagaminaa, dapan - dapanese |t Souoh i Wisens leare
PERYER Asing 540000 080 | 7.Sea. sy D";E".,n%‘“&ﬁ : Hna 55800 oo, Inresed? | 16" Grve oas  mieage | 535544t o S neve: s, pad 5100 | "as oo nlce” o wear' $100
> . a o omail | Asiin shallmil@yahoo.com for pic:
CALLOSOR® | Gl - 633-0072 19422268 .| DAN Q\QZWMO,W 2605 | asons, Oraa 2000 Yo | Fostr, Oknav - et car | ad asing $4. Gl 26 s0en | shelmil@yano com or
Kadena - 199 Toyoa Loun 2 | 000-8963 5500 el LA Bl B | seatarier for slo W 0950 | mm— | 00155
oo 'ccld A, COMP: " 1991 | cars shape and. wall mai. | for car t Kadena, Oldnawa _ Calvin
1 o oo iy avey. | K3na 94 Toytn St | Kror Gray Torta | Fionas iapre. or Aot ,md ,Jw "Bl | S & 1o gy ol % | Book Stores 250 _ | B "Suroa San
By, moon e Pt sver | By, auarat, oo A, | Corana for sl 41 o e | Transmisson.”Poter Soat 47| e bl Use or| SO OE S| PG snl Wy
167 %ime. JC1 052006, Asng | En0re ‘and body. n oree | 2006, Owned for 3 years_and Pl 2005, Hune Greal | Bakersb@oasis masatingr - | v moninsl S35 obo S2e°16. 520" Cal 6335040 or
$1500 0BO cal 6332077 conditin. JC untl Jul 2005, Wil | neve robiam. uns | Avaiale 14 Dec 04 $150000 smmennmoveﬁ@hn\mm\ mm Foster, Okinawa - UMUC CMIS | email sals7 @oasis mediat net
$1500 080 call 635-2077___| {6y Tn Sub Wl and Amp. | great, m(enor nice and clean. | Ca || 644455 o |Kadena, Okinawa - Pockel Bikel | o 3 o ———
1993 Toyol wndom | Ml 50 PCSg 85700 e | 66000 Cal o el v i | 55001500 5621 Year 9, o, racing | 660-6153.5036
\essman 0009 e Sty | Cal o, e questio 7-2960 | SIS | ik ifres, s a biasil $500 Gal i
05, or Malavo@komectnel | Would | Wi Boach Toyota Town Ace | 834-7564 (Gay), 630.6701 (eue- | Foster. Okinaw - Looking sexy lops and mses m. a,e
e A st | Beking@kadena e o Junka paroc good | Tuck, GreatorHaulg Mot X | n*1 g ) 1 "o"m'a" 11| dovble ,o%mg ol 1 2003 e fr o ovenn
Ky G5 o e | ET BReSATY iing oo, | bo_evert@riomaicom * | condion Wilngtopay Sl | S | ol mover Been o S
hen JC15. S5000, i sereo | sivor4DR. Auto. ovenyning Nesan Siyine | H5 "A"f“"eé ek 220115 9900 | Oyinawa - 1996 Honda Homel d condiion| Fytonma, Ofinava - Al Books SzﬂLngzs\gnl\lgyahwmm for
g Al 5\ 2 A | €1 sy 10 i g 2005, kg, 5500 | SRR s et r oxcolon | St em ooty | 46, mi condion; The Tand | p
Gall wit an offer. Phone R e s Kadena, Okinawa | have a siz
i | 5005, Satadle ater Doc. 4 | emel i Scaanar; | 1 $2:200 GBO. Call Ed- | Kadena - Graco battery operat: | Handogok of Creatie Wiing it Iy_cuslstyi
Kadena - 1993 Wnite Toyola vamvermgkmchens@yahwcnm Nco” fmanies, “door:cai| ™ win® %680, 5787 4428/ od g 515 A apor | 22 al Newon a0 B Sl Kot oo
oyt O o — e A 26.0070 e-maii $15,Graco nfant | 225 3‘“5“‘” or g4e-ds8s |y & e 2L ong e
. "RSR. lowaring sprngs, - % N ) ventura@rapid-ink.ne o o e 316, Jomy
S o0, S, | Kadena - 96 Nesan Skia 514 | T g AutosWanted 156 | SO mme el | see i Sy mi T
sk Co Snanga: 01 | SrZ0 non e, Sspe, 17| Kinser 1991 Tayote Magtr Ace Bl seat $5. Cal Deanna @ | poo A1 books | Cal Desiree @ 633-4269 o
o 2008 ke a ot cant | il Tl s | AT & Foater otk arestC | Kadena - American Car wantea! | AUtO Parts 180 [ sdshize. Futonma, Okinawa - Al bOOKS | gmail ‘mo @ gnjapan@kca
refuse. Call Chayenne (W)-634- o, st S i omrane e ,,m, 1 G cao s long 0 If g | ————————— are mint_condilon,  Nopon. | Simingp
6120 (H) 6464370 or E-Mai elhev smf’m 53508 oo Emai | Winows & Lo oo | 990d.  Contact_John @ | agena - Garmin hand heid | Kadena. Okinaua - Crb and Vuman " Communication
cheyenne. maneely @ kadena.al. Widaws & Socks, 10! §eod | 853 %00s.  Rar-erasiarss o | Kase e e e AT 329 8 Mianagemon Chram. | Kgdena, Onawa - Lane Bryard
i Spestacort oG aes Call 0906165462, 0906365 0765 i ar hod T30t o & ol o retioiackimrite tipes o n'ane
1994 4-door Toyola | Kadena - FREEL! Automatic | Kinser - 1984 Nissan Skylno | Kadena, Okinawa for | Kadena, Okinawa - Kerwood allcom for | Problem Solving i Ct- 26d | back wivhie pping) a
cEyes mack Jei ki Jon, 2007 | Nisan Pulsar Halotbeck Buns | CTS Now biakes, ce-Cod AT, | any e o ather l-ee or | 455wat cassate deck wih 10 mawe or cel\ 3357 o mors | Il CD, 550, Cal Nlsont | 65 ek e wnmw Size
vindow | good JC! until Feb. 2005, Come | New Tires, Excellent condition. | anything under a 1000 really | Disk chang infor Also have a lot of | 636-3018 (W) or 646-4568 ()| 14. $20.00 each. Great shape.
200 otn Bal see 8 Got'it Call Jason or Nisty at | 33500 O/B.O. Call 6372536 | Want a ar and need one 10 get | speakers. %emng,o,moucau By oo, i in o | or. _Emal: | romann(@ 1mat. | Cal 633-5048 or sals? @ oasis
085119473585 orwk 634-3196. | 300015 (day) or 637-3224 (avening). | to work please call 6337726 | Tom 633.6102. ton, wil throw i fo usme.mi mediat.net

Sell it.......Free!

Advertivg your cor, vurk, motercyi,
book, mmb in Siripes fona)
Mo chargel On usl
Upte e o cugy For 21y - el

wibod ooy ot 1203274
B il patipes.dand.
“edividucls aly - 5 decterst
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

Computers

360

L )
B800HighTech.com
CUSTOM COMPUTERS

Furniture 510

Yokota, Japan - Custom double

cealedrslovaqe unaemeam and
s ke now
Comgton No mare space el
o chaap- first reasonable offer
hes 1 I 28" fom

Voota 2205154 Tor oAl
5050003715

Clothing 320 | Furniture 510 | zama. Japan - Majestic cherry

e m.w

Kadena, Okinawa - Lane Bryant

633.5040 or email sals7 @oasis.
Kadora, Ofinawa - MOVING
ALE! Brand now Japanose sik
Pa‘amas s\M i package Store
mmucan x \al ex
Marooniaun (]
@mercan Iu-ge) e el
buy cal
Brareo & 85.4509 o erval
me @ gnjapan@kda atimiLne p
fadora, Oktava - MOVING
foanst Rl e Oy S5 Call
Desiee @ 6324269 or ol

Foster, Okinawa - Black marble
looking bedroom armorre: Excel-
lent condiion. $50 Please Call
465757

Foster, Okinawa - Queen size
bed - matiress. and box spring

mncheu@ksﬂenaavm\ o call

Kadena - For Sale 1 Dark Blue
Material Lay-2-Boy reciiner. X-
Lent condition and super com.
fortable. $200 OBO. Contact
Kayel or Cody @ 8336107 or

waod bar stools with_bac}
$125 each, two Sounder chev'v
wood bookcases $40 each,
- ompartrert weod s«mgn

5 530 o
G ki siorage’ cahme
white five-drawer bedrot

Chest $40. Call 263.8881

Household ltems 560

light-bulb §7 Email for_pictures
ai_force. ey @hotmal com or
call 6535906,

= | Kacena - FUTON - wood with

Collectibles 350 _ | black frame good condition, 550

| S Table o nal tabe- 375 cal
8356153 “or amail

Guam - waned 1 buy g

G, a2 D0 ingr | Sl o com a3 e

{ostalBaskeial ahd Bace
oall Lnokmi for Derek Joter,
nthony. Lebron

Stauoach, Email me your 15t of

dena, Okinawa - Looking for
your unwanted Sesame Street

Home Electronics 570

Kadena, Okinawa - Sony
disk CD piayer. Good cm\umnn
rotals _for asking

100,00, 633-2006 co

Kadena, Okinava _ Sany
Systom with DD play-

er nvs sunound speakers. and

wooler. Purchased  Chiist-

Wil sell for

00,
$150, Cal 332288 forgetas. | p

Kadena, Okinawa - Sony digital

surround sound speakers. $350
Call Scolt @ 632-3576
Kagera, Oinava - Sony reciv-
e CD changer, and fape
Sk Saing G TS 468,06 o
best offer Call Rick @ 6331505
6425520

Kadena - We have a lot of
X-Box games to sell. Wil sel for
‘cheap. Renging from S5 o $35.
Please call 632-3353 or email
il cury@Kagena atmi
s
Sagaminara - Soundesign
ANTFIT Sireo, doutle cascato
recorder, box speakers,
et Gonu, e e o
partments, S60. Oak_Design
Entenainient Conter n Excel-
mpar

lont Gondition, the TV ct
ment 5 Up 10,32 nch TV has
oo siorage araves an
Storage  seclion . with
Sied SR dost 8570, bal
2676353 after 1830 hours or

Ploase omail me at
shondanichols @hotmailcom or
call 633.0221

Kadena, Okinawia - Dark navy
blue Ruckmg Fecing: Tor cale
Askin ]
intoregto:

Yongsan - WANTED: Panmun

Kadena, Okinawa - Glass dinin
room (el i 4 chars; Only
used twice since bought. Asking
5400, w\teles\ed Gall Rose &
634-3278 or 5

Kadena, Okinawa - King bed-

EaTa e memerabia ot sae

0446460801 @jcom home.ne o
orteephons 455.55.7075

Computers 360

Fostor, Okinawa - Dall OptPlex
GX200, 1.0 GHZ, 256MB-RAM,
20GE-HDD, Win XP_Pro,

X2 NAY, CO-ROM, 25015
Floppy, 17° Del Mon, Keyboard,

£53

mouse, Speakers, al_or only | 2

S28 il
2r32an0330@yaioo.com o call
6466335

er, bod ski, 2 sheat sets, pilov
cases x4, king shams 13, ouro
(square) ' sham, 2 accessory
pilows, 3 vaars panei most
fike’ & plm
ing. 4 dleal 6 375t Sonous
inuiries only 633-1669.

Home Electronics 570

Camp_Courtney. OKin
Vamena X835 Powsr Amp
170 watt,_chanmel, Yamaha

any longer. §1000. OBO for
o, o can” by separily

budartsseyansocom)

Courtney, Okinawa - JVC Digital
Video  Camera  with _extra

Yokota, Japan - VG X888
VBK BO/DTS, sereo recaer
with remote control, $250. Call
227272

&

neyi2 caat damend
S Tog. w Yalow
gl see'? S ket

OQutdoor Living __77¢

Kadena, Okinave - 85,100 ect
chain nk fence, s,

Kadena, Okinawa
lawnmower: $120 new, snl\mg
70 Runs fino, with gas
Call os03702.0755 or emai
@kdaatimi
Kadena, Okinawa - Out
Glding Berch, Goog Sonaer,
st pever use " $1560 Cal
1078

Kadena, Okinawa - Set of whita
plastic  converls benches. for
Sale. Can be used alone as
outdoor benches or combined
253 penic able Thoy were $70
now 'and we aro asking
it B0l &1
intorested,
Yokota AB- Fence-East side
1321 prfessionally bull priva:
fence-1yr. old $2500
Trampoline-14 1t rampoiine and

d a | safely netling $250 (227-9275)

Pets 820

Foster- 3year ol mle Chiua:
wa. CKC ragistered. All shots

up lo et Micochpped. Ready
1 breed! $200,00 6465485

Foster, Okinawa - Free to

good homo o reat. Jamiy
og! Contact Todd ai 63007
or 0801087670

Okinawa - Beauul

hon pals over 81600, askm
$750 oo, 6554120 or‘emal
paulandbritt@ yahoo.com

mote/software
and all cables $300 Call Mike
6226235

Kadena, Okinawa - King sized
liest an b sping. Mt
ross is a pilow

ars o now and bnm bces
are in great shape. Asking $100
for 1 & S
interested

Kadena, Okinawa - Looking for
teap of free queen size bed

& Ryanzo. 02 @ yanoo.

Kadena, Okinawa - | have a

daniel meyer@kadena.al mil
Kadena, Okinawa - Sot

Sund Blathe Plainum Audoy
24t PCI with remote and bay | o
connections mc\uqu ﬂber 53
s, $70 or 05O,

ena, Okinawa - Slooy
Cauen for sale: Dark green n
Golor wilh Arizona style-pattern
Coucn'ang bed are 1 vy go0d
shapo. ' Asking $150. Gall
6331513 i nterested

Kadena, Okinawa - SOFA &
LOVESEAT croam colr, $175
Entertain
raven des\gn b\sck snd bePecz
955 a5y 8380 cal 6558139
1 Small Sholmil@yai.com
for

Fosor, Ofiane, - Ui pow

8

o jalks
N Heacpnonss. and Dvc»
gam dsk_incuded. 'S75
Contact 645-4228.
Foster, Okinawa - Play station 1
comes win 2 contoers nd 11
games (mostly spors_games)
absalie hzvgam for 80 cal
&

Kadena, Okinawa
damond platum eW?Q;med
S arond e 75 un

baguoties on s (el d-
monds on ring = 34 cl) Size 6.5,
gought in slatee from Zales ot
2. Wil sell  for
$170000 080 G 332774

Foster, Okmuwa ~Free 10 good

Fl
o

e st ocod Sonar 7o
Rt

Homprvoys - Dogorman piech:
e Puppy bom Aug8 2004,
shots ana dewomed Looiing
for's BlackAust
and
prnaym 1 ereseg. lasee i
g &l 0103681 0083
or01e11 s

Jobs Offered 630
| |

Are you interested in supporling
military history nol just
teadingahont it?

Stars and Stripes, a flrsﬁ amendment newspaper, is the
pinnacle of a military’s career. A tour with us can help you
move up in your military career and prepare you for your
career affer the military. Contact your detailer for information
on how you can be a part of the military’s best news
provider or email Lt Col Todd at toddd@pstripes.osd.mil
Stars and Stripes is a DOD field activity of the Office of
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs.

Openings include
Journalist:
TUSMC Tokyo  (Immediate Vacancy)
1 USMC  Germany (Immediate Vacancy)
TUSN  Tokyo  (Immediate Vacancy)
TUSN  Tokyo  Photo Journalist (SEP 05)
1 USAF  JP/GE  (Future billet available soon)
1USA  JP/GE  (Future billet available soon)
Reservists:
‘All branches S&S bureaus (Immediate Vacancy)

Your Hometown Newspaper

STARSWSTRIPES,

wwwshripes.com

Kadena, Okinawa -
Sngagement g it matching
weddng set. BEAUTIFULI |

Okinana

Sicknawa@yahoncom o Hart ecal s waranly | Sweot Goodwih smal e
efs Jowalers 10 | & dogs. Together or separate 1o

Kadena, Okinawa - 20 it TV brove .2l Askmg 17200 GBO | good homes. Great Chrisimas

$2500. 27 an TV i cl 653612z o emal for| Kitlesll 633 or

§20000 0BG st sel ASAP‘ F ¥ Sals7@oasis medattinet for

i clorost

ey ! san, Korea - Beauttu 144 | Okinaw - We Have o FREE

L SoldEngagerent g S | et

Kadena, Qinana 27" IVC Fra | diamon o | lack oo ity an e

Seroan TV Toaraid o004 | carata o0 Size 5. Bos Wo hao ano-cal'tut Just o

Coniton, T | Sies 1 US Tor S3100.00, Wil | much . and woud ike 1o jus

o o 500 sen ,m $150
Call 6332263 for ot

Kadena, Okinawa - If you need
a_greai looking and_ working
VR givo mo il 632 :\2112

Rysnzﬂ Wz@yahoo oo for pe-

Kadena, Okinawa - Video Card
Al in” Wonder Radon G4
Video card wih TV in and video
capiue capabity Orgnal box
$70 or best o

K 853 1hetor Email

Kadena, Okinawa - Tall ar

siurdy Korean chestdresser for

el sakng price 9505 O
i

Kadera, Onawa - Two room
dvers:

Kadena, Okinawa - | have a
FUSION box i two tens and
a5 sy moun
Paid 300.
o7 Bt il S tor $140.00
Power wires and speaker wires
included. Call 6323157,

Segariarn _pan - Compaq
PG, monicr” end

Kayboa
it 3o0a" e, 355, Gai
2676100

o s opteal” procach “on
Viually any" surace. - Asking
2000, Call: 011-501-7725.

Furniture 510

Butler - 2 booster seats, both
gray in color and i oxcellent
Sonditon.

fomiora” st but wil oot for
$15 each. 6225455 o joseph

and whic boug'\l al
fumire  siore " or. 550
Docided not 1o use. Wil sl for
550 ca. Call Scott or Jonniter @
6323676

Kadena - Two sofas mull
clor, wo cofee abes, Aus-
fralian aluminum smoked glass
10p & bollom 30T X160, Al
for  $200.00 firm. ~ Call
090.8839-9617

Kinser - Cmnz/D\sFIay Cabinet,
2 ond abls, cooable, ol

]

o S o Foste il 2o
for $900 OBO. For deals, call
090-1179-2067 or email fonesie-

dera, Onaws - Karaoke
Tracs (o s Wit brow i
STEDTASY g mrophones.
T o S e
oo 303 Gl o513,

tona, Okinawa - Link DI
120 MBS Plajor Bt 350 e

el o $160000 080, Email
andr ek@us army.mi - or
e

cne s hame i bagka
SR wogs ke 1 1 3 oo
Rome. Heaso cat 8642058 we

Toys 95 | Toys 945 _| Sporting Goods 980

ey Okaua . g e Vater Kora T L Ty
0 JOHN DEERE GATOR Elec. | tanguia ot
e s | hataning S Suices : Kadena, Okinawa - P
grplre, The lun side s over & | Eilpicai model 4a5e bare
Interior atiorm 1S 2" | used. Only one owner, bought
GIFTI $17500. Re- | osed with high side walls | ney, o1 BX 3 years ago. Asking
chargeable, Call 622-5285 o [ ASKIRS. ,zgfg 0. Call: | 500" Call 6336277 o1 emai
060 Gaba-doe0 OUSOLT7E. | Coitkes Goass medati net for
oo Zama, Japan - Pk Leaplog | pcures.
ey, Ok - Sold wood | 5o o sgen 5 Wil
o orine e condion. LazE!ngpmkhz: pack & lots of
Gl Chranea- present farcly used, excellent
Yo toader Bought o Lo | corion"S140 51 Wase @ | Kadena, Oknawa - Skl gear
Shoolaming com Wi sa o | £ 557 very cheap. Spi i bootios, a
35, Call 6250024 or emal Wel Sull. facemask. wilh nosa

form

Musical Instruments 740

Courtney - Tompo Drum Set; 9
poice Intluding Seal. Pear Pec.
&is, and exira heads & rings.
§309 obo cal 225519 & thoy
‘can bs brought

Fosler, Okinawa - Caslo ko

lighting _electronic

Hogel L. o1 soa v,
100-ones, 50-tythms. Comes

with stand and AC_adaplor

$120 firm call sbsmﬁn or email

Sfiokinawa @ yahoo.cor

Kadena, Okinawa - YANAGISA-
WA Tenor Saxophone 5550 call
0803:795-4444 o email
h2002man @ hoimall.com

Kadena, Okingwa - NEW, enly
used for a f
digial CD player with radio and
EQ with remote contrl. Verlcal

3 2

Kinser, Okinawa - Glider Rocker
vith Cttoman - §75 OBO Call
637-4386 or 090 8204 1554 or
email jenn8164@yahoo.com

Cauinoy, Ofinawa - Fite Trck

it intorosted _cal (H)
560 or (W) 623-7310.

Foster Onava 1 blck lde
rockerireciner

550, oxcalon! condion. Flease
call Debbie at 6468213

Feser, Qinawa - Back coflee

table with 4 glass top panels
about S sqvare 30 cal
646-4158  or omall

Yokota - Calfornia King water-
bed with full waveless mare
rawer pedestal, healer and
mirored headboard. Free. Gall
0428 52.5202

Yokota, Japan - Boautiul wood
enertainment _centor  cabinel
wih orital hand fiish, valued
3t $2.400, won as grand prize at
QWC Asia Bazaar, $800 OBO.
Call 2273359,

Yokota, Japan - Chemyfnish
dining " room  table with
cisnined chalis, 370, Call

Kadena, Okinawa - One Hitachi
VT-UXG4400AW  VHS  player
i tuner Ight se wih remle
oniro, §35 One JVC - XV-
s:noEK DVD player one yoar

Tava FB7S” reat peros
drect to disc $40. Call
6331830,

Kadena, _Oknawa: PINBALL
MACHINE - Market valie §1400.
My price $300 uly osiood. Al
elacironic boards cent)
anayzed and.rebu. Plaield
fully restored. Call 633-025

Kadena, Okinaw Play
Station mnmuen S15; PS:
controler,

Outdoor Livin 5

Fostr, Oinawa, - 35 p 20

ower and sieciic weed
catereager - Take boln pieces
for $55 obo. Call 646-5897.

Foster, Okinawa - Beauful
Patio Set: Like new! Wel cared
for.” Umbrll "5 in " box

nopencd! New $280 yours for
$1751 i plush chal pilows
and_top glass table s nicel
646.6858 * 090-6163.5036  or

rebekaimichaci?7 @ hotmail

Fosior Qkinawa - Muray
375 p lawnmover: (On

e i whael I he back) hme
rust but as good as e,

& X for Siz. Asking 550.
45614

Kadena, Okinawa - 100+~ fi

e ———
binds, size fis muiplex patio
doors, 90 x 84 inch, Asking 350
ea. Call 633-151311

Schwab - FTGH: 1 year old
male Welsh Pembroke. Corg.
Has been neutered and all shots

2

090-3793-3458. Ask or Pl

14| Pet Accessories 822

Kadena, Okinawa - 6ft x 6ft

c
090-1049-4229.

Photography 830

Gourtney, Okinawa - Hewlett
Packard 1.3 mp digital camere:
Periect for clomenary. school
chilran. $40 " Call ~ Mike
6228235

Courtney, Okinawa - Sony Cy-
Ber shot 3 Smega. oixe g
Camera wih 64 m memory sick
and charger. $120' Call Mike
6226235

Foster, Okinawa - Olympus

cameral Email meyersaoams
mediatt net o c

Kadena, Okinawa - One.
Navica - FO73 great pictures
diect o disc’ $40. Call
635-1630.

Toys 95

Courtney. Okinawa - Rockin

aitinel or call 622-6424

oy oy a1 1 e SDONGGo0s 90| 8 rcs d Bhey

more. vl e useﬂ Ym daycare. FUSKE' OKNWE - 48 Ibs. asst. | Contact me for soparale prces

:mm?lsasscau 646-5757. Voko a aﬂiP'E'S- $20.00 each. 2 klmhe@yahou cnm ov r,al\
%,

gam Y oyorse
o it win bag! bags. Email meyers@oasis.me- | naw:
g i win bag! 6do6s58, | begd Emal meyersoon Kinser, Okinawa,

TR e L i
poline, litle rust on metal but in I‘en o f';sfzgg's
folee e s o o

Foctr Ofiawa Lt s | 200 condion Youpackand |l Xlags g, Call 67 40

BB coim [ | P S oo ke

By R B T o e Comaen

BT LR | e S

ers e e o B  vonsan, Lo now Taer
oot o verke Yormen, - Lo cow, Taver

Fostr. Onans — Svan L | 0SS | 1P 1ol ol et

Barbie Computer Greal Form | Dynamic Gold $-300 steel

Xias it dgal i X $16 yours | Crosswalk  GTS  Treaamil | QA1) o, 3300 st

fo ol 1000 veny cut | B monts, e onh et | B ongialy rced g over
i wong v S-0608 | e rea | condon,'oand | 58, 2 &

vebexahmnaewm@nolm "

Foster - X-MAS reindeer. 1
moving 1 standing $40 In
yours ol 5201

n
L LLELH

380781535

Tobekanmichael7? @ hotmal.

Kadena, Okinawa - Outdoors

Toys, Step 2 Super Tugay

‘Sandbox, $40: Brand new Stop
jelcome  Home Play house,

kitchenetie” $10 each Call
ST inerested

Kagera,_Okinawa - Sellng STARSHSTRIPES,
eling: D, Sar dols Nk e syl

AR ERCEIl  Buy Stripes this Sunday and
Vo bt ot e i o1 .

o G et "ot Sunday to get your
ER
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Thursday
AFN- 3 am.-College footba\l,
orts Bowr, Syracuse vs. Geordi
Yech at orlando, Fla. (did).

AFN-Atlantic, 9 a.m.-NFL: Pro Bow! selec-
tion show.

‘AFN-Atlantic, 10 am-College football

MAC Bowl, Memphis vs. Bowling Green at

(0. 24 Maryland vs. American
No: 24 Vi vs,Loyola Marymount
No. 12 Washington vs. ouswn
turday's gam
No games schedule
inday’s games
No games scheduled

Monday’s men’s scores

EAST
Bryant 95, Holy Family 70

Mobile, Ala. atholic 77, McDaniel 57
AFN-Sports, 10 a inboro 92,
nols ve: Missour! 3t St Lou Elizabethtown 85, Neumann 76

ARN-Sports, noon-NBA: Viemphis at Gold-
e

ARN-Sports, 9 p.m.-College football: GMAC
Bowl, Mempis vs. Bowling Green at Mobile,

Friday
(dﬁiflll-sﬂoﬂsq 2 am.-NBA: Denver at Seattle
lantic, 9 a.m.-College basketball:
Rlchmond at Pmsburgh
am.NBA: Minnesota at
AFN Allanllc. 11 a}‘m. -College basketball:

Providence at Me
'AFN-Sports, 1230 pm. NBA: Miami at Sac-

BA: Inside the NBA.
College football: Fort

Spor
Worth Bowl, Cincinnati vs. Marshall at Fort
Worth, Texas (did).

N-Sports, 830 pm. College football: Las
Vegas Bowl, vs. Wyoming at Las

Vegas, Nev. (did)

Salnrd

ARSports 430 am. N FOX FL Friday.
s, 5 a.m.-NFL: Green Bay at Mi

AFN- Allanll‘:, 9 am.-College football: Ha-
waii Bowl, Alabama-Birmingham at Hawail

All Times Japan and Korea Standard Time;
did ndicates delayed broadcast. All hsnngs
are subject to cha
for more informati

College basketba

AP Men’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated Press

men's  college * basketoall poll,  with
firstplace votes in_parentheses, records
through Dec. 19, total points based
points for a first-place vote through one
point for a 25th-place vote and last week's
rankin
Record Pts Pvs
nois (50) 100 1727 1
s (15) -
klahoma St. (5) 8
orth Carolin: 8-
ake Fore 9-
6. Duke. 8
7.5yracuse 9-
8. Kentucky 7
9. Georgia Tech 7
0. Pittsburgh 8
1. Connecticut 5-
2, Washington 8
. Gonzaga 8
. Arizona 7
. Texas 7-
. N.C. State 8
lowa 9
! Louisville 6
abama 9
eorge Washington 7
issippi St. 9-
7
6
6
siving votes: Marauette 69, Bos-
19, Oklal 3
nsas 12, 0regon 11 Ha.
me 7, Wichita St

6, West Virginia 4, Miami 3, Hondaz ,Fresng
St.2, lowa St. 2, 0ld Dominion 2, American U.
1, Téxas A&I-Corpus Christi 1.

Men’s Top 25 schedule

Tuesday's games
oDlo; 3 Oktanoma State”vs. Northwestern
No.4 North Carolina v Vermont
No. 13 Gonzaga vs. . Washington at Spo-
kane A
No. 14 Arizna vs. Manhattan
North Carolina State vs. Brigham

No-7 1owa vs. Texas Tech at the United
Center
. No,18 Louisville vs. Indiana-purdue-india-
olis
No. 23 Michigan State us. UCLA
day’s games
{tthe Savvis Cen-

ycoming &7 Arcadiaso
fagara 111, St Bonaventure 75
owan 75, Goldey Beacom 62

S it
Cormell

116, Wes(mms(er Pa.79
eshiva 86, CONY

Aubum 74, Delaware 46 _
Clayton SE. 8, Blu

S ware St 46 Jnckaormle St 64

. Kentucky 80, Savannah St. 64
forida Southern 70, Olivet Nazarene 57
ntucky Wesleyan 76, Missouri-St. Lou
‘ech 64, Memphis 55
oulEiana L imyette 67 Go
ouisiana-Monroe 75, Southerr
iddle Tennessee 70. Toledo "

i St 104, Florida A4l 50

C.Central 81, Queens, N.

i
outh Carolina 57, Fast Carolina 53
oum Forida 74, Ha International 66

oinbs 81 D
Cessee 17, Beimont ss

(C-Greensboro iam & Mary 62
Vanderbilt 86, Cent. | Michigan 54

gincinnati o5, Jackbon
Norimeters S 55

i
t Morris-Chicago 72
6, Cardinal Stritch 70

. Joseph's, Ind. 113, Titn 72

 Xavier 89, St. s, Ind. 86, 0T
2rbo 87, Bencdictine kan. 71

is-Stout 75, St. Norbert 15

Ark.-Little Rock 78, McNeese St. 68
rkansas 83, Lipscomb 54
e Word 70, 5. Arkan‘fas 61
ssi

7. Ark-Pine Bl 50
uston S 17, Arkansas st 74
2 AGM 62

563

‘exas-Pan Amer. 69, E\rmmgham -Sou. 57

Arizona st, 50, Northwestern 5

s Dominguez Hils 81 W. New Mexico 66

Colorado Mines
Montana st.Biings 107 Sclenss
STHRSd ek 7

UC Davis

UC Riverside 82, Sacramento St. 74

Utah 66, Coppin

Utaih Valley St 71, Webers( 58
TOURNAMENTS

sun Classic

Missouri lslomhem &3, Dominican, N.Y. 48

Club Holiday Classic
st Round
Feris St 93, Indiana
Way h. 74, mmanapon
Gutngger Hotels Rainbow Classic
st Round

Hawaii 54, Long B
Ol Noberts B, Gebrgetonn 63

AP Women’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Asst

ciated Pre

ess

Record Pts Pus
1.LSU (45) 100 1125 1
2. Stanfor 0 1056 2
3. Duke 101 94 3
4. Texas 52 924 4
5. Baylor o1 914 6
6. North Carolina o1 8% 5
7. Notre Dame 101 889 7
8 Connecticut 41 83 8
9, Tennessee 72 T4 9
10. Ohi 101 72 10

11 Michigan st. 91 6% 11
12 Texas Tech 2 53 12
13 i 82 524 13
I aosmnconcgn 71 518 14
83 419 15
12 Vendbibit 71 440 17
17. Maryland 71 3% 18
18 lowa 90 301 24
19. DePaul 72 262 21
20, UCLA 62 258 16
21 Purdue 63 224 20
22. Houston 91 200 19
23 Kansas st €2 1472
78 &2 2
35 DR 82 —
Others receiving votes: Arizona s, New
Mexico 38, Arizona St. iond 36, N.C.
State 24, Oregor\ u mmms 5 "Vilanova 18,
Jusa s ow: ch
9, We Vake Forest & Flor o .
5 Penn St 5, TcU 5 Auburn 3, Charlotte 2,

Chattanooga 2, Wi

Women’s Top 25 schedule

No 15
No.18

0.19
No. 25

No. 14

Texas Tech . penn state
Georgia st M

lowa vs. western linois
DePaul at St. Peter

Utan,ys. OKiahom:

om a
s gam
Boston College vs. aint Joseph's
Thursday's games

No. 8 Connecticut at Colorado State

No. 13

Minnesota vs. Drake
riday’s games

No games scnedmed

rday's games

No games schedu\

unday's games

No garmes sceCuled

jonday’s game_
No. 8 Connecticut vs. George Mason

Monday’s women’s scores

arvar

Yale 75,

amp:
Thormas
W. Carol

bion

Abilene
n

jelo St.

UNC-Greensboro

llegheny 60, Westmmsker Pa. 46
loomsburg 75,

i Quinniisd 5

ehigh 95 t ook bickinson 69
ows 89,5t Vin

Morgan St. 70

Alcor st 61 Jacksonvlle $t.58
1, McNeese
Cs Northridge 59, SE I.oms\ana r

Chattanooga 85, Wofford
Urman 64, ETSU 5
linols Yech 68, Spalding 63
esleyan 84, M\ssnun St. Louis 68
o o Copam st
ami 55, Montana 49

outh Caroline 66 Birmingham Southern 40
a7l

Dav
Niore 63, Buffton sa

079, iimington 68
lina 74, Davidson 56

6, Baldwin-Wallace 62
o 54 Manchester 43
ent. Michigan 47

e T
unt Mercy 55
ount Union 74

arkside 65, Northwood, Mich. 38

Ghiistian 8, St Edward's, Texas 64
lary's, Texas 4

%
Houston aam.s« 75, sam Housmn st.58
rry

issippi Colleg
o Pan Arserian 50

Oklahoma t. 55, ::xas Southern 39

Biola g,

ue santa Cr
n 82, Lew\s C\arkst 54

Gonsaga th portiand

ach St 54| Houstcn 52

TOURNAMENTS
Challenger Classic

First Roun
Glenvillest. 56 Fort Valley st 49

- Ania Pacrson, Sweden, 413,
ani Croatia, 3%.

e e, e,

sy Cicidon, Urited states, 305
ichacla Dorfmeister Austria, 297

Championship
Oral Roberts 59, UMKC 52
Thied s
W. Kentucky 84, Mem,
Hilton Wondland Nllls mch Classic

irst
Pepperdine 79, wngm W
vanderlcgs, BYU &

tate Classic
mpionship

 Carole Montillet, France, 204

ristina Koznick, United States, 183.
0. Magtina €l Germany. 178

per-c Standings

o
Ger 1762 Dorfmerster, 170.
. Kii
Ll Kok, taly, s

ina Maze, Siovenia, |
lexandra Mewssmuer Ausma, 110,

Char
Mississppi st. 8,

Place
SanJose st. 63, Grambling St 55
Juan Shootout

Charlotte 56, Puerto mco ‘Mayaguez 43
Fiorida t. 65, Fordhay
Rortimesiorn oa N, lowa 58
Towson 59, Toledo 51
HIBITION
. Utah 72, Utah Valley St. 70

Men’s World Cup
Tuesday
hau, Austria

AtFl

Giant Sfalom
4 Thomas Grand, Canada, 1590 (1:08.08,
1
2. Didier Cuche, 216,05
65, 1:08.40).
3, Bade, Miller, United States, 2:17.00

84, 1:08.16).

a. Eeruamm Raich, Austria, 2:17.05 (1:08.29,

5. Daron Rahives, United States, 2:17.40

Switzerland,

i Simoncell,laly, 217,60 (108.2,

nm . Defago, Switzerland, 2:17.7
5" kle Palantier, Finand, 21789 (10864,
‘9. E/Enired Moelgg, Italy, 2:18.15 (1:09.83,

21821

Andreas  Nilsen,
Fr‘cgnk Nyberg, Sweden, 21837

10. Norway,
:0826, 10853,

Dane Spencer, United States, 2:18.47

Erik Schiopy, United States, 2:18.50
,zz 1:09.28).
‘Arnold Rieder, ltaly, 2:18.67 (1:09.38,

. Gauthier de Tessieres, France, 2:18.69
.48, 1:08.21).
Overall World cup Standings

o Miles Uried Sates 558 points.
enjamin Raich, Ausiria,

erm: . Aus
fchacl Walchhofer, Austri, 395.
idier Cuche, Switzerland, 3
aron Rahives, United Statcs, 351,
. Thomas Grandi, Canada, 300,
. Lasse Kjus, Norw:
Marco Bucchel, Llechlenslem 257.
- Kalle Palan
orid Cup Giant Slalon Standings
ier five races)
. Thomas Grandi, Canada, 2
ode Milkr, United States, 260.
faier, Austria, 219.
emamm Nalch, Adsira 513
e Cuche, Swzeriand, 158

s
A wass\mmano Tlardone, ualy, 16,
. Davide cell, Italy, 15:

e batander. Fihiand, 146

. Didier Defago, Switzerland, 139.

Women'’s World Cup

Tuesday
Atst. Moritz Switzerland
Super-s

Hilde Gerg, Gerr 495,
indsey Ciidow, umted States. 11532
. Maria Riesch, Germany,

Fmerster Austria
Ll Seccn, ttaly, 1545
- ina Maze, Sigvenia

mily Brydon, 16
Fraenzi Aufdenbiatten, Switzerland,

Sweden, Sweden,

‘AnjaPaerson,
600,

e Kostrer. ttaly. ltaly, L1611,

5 Eabetn doerg

Overal Wor Cup Standings”
events)

1. Tanja Poutiainen, Finland, 441.

No. 5 Wake Forest at New Mexico
No.7 Syracuse vs. Rice
.8 Kentucky vs. William &

No: 3 Goorgia Tech va. Gharleston south-

(0. 11 Connecticut vs. Central Conn.t St. at
me Har(iord Civic Center
ngtan v, Sacred Heart

5. Cent
No: 18 Lourovie v New Orteans or Austin

y
19 Alabama vs. Texas A&M-Corpus
cist

Mississopi St vs,sacksonville t.at
M\sslssmp\ Coliseum, Jackson,
incinnati vs. La's:
‘Thursday’s gar
No. 10 Pittsburgh v Richmond
No. 20 George Washington at Florida Inter-

! HAP

Aem;zmsm‘ WITH

NECOTY
THAT You'L Kegp THAT

WHEN | WENT FROM 31 HOME Rws
COULD S Th

10 59, PEOPLE.

185 LBS. T 225 LBS.
ONE GEASON. T} TARW M Me st

Tus HELI? ) FELT TRAT MY PRIVACY WAS \WVADED. 1T
NP WHEN wz REDVEN THE BASIC

IATE. QTERDYV ‘\’Eﬁ‘ﬂm 1 ?ROMlsE

NOu CAN 5B THE
LOW CURVE BETTER
AN You'D THINK.

ate
et Kotena Crosin, mn

- Ania Paerson, Sweder, 14

.l Mamcuss, Umed states, 74,

Monday’s transactions

BASEBAL
American League
ANAHEIM ANGELS—Agreed to terms with

5 Grlando Cabrera on a four-year confract
to terms

ORIOLES—Agreed

ton, INF Ramon Vazquez, RHP David Pau\cy
ash from San Diego for OF Dave Rob:

EVELAND INDIANS—Agreed to_terms
wun 28 Ronnie Belliard on a one-year con-

" DETROIT TIGERS —Agreed to terms with OF

Alex_Sanchez ant randon Inge
one-year contracts.

MINNESOTA TWIKS -Agrecd to terms with
OF Jacaue Jones, DH Matthew Lecroy, 2

)
Luis Rivas, RHP Mat
ol Ryan orone-year contracts,

OAKLAND ATHLETICS—Agréed to terms.
with RHP Chadl raciord, AP T Larikkals
angd 26 Mark Elis on anclyear coniracts,

RS — RHP.
Groen rom Colorado for AL Adron Tayior.
Designated RHP Rett Johnson for assign”
ment.

icha-

TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS—Agreed to terms.
with RHP Rob Bell on

B
Brian Buchanan on minor league

TEXAS RANGERS - Acree t0 torms with OF
Dais DR, o 3 tnycar comact,

on a one-year
HP Steve Andrade outright
L

LHP Kent Mercker on a two-year contract,
28 D'Angelo Jimenez on a one-year contract
and 38 fravis Chapman on a minor league

FLORIDA MARLINS —Named ke Mordecai

anager of Jamestown of the
Yorlcbenn League. Assigned RHP Mike Neu
to Albuguerque of the pCL.

LOS ANGELES DODGERSAgreed to terms.

‘with LHP Wilson Alvarez on a two-year con-
tract and RHP Glovann Carrara,INF Olmedo
Saenz and 38 Jose Valentin on one-year con-
tracts. Claimed | LHP Frank Brooks off waiv-
e from Pttt

—Agreed to terms with

BB T Tocker and LR oy Erechenon

one-year contracts.
NEW YORK METS—Agree to terms with ¢
vance Wil n a on act.

Named Russ Bove amateur scou(m? dvrcc
tor, Bryan Lambe coordinator of profession-
al scouting, Rudy Terrasas. assistan

S Scouing. Gireeior Doy Chssaway
Texas and Louisiana area supervisor and
Fred Mazuca southern Caiiforia and Mexi

co area suj

Tt ook Rakuten of Jnpan Pamfyc
ague.
ITTSBUBGH PIRATES. Atreed to terna
w15 Dy
Named Trcvor ot Sredtor s Fon o

eratior
ST LOUIS CARDINALS—Agreed to_terms
Wity RHP Mike Lincoln on a one-year con
ract

Hilliard from the practice squad. Si
laude Harlottand OL Josn Parrs
practi
SAN DIEGO CHAGERS—Activated F8 An-
drew Pinnock. Waived CBéerre\l Pippens.

e the

gue Soccs
COLUMBUS CREW- Rorecd (0. (erms with
Greg Andruls, coach, on 2 new conl

RIZONA—Annountsd that men's basket.
ball s sophomore G Beau Muibach will rans-
fer to Tex
ORADO-Dlsmissed _ freshman

SAD Fom The men's bacKeReal teom
Torviolating toam rols.

EMORY & HENRY—Named Don Montgom
ery football coach.

LSU—Announced sophomore F Regis
Koundjia nas eft the men's pasketoall team:

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE—Named Norman Jo*
seph football coact

NEW_MEXICO  STATE—Dismissed sopne-
from the men’s bas-

for violating team and NCAA rules.
SOUTHERN_ CALIFORNIA—Annotinced the
resignation of Rick Maierus, men's basket-
al
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Iverson hits 50 again,
but 76ers lose to Jazz

The Associated Press

Allen Iverson was unstoppable again, hitting long
jumpers and running floaters from every angle on
the court.

“Yao Ming just parked his big body under the bas-
ket and made one easy layup after another.

With a dazzling display of quickness and shooting,
the 6-foot Iverson scored 51 points Monday night, be-
coming only the seventh player in NBA history to
reach at least 50 in consecutive games.

But he fouled out with 4.5 seconds left, setting up
Mehmet Okur’s winning free throws in Utah’s

103-101 Victory at Philadelphia.
“If a guy’s going well, you milk
NBA it. You just keep running the
same play over and over until
L~ Tverson said.

That's exactly what the Hous-
ton Rockets did, going down low time and time
again to the 7- foot-6 Yao, who finished with a sea-
son-high 40 points in a 114-102 victory over the visit-
ing Raptors.

“It seemed like he was just imbedded in the
paint,” Toronto’s Eric Williams said. “It seemed like
he spent 20 seconds in there sometimes.”

Tracy McGrady added 34 points and 12 rebounds
for Houston, which set a season high for points. Yao
also grabbed 10 rebounds and shot 13-for-16 from
the field.

Only one of Yao’s baskets — an 11-foot turn-
around jumper late in the fourth quarter — came
from more than 9 feet out. He hit five layups and
four dunks, one 5-foot shot and two 9-footers. He
also made 14 of 18 free throws.

At Philadelphia, Iverson followed up his 54-point
game Saturday in Milwaukee with another gem, be-
coming the first Sixers player to score SO in
back-to-back games and the first Philadelphia play-
er to accomplish the feat since Wilt Chamberlain for
the Warriors in 1962.

The last NBA player to score 50 points in consecu-
tive games was Antawn Jamison in December 2000
with Golden State. Iverson joined Rick Barry, Elgin
Baylor, Chamberlain, Bernard King, Michael Jor-
dan and Jamison as the only players to accomplish
the feat.

Iverson scored on a variety of shots, hitting
three-pointers, off-balance drives and a reverse
left-handed layup that brought the crowd to its feet.
He went 18-for-31 from the field, including 4-for-6
from three-point range, and 11-for-17 from the line.
He also had six assists.

“He puts up 50 points two nights in a row and he’s
still looking for us,” teammate Kyle Korver said.
“It’s pretty amazing.”

Iverson scored 21 in the third quarter to help the
Sixers overcome a 16-point halftime deficit, only to
watch from the bench as the comeback fell short.
After Okur hit his foul shots Willie Green missed a
runner, ending Utah’s seven-game road losing
streak and three-game skid overall.

Bulls 92, Trail Blazers 87: At Chicago, Ben Gor-
don scored 23 points with Michael Jordan in atten-
dance, and the Bulls won their fourth straight for
the first time since Jordan’s 1998 championship
team won 13 in a row.

76ers guard Allen Iverson questions a technical foul
on him. He scored 50 points, but he fouled out late in
the game and his foul led to the Jazz's winning points.

Suns 107, Nuggets 105: Amare Stoudemire had
32 points and nine rebounds, and Quentin Richard-
son tipped in a shot at the buzzer to help Phoenix ex-
tend its winning streak to nine.

Richardson finished with 19 points and seven re-
bounds, and Steve Nash added 15 points and 10 as-
sists to give Phoenix its second nine-game winning
streak this season. The Suns have won 18 of 19 and
eight straight on the road, one short of the team
record.

Andre Miller had 23 points and 11 assists, and
Kenyon Martin added 22 points and 11 rebounds for
Denver, which played without starters Carmelo An-
thony and Marcus Camby.

Grizzlies 82, Lakers 72: Shane Battier had 17
points, Mike Miller scored five in the final 2:46 and
Memphis beat the Lakers at Los Angeles for the first
time after 18 losses.

Kobe Bryant had 11 points, eight assists and six re-
bounds. The Lakers shot 31.9 percent from the field,
including S-for-28 from three-point range, and
didn’t make a field goal in the final 6:52.

Wizards 103, Warriors 101: Gilbert Arenas
drove the length of the floor, got past top Golden
State defender Mickael Pietrus and scored an acro-
batic layup with less than a second left to lift visiting
Washington.

Arenas burned his former team for 29 points,
seven rebounds and five assists as the Wizards held
on despite blowing a 14-point lead in the second
half.

Carter eager to show Nets his best stuff

The Associated Press

FORT MILL, S.C. — Vince Cart- et

after his first practice with the

sons in Toronto, where he was the
face of the franchise.

er’s strained left Achilles’ tendon
will keep him from playing Tues-
day night when the New Jersey
Nets face the Charlotte Bobcats.
But Carter can’t wait to play for
his new team and prove he hasn’t
lost a step or an inch on his jump.
“I'm going to make a lot of peo-
ple eat their words when it’s
time,” the former Raptor said

Carter was traded from Toron-
to to New Jersey on Friday for
Aaron Williams, Eric Williams,
Alonzo Mourning and two condi-
tional first-round picks. The deal
was finalized Monday. Mourning
probably will be bought out of his
contract.

For the 27-year-old Carter, this
is a new beginning after 6'2 sea-

Carter’s role with New Jersey
will be much different. The Nets
are Jason Kidd’s team first, then
Richard Jefferson’s. That doesn’t
bother five-time All-Star Carter.

“Im happy with it,” Carter
said. “I'm just there to be that
other guy, that third guy to help
out. Now who are you going to
worry about more? It's going to

e fun.”
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A WEEKLY LOOK AT LOCAL SPORTS

At Osan, school still in session

Prep teams learning, sometimes the hard wa

BY DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea
or three base high school
teams, this week’s Osan
Pacificwide Open Holi-
day Basketball Tourna-

ment has been a different sort of
classroom.

“Sort of School of Hard Knocks
101,” tournament director Tony
Mason said of Seoul American’s
boys and girls teams and Osan
American’s boys team, all compet-
ing against post-level adult teams
from Korea, Okinawa and Guam.

They've faced a much different
caliber of opponent than in Kore-
an-American Interscholastic Ac-
tivities Conference play: older
players, bigger, stronger, more ag-
gressive, physical and experi-
enced, who regularly make the
moves and plays they're just start-
ing to learn.

The leammg curve has varied

American’s  boys
played like two-time defending
Far East Class AA tournament
champions. They not only won a
game — the first by a high school
team since the tournament began
in 1987 — but clobbered Korea’s
Suwon Trail Blazers 68-42 and
cut a 22-point deficit against
Camp Humphreys to six before
falling 93-83.

W Seoul American’s girls lost
their opener by 20 points to Osan
American but then
fell by a combined

ning our plays against a higher
level of opposition. Our growth
shows. It makes all the difference
in the world. It’s all positive.”
hen Pacificwide open tourna-
ments such as the Martin Luther
King on Okinawa have opened
their doors to high school teams,
they've been a platform for the
younger players’ experience and
rowth.

Smce 1995, Kadena and
Kubasaki High Schools on Okina-
wa have played in the MLK. Only
a few times did their boys or girls
teams make the playoff round.
Kadena’s and Kubasaki’s girls
placed third and fourth in the
MLK last year, the highest any
prep team has finished there.

When Osan American entered
its boys and girls teams in the
2002 Osan tournament, each fin-
ished 0-5 in round-robin play and
failed to win any playoff games.

But players and coaches say it
isn’t about wins and losses; it's
about what they learn.

Seoul American’s girls domi-
nate KAIAC. They've won the
league title and postseason tour-
nament yearly since 1993 and fin-
ished in the final four of the Far
East Class AA Tournament seven
consecutive times.

The Falcons’ closest game in
this KAIAC season was a 31-point
victory over Osan American.
Coach Charlotte Hicks said she
wanted something a little tough-
er, and the Osan tournament has

given just that to
a team that will

seven points in

i ol es  MGTOGCL thal s e G
games. competition, in February.
two-point loss 10 . “To get that
Ca‘linp Humphlre);S we enter this competition, we
and a one-point set- i -
back to Yongsan  lowrnament ~— Smerthistourna

Garrison, the Fal-
cons had chances
to win in the clos-

and others to
try to get us

to try to get us
ready. I'm up for

lngr.;eecl) Si.i‘alcons ) The teams
broke through on  7€Ady. I'mup  were e
Tuesday. Led by se- for it 9y among post-level
nior Janel Daniels’ players  this
21 points, the girls Charlotte Hicks week. Said Su-
joined the boys Seoul American  won's osh
team in the win col- girls basketball coach mith, “They’re
umn with a 55-41 young, they have
victory over a lot to prove
Suwon.

W The Osan American boys
have had the roughest time, los-
ing by 66 points to Yongsan and
45 to Korea’s Kunsan Wolf Pack.

But players, coaches and tour-
nament officials said the experi-
ence in beneficial.

“They learn individually as
players and collectively as a
team,” Seoul American boys
coach Steve Boyd said. “This is
growth.”

“These guys are helping us
out,” added Osan American boys
coach Bruce Collins. “We’re run-

against grown men. But they
don't have anything to lose —and
that's what makes them danger-

“Even though we beat them by
20 points,” Defenders guard
Kazue “Jo-Jo” Dancer said of the
Falcons girls, “they fought all the
way to the end.”

But the tournament has risk;
fear of injury while facing more
aggressive players sometimes
can lead to intimidation. That's
why players must “keep it real,”
said Osan American senior guard
Chris  Durham. “Everybody

DAVE ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Seoul American’s Jamaal Mohn (3) tries to shoot between Suwon's
Desmond Kirby, left, and Maurice Jackson on Sunday in the Osan Paci-
ficwide Open Holiday Basketball Tournament at Osan Air Base, South
Korea. Mohn and the Falcons beat Suwon 68-42, but to coach Steve
Boyd, whose team became the first prep team to beat a post-level team
in the tournament, entering was about improving fundamentals.

knows their limits. You don’t try
to match their physical play but
stay within yourself. 'm not intim-
idated at all. Others, you can see
they are, but you can see them
play betier as they play more
against these guys.”

Jones said. “If we laid down, it
wouldn’t do them any good.”
Sometimes a military player
will get a high schooler
one-on-one during a break in the
action and impart “small hints” to
help improve the younger play-

Mason and other of-
ficials said they took pains to im-
press on post-team coaches how
they, too, can help with the prep
teams’ growth.

Injuries are “a concern to us
but in our coaches’ meeting, we
tell them the primary purpose of
high school teams here is to help
them progress and develop,” he
said.

Coaches and players try to do
their part with mentoring the
high school players.

In Osan’s 79-55 victory over
Seoul American’s boys, “I told my
guys to play hard and let them
know how it feels, give them
something real, show them what
it’s like,” Defenders coach Tony

san
:wmgman Ramon Moss

“I'm happy to help (hem with
that,” he said. “If you truly love
the game, you don’t mind giving
back to it. They’re the next gener-
ation.”

‘Wherever three prep
squads finish, the lessons they
learn this week are pnceless, Col-
lins said.

“We're learning a lot running
plays against defenses we haven’t
seen,” he said. “We're learning to
slow it down, think about running
the plays, don’t feel the pressure
and have fun.

“We’ll be a lot better team”
after the holiday break.

E-mail Dave Ornauer
orny@pstripes.osd.mil
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Louisville’s Petrino signs $1 million-a-year deal

The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Louis-
ville football coach Bobby Petrino
signed a contract Tuesday that
will pay him $1 million a year and
a $100,000 bonus if the Cardinals
win the national championship.

The 43-year-old Petrino was
making $550,000 a year under his
old contract. The new deal adds a
$50,000 bonus if the Cardinals
reach the Bowl Championship Se-
ries title game and another
$50,000 if the Cardinals win it.

Louisville will join the Big East
next season. The Cardinals were
not eligible to automatically quali-
fy for the BCS as members of Con-
ference USA.

“That’s what our goal is,” Petri-
no said of the BCS. “It’s certainly
something that’s out there for us
and something we’re committed
to getting done.”

The seventh-ranked Cardinals
(10-1) earned the highest ranking
in school history and led the na-
tion in points and yards per game.
Petrino has been mentioned as a
candidate for several major

coaching  jobs
(W [CPTM in the past

month, but as-
sured members
of Louisville’s
athletics associ-
ation board Tuesday morning
that does not intend to leave.

The new contract, like the old
one, runs through the 2010 sea-
son. Petrino will earn a $1 million
bonus if he stays through the
2007 season.

“I'm looking forward to the up-
coming years,” he said. “This is
the place T want to be, this is the
place my family wants to be.”

Louisville athletic ~director
Tom Jurich expects Petrino’s
name to be mentioned when
high-profile jobs open.

“There are certainly schools
out there that have more money
than us,” Jurich said. “But we're
going to do everything in our
power to keep everything stabi-
lized here.”

The Cardinals play No. 10
Boise State (11-0) in the Liberty
Bowl on Dec. 31.

foothall
briefs

Stanford-bound Harris
stays committed to Pitt

BY ALAN ROBINSON
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Pitt quarter-
back Tyler Palko clearly isn't
happy with the Panthers’ pending
coaching change, saying it
“stinks.” Coach Walt Harris
doesn’t seem all that thrilled with
it, either.

Harris, allowed to leave for
Stanford last week in a move
some players essentially consider
a firing, acknowledged it is an
emotional time as he prepares to
coach the No. 19 Panthers in the
Fiesta Bowl against No. § Utah on
Jan. 1.

“Sure,” Harris said Monday
night. “'m trying to act like it
isn’t, 1 guess because 1 think
that's probably the way you're
supposed to act. We were down at
City Council today for University
of Pittsburgh Football Day, and it
is very emotional. I spent eight
years trying to rebuild this foot-
ball program and I think we ac-
complished that.”

Asked if he wished he were
staying, Harris said, “I think
those questions are, unfortunate-
ly, behind us now. I do love these
players, I have told them how
much they meant to me, and that
life goes on.”

Some players were more vocal
about Harris’ departure, especial-
ly Palko, who unsuccessfully lob-
bied Pitt's administration to give
Harris a new contract. Harris
was signed through 2006, but the
school said the contract wouldn’t
be extended — an awkward situa-
tion that all but guaranteed a
coaching change.

“It's a business and it's cut-
throat and it stinks,” said Palko,
the son of a Pittsburgh-area high
school coach. “But being around
it my whole life, you understand
this is part of the job.

“Coach Harris has been great.

He hasn’t been selfish about any-
thing, he’s been all about the
team and we appreciate that.”

Harris’ 25-12 record since 2002
is the best for a Pitt coach over a
three-year span since Jackie Sher-
rill's teams went 33-3 from
1979-81. Still, athletic director
Jeff Long said last week he
couldn’t say he was “disappoint-
ed” Harris is departing.

Long and Harris were not
close, and Long was angered in
mid-October when the coach’s
former agent demanded the
school give Harris a new contract
or let him seek another job.

Long interviewed Carolina Pan-
thers assistant coach Sal Sunseri,
a former Pitt assistant, on Mon-
day and is winding down his
search for Harris’ replacement.
Among those interviewed were
Oklahoma assistant coach Bo Peli-
ni, Baltimore Ravens assistant
Matt Cavanaugh, New York Gi-
ants assistant Tim Lewis and Pitt
defensive  coordinator  Paul
Rhoads. Former Miami Dolphins
coach Dave Wannstedt pulled out
of consideration Thursday, say-
ing he wasn't ready to take anoth-
er job.

Pitt has signaled it wants to
hire a coach before the players
leave campus Thursday, but it
wasn'’t certain Monday if Long is
ready to recommend his choice to
chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg.

Some Pitt players think they al-
ready have a good coach, and
many remain confused about
why Harris is leaving.

“I think when it happened, it
was (a distraction),” third-team
All-America tackle Rob Petitti
said. “Now, we have our eye on
the bull’s-eye. Coach Harris said
he wanted to coach us in a bowl
game and wants to go out with a
win, and T want to go out with a
win, So we need to go and win
now.”

Ohio State suspends QB
Smith for Alamo Bowl

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Ohio
State quarterback Troy Smith
was suspended on Monday for vio-
lating team and NCAA rules and
will not play in next week’s
Alamo Bowl.

Coach Jim Tressel would not
say what Smith did or when the vi-
olation occurred, but said the uni-
versity became aware of the prob-
lem on Thursday.

“Obviously, he feels terrible
that he didn’t take care of his re-
sponsibilities,” Tressel said.

Smith, a sophomore, will not
travel with the team to San Anto-

nio for the Dec. 29 game against
Oklahoma State.

Justin Zwick, a sophomore, will
start. He had been the starter
until he lost the job after mildly
separating his left (non-throwing)
shoulder in the sixth game of the
season.

“I am aware of what is expect-
ed, both on and off the field, at
Ohio State and I have fallen short
of those expectations,” Smith said
in a statement.

Memphis gives West
contract extension
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Memphis
coach Tommy West agreed to a
one-year contract extension after

leading the Tigers to back-to-back
bowl games for the first time in
the program’s history.

West received the extension
Monday while in Mobile, Ala.,
where the Tigers (8-3) play Bowl-
ing Green in the GMAC Bowl on
Wednesday.

“I've made it very clear that this
is what I wanted to happen,” West
said. “I'm really enthused and ex-
cited it's going to work out the way
we wanted it to work out.”

West’s new contract runs
through 2009 and raises his in-
come to $800,000 a year.

Memphis has won eight or
more games two Seasons in a row
for the first time in 40 years.
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Crew coach Andrulis
agrees to new contract

The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Colum-
bus Crew coach Greg Andrulis
will return next season, agreeing
to a new contract Monday.

The 46-year-old Andrulis was
the league’s coach of the year,
leading the team to a 12-5-13
record. The Crew lost 2-1 in total
goals to the New England Revolu-
tion in the two-game Eastern Con-
ference semifinals.

Andrulis became head coach of
the Crew six games into the 2001

“I'm thrilled to continue as
head coach of the Columbus
Crew,” Andrulis said. “We have
some unfinished business that
will drive us toward the MLS Cup
in 2005.”

Terms of the deal were not dis-
closed.

Price’s 17-year run in top 50
of world golf ranking ends
JACKSONVILLE, Florida —

Nick Price of Zimbabwe slipped
to No. 51 in the final world rank-
ing of 2004, ending the most re-
markable run since the official
world rankings began in 1986.

Price had been in the top 50 for
arecord 17 consecutive years dat-
ing to 1987.

Greg Norman did it for 15 con-
secutive years.

The longest active streak — 14
years — now belongs to Davis
Love III, who ended the year at
No.7.

Mickelson to skip
winners-only Mercedes

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Mas-
ters champion Phil Mickelson has
decided to skip the winners-only
Mercedes Championships at Ka-
palua to start the new season, in-
stead making his 2005 debut in
the Buick Invitational near his
hometown of San Diego.

Mickelson is a two-time winner
of the Mercedes when it was
played at La Costa Resort in Carls-

bad, Calif. This

will be the sec-

Sports ond  straight
1 time he has
b"efs skipped Ka-

palua.

He also didn’t play in 2003, and
he wasn't eligible this year.

That leaves the Mercedes with
31 players when the PGA Tour
season begins Jan. 6.

Once the tour reaches the main-
land Jan. 20 at Torrey Pines,
Mickelson will play five of the
next six tournaments through the
Ford Championship at Doral. The
only one he will skip is the Nissan
Open at Riviera.

Grandi wins second
giant slalom in three days
FLACHAU, Austria — Canadi-

an Thomas Grandi won his sec-
ond World Cup giant slalom in
three days Tuesday, while Ameri-
can Bode Miller extended his
lead in the overall standings with
a third-place finish.

Grandi overtook first-round
leader Didier Cuche of Switzer-
land with a superb second run, fin-
ishing in a combined two-leg time
of 2 minutes, 15.90 seconds.

Miller stretched his World Cup
lead over second-place Benjamin
Raich to 352 points.

Gerg wins women’s super-G

ST. MORITZ, Switzerland —
German veteran Hilde Gerg final-
ly won a race on the course that
has given her nothing but fits.

Gerg took the super giant sla-
lom Tuesday for her 20th World
Cup victory, completing the En-
giadina course in 1 minute, 14.95
seconds, for her second win this
season and first at the posh Swiss
resort.

American  Lindsey  Kildow
dropped to second after Gerg
overtook her, finishing in 1:15.32.
Germany’s Maria Riesch, makmg
a stunning comeback from injury,
was third in 1:15.40.
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Selig asks for more papers
on proposed Johnson trade

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The baseball
commissioner’s office asked Tues-
day for more paperwork to be sub-
mitted in the proposed trade that
would send Randy Johnson from
Arizona to the New York Yan-
kees.

An official of one of the teams
and a person close to one of the
players involved in the trade said
the deal had been submitted early
Tuesday to Commissioner Bud
Selig for approval. The two spoke
on condition of anonymity.

But Pat Courtney, a spokesman
in the commissioner’s office, said
later in the day that more docu-
mentation had to be submitted be-
fore Selig could consider the com-
plex transaction.

“We do not have all of the pa-
perwork,” Courtney said.

Selig’s approval is necessary be-
cause more than $1 million will
change hands. The Dodgers are
sending the Yankees the money
to pay part of left-hander Kazu-
hisa Ishii’s salary.

Once Selig approves, New York
wants a 72-hour window to negoti-
ate a contract extension with
Johnson. The five-time Cy Young
Award winner is owed $16 mil-
lion in the last year of his con-
tract.

Los Angeles would receive
right-hander Javier Vazquez
from the Yankees along with two
top prospects, catcher Dioner Na-
varro and third baseman Eric
Duncan, and the Dodgers would
get pitcher Mike Koplove from
Arizona. Los Angeles might re-
deal Vazquez to another team.

Arizona would get outfielder
Shawn Green and pitchers Brad
Penny, Yhency Brazoban and
Brandon Weeden.

Johnson and Green have
no-trade clauses. Johnson wants
to play for the Yankees; Green
has not yet waived his right to
block a trade.

The Yankees also moved ahead

on another

front. New
Baseball BFeTEETIES
George Stein-

roundup brenner was to
ith

free-agent center fielder Carlos
Beltran on Tuesday in Tampa,

a.

On a busy day of deals among
players eligible for salary arbitra-
tion, Anaheim agreed Monday to
a $32 million, four-year contract
with shortstop Orlando Cabrera,
and pitcher Wade Miller became
a free agent when Houston failed
to offer him a 2005 contract by
the midnight deadline.

Also, Minnesota outfielder
Jacque Jones agreed to a $5 mil-
lion, one-year contract, and Tor-
onto right-hander Justin Speier
got a $4.15 million, two-year
agreement.

Forty-one players on rosters
weren’t offered contracts by the
deadline and became free agents.
The group included Josh Phelps
of Cleveland, Eric Munson of De-
troit, Scott Schoeneweis of the
Chicago White Sox and Alex Cora
of Los Angeles.

Among players already free
agents, two left-handed relievers
agreed to two-year contracts,
with Steve Kline getting $5.5 mil-
lion from Baltimore and Kent
Mercker $2.6 million from Cincin-
nati. Los Angeles finalized a $4
million, two-year deal with
left-hander Wilson Alvarez and a
$3.5 million, one-year contract
with infielder Jose Valentin.
Texas completed its $1.8 million,
two-year deal to re-sign outfield”
er David Dellucci.

Also, San Diego acquired out-
fielder Dave Roberts from Boston
for outfielder Jay Payton, infield-
er Ramon Vazquez, minor league
right-hander David Pauley and
$2.65 million.

Cabrera replaces spunky short-
stop David Eckstein, who wasn't
offered a contract by the Angels.
Cabrera was dealt from the Mont-
real Expos to Boston in July and

helped the Red Sox win their first
World Series title since 1918.

Boston replaced Cabrera last
week with two-time Gold Glove
winner Edgar Renteria, who left
St. Louis to accept a $40 million,
four-year offer from the Red Sox.

Miller, who made $3.4 million
this year, was 7-7 with a 3.35 ERA
in 15 starts before a rotator cuff
injury sidelined him for the sea-
son on June 26. At the time, the
right-hander said he thought rest
would cure the problem and that
he could avoid surgery.

Jones, known for excellent de-
fense hit .354 with 24 homers and

s. The Twins also agreed
to one-year deals with second
baseman Luis Rivas ($1,625,000)
and designated hitter Matthew
LeCroy (5750,000).

Others who agreed to one-year
contracts were: Cleveland second
baseman Ronnie Belliard ($3 mil-
lion); Cincinnati infielder D’Ange-
lo Jimenez ($2.87 million); Balti-
more outfielder Jay Gibbons
($2.6 million) and pitcher Bruce
Chen (8550,000); Oakland
right-hander Chad Bradford ($1.4
million) and second baseman
Mark Ellis ($400,000); Detroit out-
fielder Alex Sanchez and catcher
Brandon Inge ($1.35 million
each); Expos left-hander Joey Eis-
chen  (§1.04 million) ~ and

right-hander cker
($657,000); Plttsburgh first bz
man Daryle Ward (8950,000); Ch!-

cago Cubs infielder Jose Macias
($82§ 000); New York Mets catch-
er Vance Wilson ($760,000); Phila-
delphia left-hander Aaron Fultz
($550,000); Los Angeles infielder
Olmedo Saenz ($650,000) and
pitcher  Giovanni  Carrara
($550,000);  Toronto infielder
John McDonald ($400,000); and
St. Louis pitcher Mike Lincoln
($360,000).

On Tuesday, the Yankees final-
ized their $4 million, two-year
contract with second baseman
Tony Womack.

Womack, who gets $2 million
annually, hit .307 with five hom-
ers and 38 RBIs last season for
the St. Louis Cardinals.

D.C. Council revives deal with MLLB

BY BRETT ZONGKER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The pro-
posed move of the Montreal
Expos to Washington passed its
biggest hurdle Tuesday when the
District of Columbia Council re-
versed course and approved a
ballpark financing law that elimi-
nated a provision that threatened
to scuttle the deal.

Major League Baseball, which
had threatened to scuttle the
move last week, said the revised
legislation was acceptable.

For the Expos’ move to Wash-
ington to become final, the law
must be signed by Mayor Antho-
ny A. Williams, a prominent back-
er of returning baseball to the cap-
ital, and baseball Commissioner
Bud Selig must declare arrange-
ments to use RFK Stadium next
year are “satisfactory.”

“We can now focus our atten-
tion on bringing baseball back to
‘Washington this coming season,”
Selig said. “To that end, the club
may now resume its business and
promotional activities.”

Baseball had put the move on
hold last week after the council in-
serted a provision that mandated
private financing to cover at least
half of the cost of the project, esti-
mated at $435 million or more. If
private financing was not found,
according to last week’s amend-
ment, the law would have been
voided.

After an amendment was
passed Tuesday calling for Wash-
ington and baseball to share the
cost for insurance limiting the
city’s liability on cost overruns
and completion delays, the coun-
cil voted 10-3 to repeal the

so-called “sunset” provision. The
council then voted 7-6 to approve
the revised law.

As part of the deal, baseball
waived its right to compensatory
damages for the first year if the
41,000-seat ballpark is finished
late. Instead, the renamed Wash-
ington Nationals would not have
to pay rent for RFK Stadium in
2008.

Council Chair Linda W. Cropp
said the changes could save the
city more than $193 million. Oth-
ers on the body disagreed.

“No one has answered why
Ma]or League Baseball can’t
pay,” said Councilman Adrian
Fenty, who called it a “horrible

eal”

“That's what I keep hearing
from residents: Why can’t these
owners pay their fair share?”
Fenty said.
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Majerus decides he’d be shortchan

Coach cites health concerns as reason for quickly backing out of job

BY KEN PETERS
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — At the time,
it seemed like a great idea.

Then, Rick Majerus thought it
through.

After making a snap decision to
take the Southern California
coaching job last week, Majerus
almost as quickly decided he
shouldn’t.

“Maybe yowre married and
Jennifer Aniston walks by and
she says, ‘C’mon, let’s go,’ ” Ma-
jerus said, trying to draw a paral-
lel with what he described as
being blinded by the dream oppor-
tunity to coach the Trojans’ bas-
ketball team.

Majerus apologized to the
school, athletic director Mike Gar-
rett and associate athletic direc-
tor Daryl Gross on Monday in the
room where he was introduced
with much fanfare last Wednes-
day as the coach who would take
over the team on April 1.

“I'made a mistake. I'd be doing
them a disservice and myself a
disservice. Right now, I just can’t

bring it,” a glum
Majerus said, cit-
ing health con-
cerns for his deci-

&/ made a
mistake. I'd

weren’t ~ getting

enough for this

sion to back out of . job for my stan-
the job. be doing dards. They

Majerus, 56, them a weren’t going to
has had  seven . X get the guy who
heart  bypasses disservice puts in 18-hour
and an ongoing days”  Majerus
battle with  his and myself a said.

weight, which has

“Ihave a fitness

been as high as disservice. issue. It all relates
370 pounds. He . N directly to my
also cited health LU MOW, I eight vve got a

concerns when he
retired as Utah's
coach last Janu-

Just can’t
bring it. 79

problem. And I'm
going to try hard
to do something

ary after 15 sea- about it. ... 1 don’t
sons, and has Rick Majerus want to have a
been working as Rick Majerus me-
an analyst for morial game.”

ESPN. That’s not to say he’s had any

He said he decided immediate-
ly to take the USC job when he
was offered it on Dec. 13, but had
second thoughts as early as last
Wednesday night.

“Ilooked at myself and thought
that I was a phony. I realized they

No. 7 Syracuse wins despite
Cornell’s 15 three-pointers

The Associated Press

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Syracuse
has 10 wins and just one loss —
numbers that don’t impress
coach Jim Boeheim.

The seventh-ranked Orange al-
lowed a Carrier Dome-record 15
three-pointers in an 82-69 victory
over Cornell on Monday night.

“If we don’t change, it'll be evi-
dent to everybody,” said Boe-
heim, whose 2-3 zone defense has
been the staple of a program that
won the 2003 national champion-
ship.
“We’re just not there,” he said.
“We can still win a game like this
when we don’t defend the three,
but we're going to come to a time
where we can’t.”

The Orange allowed that many
threes only once before — in a
96-92 victory over Southern Illi-
nois in the Midwest Regional
semifinals in the 1995 NCAA tour-
nament.

Syracuse was able to beat the
Big Red (3-6) for the 28th consec-
utive time by using a press to
force 17 turnovers, 11 on steals,
in the second half.

The trick now is for the Orange
to play the whole game the way
they did the second half.

“We have to play intense,” said
Hakim Warrick, who had 19
points and 10 rebounds while
fighting through double- and tri-
ple-teams all game. “The guys
that have been here as leaders
have to go out there and start the
game with intensity and the guys
coming off the bench will follow.
It's something we have to do —
set the tempo.”

The last time Cornell beal Syra-
cuse was on Dec.
eight years before Buehelm be-
came head coach at his alma
mater.

Cornell trailed 36-35 at half-

AP Men’s Top 25

time on Monday and was dream-
ing of an upset every time some-
body hit from long range.

“We were excited at the end of
the first half,” said senior guard
Cody Toppert, who was 7-for-10
from three-point range and had
23 points and seven assists. “We
knew we were in the game. We
wanted to come out and slow it up
in the second half and maintain
our poise.”

The Orange, whose only loss
was to No. 3 Oklahoma State,
scored 28 points off Cornell’s 23
turnovers.

No. 21 Mississippi St. 104,
Florida A&M 80: Lawrence Rob-
erts scored 25 points and Win-
some Frazier added 24 for the
Bulldogs (10-2), who won their
fourth _straight. Shane Power
added 18 points for Mississippi
State, which shot 53 percent from
the field and led by as many as 31.

Tony Tate had 17 points for the
Rattlers (2-6), who played their
eighth of nine straight road
games to start the season. This
was their third against a ranked
team as they lost to No. 1 Illinois

and No. 23 Michigan State by an
average of 31.5 points.

No. 22 Cincinnati 95, Jackson
St. 43: Eric Hicks had 18 points
and freshman reserve Roy Bright
had a career-high 17 points and
11 rebounds for the Bearcats,
who improved to 8-0 for the fifth
time in the last 10 seasons. Coach
Bob Huggins got his 550th career

n, improving his record at Cin-
cmnatl to 382-119 in 16 seasons.

Antonio Williams-Parker had
12 points for the visiting Tigers
(3-8), who shot 23.9 percent from
the field and committed 24 turn-
overs.

health problems recently.

“I think my health is good for
probably anything other than to
be an astronaut or a coach,” he
said. “T swam a mile and a quar-
ter this morning just because I
‘was so anxiety-ridden.”

Assistant Jim Saia, made the in-
terim head coach after Henry
Bibby was fired four games into
the season, will remain in the post
for the rest of this season, Garrett
said

Garrett said the search for a
coach will resume, although he
has set no timetable.

Majerus, this time not spouting
the one-liners that spiced up last
week’s news conference, seemed
contrite and apologized several

“My selfishness in wanting this
job and then my stupidity in think-
ing that I could undertake this,
put Mike Garrett and Daryl
Gross in an untenable position.
My apologies,” Majerus said.

Majerus, who plans to return to
his ESPN job, guided Utah to the
NCAA title game in 1998, losing
to Kentucky, one of the Utes’ 10
NCAA tournament appearances
during his tenure.

Considered among the top can-
didates are Pepperdine coach
Paul Westphal, a former USC
star, and former Iowa State and
Chicago Bulls coach Tim Floyd.

ging USC

LoS ANGELES TIMES/AP

Rick Majerus announced on Mon-
day he is backing out as Southern
California’s men’s basketball
coach less than a week after
accepting the position. Majerus
said he realized his health
wouldn't allow him to put in the
long work days he has in the past.
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Owens: Offensive burden shifts
to QB McNabb, RB Westbrook

OWENS, FROM BACK PAGE

“I don’t think it is any step back
too much with T.0. not being in
there,” McNabb said. “With those
guys in there, we are still running
our offense and those guys will
have opportunities to make plays
for us.”

With Owens, the Eagles won
their first nine games against con-
ference opponents by dou-
ble-digit margins, including five
games by more than 20 points
each.

Without him, they have to win
two playoffs games against inferi-
or teams in a weak conference to
reach the Super Bowl.

Philadelphia’s first playoff
game on Jan. 15 or 16 could be
against a team that finishes with a
losing record.

Owens’ presence on the field
and personality in the locker
room will be missed. But the Ea-
gles are used to overcoming sig-
nificant injuries.

In 2002, McNabb missed the
last six games with a broken
ankle.

Backup quarterback Koy Det-
mer and third-string AJ. Feeley
led the Eagles to a 5-1 record
down the stretch, before McNabb
returned for the playoffs.

Last season, free safety Brian
Dawkins, the defense’s best play-
er, missed nine games with a foot
injury, and Westbrook sat out the
playoffs with torn triceps. Still, if
McNabb hadn’t injured his ribs in
the NFC title game against Caroli-
na, the Eagles might have beaten
the Panthers.

“We’ll make do without him, ob-
viously, and the guys will step up
and play,” coach Andy Reid said.

The Eagles’ offense now must
rely on the arm and legs of Mc-
Nabb and the hands and feet of
‘Westbrook. McNabb proved this
season he is a precision pocket
passer, throwing for 3,839 yards,
30 TDs and only eight intercep-
tions, while completing 63.7 per-

cent of his passes and compiling a
103.8 rating.

Known for his scrambling abili-
ty, McNabb hasn’t had to run
much, mainly because Owens al-
ways seemed open. But with
Owens out Sunday, McNabb ran
for gains of 12 and 19 yards in
Philadelphia’s  winning ~ drive
against Dallas.

McNabb will have to resort to
scrambling now to prevent de-
fenses from focusing on West-
brook. None of the wide receivers
warrants being double-teamed,
s0 the Eagles have to hope for mis-
matches when Westbrook comes
out of the backfield. They’ll also
need Westbrook to continue gain-
ing plenty of yards on the ground.

There was a sense at times dur-
ing the season that some players
were tired of hearing Owens get
most of the credit for the team’s
success, and some receivers com-
plained they should get more
passes.

Now it’s their turn to prove
themselves.
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Lions holder Nick Harris lays on the ball after being tackled by Vikings
cornerback Terrence Shaw on an extra point attempt. The point would
have tied the game with 12 seconds left, but Minnesota won 28-27.

Break has Vikings
snapping to attention

BY DAVE CAMPBELL
The Associated Press

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. — The
Minnesota Vikings, in danger of
watching their season come com-
pletely undone, finally got the big
break they desperately needed.

“You take the wins any way
you can get them,” coach Mike
Tice said Monday, less than 24
hours after a bad snap by De-
troit’s Don Muhlbach prevented
the Lions from attempting the
game-tying extra point with 8 sec-
onds left and gave the Vikings a
wild 28-27 victory.

A little more than three hours
after that improbable finish,
Green Bay (8-6) lost at home to
ille and fell back into a
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tie for first place with Minnesota
in the NFC North.

That created a colossal match-
up at the Metrodome for Friday
afternoon, pitting the Packers
against the Vikings for the divi-
sion title. Tiebreakers assure that
the winner will clinch, regardless
of what happens in the regular
season’s final week.

“We’re starting to kind of come
back around here,” offensive coor
dinator Scott Linehan said.
“Hopefully we’re peaking at the
right time.”

After the offense stalled
throughout much of the second
half, Daunte Culpepper led two
long touchdown drives in the
fourth quarter. He was asked,
after the game, if the outcome
proved that this year’s team is dif-
ferent than the one that lost seven
of its last 10 and missed the play-
offs in 2003.

“I think it does show that,” said
Culpepper, who passed for 404
yards and three touchdowns. “We
just keep fighting all the way till
the end, no matter what. We had
Tuck on our side. If you keep fight-
ing, you have to gef a break some-

ime.”

Tice recalled a crazy play in
last year’s loss to the New York
Giants that seemed to start the
season-ending 3-7 slide. Clinging
to a one-point fourth-quarter
lead, Minnesota watched a
blocked New York punt was
scooped up by the Giants’ Wesley
Mallard — who ran 20 yards for a
first down.

“That kind of snowballed our

Green Bay at Minnesota
a.m. Saturday
AFN-Sports

Game time is Japan and Korea
Standard. Guam is one hour ahead;

Singapore and Hong Kong are one
hour behind.

season last year and put the black
cloud over us for a number of
weeks,” Tice said. “I don’t think
we've had that feeling at all this
year. ... This team has battled
until the end in every game. We
haven’t always come through
with the play to win the game,
with a stop to win the game, but
we certainly have not got that
‘Woe is me’ feeling.”

Though the Vikings forced
three turnovers and held the
Lions to 13 points until midway
through the fourth quarter, the
pass coverage remains a pressing
concern. Joey Harrington, booed
more than one time on Sunday,
passed for a career-high 361
yards after throwing for only 47
against the Packers the week be-
fore.

Detroit’s offense, now 27th in
the league, totaled 463 yards and
scored what should have been the
tying touchdown by driving 80
yards in less than 12 minutes.

“We’ve got to have enough con-
fidence in ourselves defensively
and get off the field somehow,
some way, no matter what it
takes,” Tice said.

Getting  cornerback Antoine
Winfield (sprained ankle) back
for the Green Bay game will help
a lot. Winfield looked good in a
workout Monday, according to
Tice, and should help relieve the
pressure on Brian Williams and
Terrance Shaw.

Shaw struggled with dehydra-
tion and chest congestion, and
Williams was worn out from play-
ing defense and three special
teams.

Backup Derek Ross struggled
again, and safety Corey Chavous
was forced to play cornerback in
the dime defense on the Lions’
final drive.

“I could go on for days about
some things that I could have
done better — but the bottom line
is that we won the game,”
Chavous said. “That’s all that mat-
ters to any of us in here right
now.”
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Raiders’ Woodson arrested for public intoxication

The Associated Press

ALAMEDA, Calif. — Four-time
Pro Bowl cornerback Charles
Woodson and safety Marques

Anderson were

arrested _early

Monday for in-

vestigation  of

public intoxica-

tion following
the Raiders’ victory over the Ten-
nessee Titans.

The Oakland Police Depart-
ment said the players were arrest-
ed at 4:20 am. PST in downtown
Oakland after refusing to leave the
back seat of a woman’s car. Both
were jailed briefly, police spokes-
‘woman Danielle Ashford said.

“Apparently what happened, an
officer in our transportation sec-
tion was flagged down by a woman
who said the men were in the back
of her car and wouldn’t get out,”
said Ashford, who was uncertain
whether the players knew the
‘woman. “They were very uncoop-
erative. They had problems main-
taining their balance, bloodshot
watery eyes and had a strong odor
of alcohol. They were acting in a
belligerent manner.”

Woodson, 28, and Anderson,
25, were booked into Oakland
City Jail. Bail is not required for

the misdemeanor offense, Ash-
ford said, but Anderson had to
post $5,000 because of an out-
standing traffic violation. Both
were released between 8 and 9
am., Ashford said.

Ashford didn’t know when the
players would appear in court.

“I's a situation where you'd
like your guys to not be in that sit-
uation,” said coach Norv Turner,
who has not spoken with Wood-
son or Anderson since the inci-
dent. “The thing we always talk
about, those hours are where
problems turn up. That's how you
avoid them, by staying out of
those situations. Again, I don’t
Kknow a lot about exactly what hap-
pened, so I'd prefer not to com-
ment on it until I do.”

Woodson, designated as the
Raiders’ franchise player in Feb-
ruary, didn't play during the
40-35 victory over the Titans be-
cause of an injured knee, but hus-
tled through the locker room
high-fiving teammates afterward.

He held out for four months try-
ing the get a more lucrative con-
tract but insisted in September
there’s more to be concerned
with than a long-term deal. Such
a deal could be in jeopardy.

He signed a one-year tender

NFL injury update

Injuries to prominent NFL players, fol-
lowed by team’s prognosis, (See Satur-
day's edition for Complate injury report
provided by the league):
ngals: OB Carson Palmer (sprained
Knee) uestionabie
Bills: RB Willis McGahee (hyperextend-
ed and bruised knce) stats tncertan,
Matt Hasselbeck
(elbow) l]ueslmnahle LB Chad Brown
footlerpectedin
itans: R Chris Erown (foot) will miss
e Taet g o

for $8.782 million after missing
33 days of training camp. Wood-
son has 74 tackles, 22 sacks and
two forced fumbles this season.
He hadn’t missed a game since
being suspended and sent home
by former coach Bill Callahan for
the final game last season at San
Diego for missing curfew.
Turner hasn’t had any signifi-
cant issues with Woodson.
Anderson was acquired in a
September trade with Green Bay.

Ramsey will begin next season
as Redskins’ starting QB

ASHBURN, Va. Patrick
Rdmaey has already won next sea-
son’s quarterbacks competition
for the Washington Redskins.

Coach Joe Gibbs said Monday
that Ramsey will be the starter to

begin the 2005 season, and he ex-
pects Mark Brunell to remain
with the team as a high-priced
backup.

“We're starting with Patrick,”
Gibbs said. “That’s who we're
going with. He’s our guy. We're
hoping he continues to progress.”

Ramsey has completed 65 per-
cent of his passes, with five touch-
downs and three interceptions
and an 83.3 rating in five starts
since replacing Brunell. The Red-
skins are 2-3 in those games, los-
ing to Philadelphia twice and
Pittsburgh.

“When somebody goes in and
starts playing good, the way I look
atit, he’s earned the right,” Gibbs
said. “That started from the first
day he went in there and started
playing good. I'm kind of reluc-
tant to pull guys in and out, so I
kind of give him a shot and we're
going until something would hap-
pen to tell me that, hey, we need
to make a change.”

The Redskins paid a high price
for Brunell in the offseason, trad-
ing a third-round draft pick to
Jacksonville for him and then

igning him to a seven-year, $43
million contract with an $8.6 mil-
lion signing bonus.

Martz denies he’s resigning

ST. LOUIS — As bleak as the
situation looks, Rams coach Mike
Martz isn't giving up.

Martz, whose fifth season with
the team has been disastrous, on
Monday had a strong rebuttal to
an ESPN report he might consid-
er quitting. The Rams were
among the preseason NFC favor-
ites after going 12-4 last year, but
are 6-8.

“T would never resign from this
job,” Martz said. “I love this job
and I would never leave these
guys. We've got a real solid crew
of young players and it's going to
eventually be a terrific team, and
T'm not going to ever walk away
from something like that.”

Martz has two years left on a
contract that pays him $3.5 mil-
lion annually.

“I coach because I want to
coach, and I love being here,”
Martz said. “That hasn’t changed.
We're going to forge on and get
this thing back up and running
the way it should be.”

Martz is 51-32, including play-
off games. He was the offensive
coordinator in 1999, when the
Rams won their first Super Bowl.
He led the Rams to a 14-2 record
and a Super Bowl loss in 2002.

Darius fined $75,000 for clothesline hit

The Associated Press

NEW YORK Jacksonville safety
Donovin Darius was fined $75,000 by the
NFL on Tuesday for a hit across the neck of
Green Bay’s Robert Ferguson that left the
wide receiver temporarily paralyzed.

Darius, who was ejected from the game,
wasn’t suspended because league discipli-
narian Gene Washington said this was the
first time he had been fined for a violation.

The hit came during the fourth quarter of
Jacksonville’s 28-25 victory at Green Bay.

Ferguson caught a pass over the middle,
and Darius hit him across the helmet and
neck with a forearm. Ferguson regained
feeling in his legs after he was hospitalized.
He remained in the hospital Sunday and
Monday nights.

He was released on Tuesday.

Darius said in a statement that he spoke
with Ferguson on Monday.

“We had a good conversation in which he

told me he has no hard feelings,” Darius
said. “We agreed that it was a part of
game. The most important thing is that Rob-
ertis OK.”

Darius, whose annual salary is more than
$4 million a season, was ejected from the
game by referee Ed Hochuli.

“You'violently and unnecessarily struck
your opponent in the neck and head area
with your forearm,” Washington said in his
letter to Darius.

Packers quarterback Brett Favre said he
expected a heavy fine.

“I don’t know him personally. He seems
like a good guy and it’s an unfortunate hit,”
Favre said. “And his comments were he was
going for the ball. Maybe he was. Maybe his
sole intention was to knock the ball out, but
lt]ual dldn 't seem like it.

“You'd hate to think that youw'd ruin a
guy’s career, and Fergie, by all accounts,
will come back from it. But mentally will he
be the same? I don’t know.”

Jacksonville coach Jack Del Rio defended
his player on Monday, saying Darius never
intended to hurt Ferguson.

“It was a nasty shot, but I don’t believe his
intent was to headhunt the guy,” Del Rio
said. “Our thoughts and prayers are with
Robert Ferguson. My understanding is he’s
doing OK up there and everything’s going to
be all right. But it was a scary situation and
avery serious situation.

“[Darius] plays a physical brand of foot-
ball, but he plays within the rules. He did
not go helmet to helmet. He did not project
himself or launch himself into the guy. He
attempted to club at the football and ended
up clubbing the guy in the head. It should be
flagged and it was.

“If he really wanted to hurt the guy, he
would launch himself or he would g0 helmet
on helmet and really kill the

Green Bay coach Mike Sherman called
the hit “a cheap shot.”

Green Bay's Robert Ferguson (left) was
knocked unconscious and was tempo-
rarily paralyzed below the waist.
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NFL scoreboard

American Conference

st

W LT Pct PEPA

{New England 12 2 0 857393 246

10 4 0 714297 206

Bilfaie” 6 0 571330248

Miami 3110 214 242 317
uth

y-Indianapolis 113 0 786 474 287

Jacksonville 8 6 0 571208253

6 8 0 .429 274 317

Tennessee 410 0 286 304 383
North

y-Pittsburgh 1371 0 929323220

Baltimore 8 6 0 571280225

Cincinnati 6 8 0 429313340

Cleveland 311 0 214 247 366
West

y-5an Diego 113 0 786 391 262

enver 8 6 0 571311274

Kansas City 6 8 0 429435 381

Oakland 59 0 .357284 398

National Conference

East
T Pct PF PA
929 369 202
357 256 367
7 253 300
7 209 234

yz-Philadelphia
Dallas

N.Y. Giants
Washington

-$
PO M=

y-Atlanta
Carolina
New Orleans
Tampa Bay

786 301 283
1429 300 298
429 301 374
1357 274 255

z
H
3

x:Green Bay
Minnesota
Chicago
Detroit

571 359 335

357 256 313

oo

=

seattle 500 319 326

34 38 3

*clinched piayoft spo
y-clinched division
zclinched conference
aturday's games
Pittsburgh 33, N.Y. Giants 30
/ashington 26, San Francisco 16
Atianta 34, Carofina 31, OT
Sunday's games
Houston 24, Chic:

ouis
ans 21, Tampa Bay 17
Jacksonvile 26, Greeh Bay 75
Gaidand 40, Tennessee 33
Indianapols 0 Balfmore 10
y's game

Miami 29, New Eng\and %

Friday's games
Green Bay at anesutz

aturday, Dec. 25
Oakland at Kansas Cify
Denver at Tennessee

unday, Dec. 26
hicago at Detroit
an Diego at Indanapolis

arolina at Tampa Bay

feveland at Mi
ay, Dec. 27
Philadelphia at St Louis

Monday
Dolphins 29, Patriots 28
New England 1171 71-28
Miami 73 712-29

First quarter

NE—Faulk 31 pass from Brady (Vinatieri

ik, 959,

Mia=Morrs 2 run (Mare Kl 6:30
uarter

i auerl kick), 7:01.

NE—Dillon 3 run (1
Mia~FG Mare 3

Quarter
Mia=Minor 1 run (Miare Kick), 650,
NE~Dillon'2 pass” rom Brady (Vinatieri
icl

irth Qua
(G \E~Graham ot e Sraay (Vinater

Yorrs 1run (pass failed), %07.
. n‘m:) Thompson 21 pass from Fecley (pass
alled), 12

First downs

Total Net Yards

Rushes-yards
assing

unt Returns
Kickoff Returns
interceptions Ret.
omp-Att-Int

Sacked-Yards Lost
nts

INDIVIDUAL STATIS

ngiand, Dillon 26-121,

Baﬂy 2-(minus. 2)
r 827, Chambers

orris 9-
ley 2 (minus2)
assing—New England, Brady 18-29-4-171.
Mnml Fee\ey 235015
New England, Patten 440,
24, Pass 37, oo

Graham

e 587 Thcmpsor\ A Clmare

224, Lee 1
Missed fieid goals—None.

Dolphins rally to stun Patriots

Brady’s INT

help Miami

erase 11-point hole in 2:07

BY TIM REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Miami already knew
it would be home for the playoffs.
The Dolphins might have also en-
sured that New England will have
to win once on the road to reach
another Super Bowl.

AJ. Feeley’s 2l-yard touch-
down pass to Derrius Thompson
on fourth-and-10 with 1:23 re-
maining capped Miami’s stirring
eback from an 11-point defi-
in the final three minutes, seal-
ing a stunning 29-28 victory over
the Patriots on Monday night.

Tom Brady had three touch-
down passes for New England
(12-2), but also had four intercep-
tions — including one that led to
Miami’s winning score. It was
New England’s second loss in 29
games, but one that means Pitts-
burgh needs to win one of its final
two games to claim home-field ad-
vantage for the AFC playoffs.

Miami improved to 3-11 and
avoided — temporarily, perhaps
— setting a franchise record for
losses in a season.

“We could easily have 10 wins
right now, but things haven’t fall-
en for us like they should of,” said
linebacker Brendon Ayanbadejo,
who made the pivotal intercep-
tion in his first career start. “But
tonight, who cares what hap-
pened the last 13, 14 weeks of the
season? We just beat the defend-
ing Super Bowl champions.
That'’s all that matters.”

Brady’s third touchdown pass,
a 2-yarder to Daniel Graham with
3:59 left, put the Patriots ahead
28-17 and seemed to wrap up a

victory for the rs. Heads
drooped on the Miami sideline,
and fans who braved an unseason-
able S2-degree night in South
Florida began making their way
to the exit.

They missed the highlight of
Miami’s season.

Sammy Morris’ 1-yard run, his
second touchdown of the game,
capped a seven-play, 68-yard
drive that drew Miami within
28-23 with 2:07 left.

And then Brady made an un-
characteristic mistake. Instead of
just taking a sack by Jason Taylor
on third down and resigning New
England to punting the ball, he
spun and threw blindly upfield.

“It's just not a good play, and if
we want to win these games, we
can't do that,” said Brady, who
fell to 5-3 against Miami. “We've
got to play better and it starts
with me. T've got to go out and
play better.”

Added Taylor: “Was I sur-
prised he threw i? I was. But I
was glad he did.”

Ayanbadejo caught it with
ease, and moments later, the Dol-
phins scored and salvaged some
pride from a lost season. Feeley’s
throw to Thompson was perfect,
in a position where only he could
catch it — and where defensive
back Troy Brown had no chance.

Feeley finished 22-for-35 for
198 yards, one touchdown and —
for the first time as a Miami start-
er — no interceptions.

“It’s a testament to A.J. Feeley
and what he’s done for us all
year,” said safety Sammy Knight,
who had two interceptions. “He’s
had some hard times, some tough

AP

Dolphins defensive end Jason Taylor sacks Patriots quarterback Tom

Brady late in the fourth quarter. Miai

intercepted Brady four times,

including twice in the final three minutes that helped Miami rally.

times, but tonight he hung in
there, made some crucial throws,
‘made some crucial plays for us.”

Brady’s fourth interception
sailed to Arturo Freeman with 58
seconds left, and Miami ran out
the clock.

“We just didn't get it done in
any phase of the game,” Patriots
coach Bill Belichick said. “It cer-
tainly wasn’t any one play. It was
a combination of a lot of things
and for the most part, they were
in Miami’s favor — especially at
the end.”

The Patriots lost despite a
121-yard rushing performance by
Corey Dillon, and they lost after

leading at halftime for the first
time in 32 games. Dillon ran for
one touchdown and caught a pass
from Brady for another.

Kevin Faulk also had a touch-
down catch, a 31-yarder that start-
ed the scoring and extended New
England’s NFL-record streak of
games scoring first to 19 — 22 in-
cludmg last year’s playoff run.

‘We can't fault anybody but
ourselves,”
ney H:
lead with four minutes to go and
we blew it

Travis Minor had a 1-yard scor-
ing run for Miami, which beat
New Engldnd for the first time in
the teams’ past five meetings.

Interim coach Bates makes pitch for full-time job

BY STEVEN WINE
The Associated Press

DAVIE, Fla. — Miami Dolphins interim
coach Jim Bates wore a suit to work Tuesday,
dressed for success — and a big job interview
— barely 12 hours after his team beat the
Super Bowl champion New England Patriots.

Bates met with owner Wayne Huizenga at
the team complex, hoping to remain head
coach next season.

“Believe me, Ive got a
Bates said.

He remained a long shot for the job, with an
offer to LSU coach Nick Saban perhaps immi-
nent. The only other confirmed candidate is
Oakland Raiders coach Art Shell.

Bates strengthened his case Monday night
when the Dolphins scored two touchdowns in
the final 2:07 and upset New England 29-28.
With the improbable comeback, Miami (3-11)
improved to 2-3 since coach Dave Wannstedt
resigned.

“It says a lot about the team,” quarterback
AJ. Feeley said. “It says a lot about coach
Bates. ... The guys in the locker room adore
him.”

a sales pitch ready,”

Players say Bales has brought to the job in-
fectious enthusiasm that has kept the Dol-
phins from qummg lhls season. When Arturo
Freeman made an interception in the final
minute to clinch Monday’s victory, he was

greeted on the sideline by Bates with a flying
chest bump.

The 58-year-old coach said he didn't fear
hurting himself.

“I was worried about hurting Arturo,”
Bates joked.

Bates last held a head coaching job in 1985,
when he led the San Antonio Gunslingers of
the USFL. His only other seasons as a head
coach were in 1969-71 at Sevier County High
School in Tennessee.

But the longtime defensive assistant has
worked with such successful coaches as Bill
Belichick, Frank Kush and Johnny Majors.

He even has ties with Saban — both were as-
sistants with the Cleveland Browns in
1991-93.

“I have a tremendous amount of confidence
in what I can do,” Bates said.

With little to motivate them except pride,
the Dolphins have played better since Bates
was promoted from defensive coordinator.

The biggest upgrade has been on offense,
with Miami averaging 23.8 points per game
under Bates, compared with 13.7 in the first
nine games.

“People say we're a different team under
him, and it’s true,” tight end Randy McMicha-
el said. “I will play for that man anywhere,
any day of the week.”

The offensive line, the team’s biggest weak-
ness this season, has blocked better in recent

Dolphins interim coach Jim Bates celebrates
Miami's victory over New England on Monday,
the night before Bates’ interview for the job.

weeks. And there are signs of progress by Fee-
ley, who made it &hrough a start without an in-
tercepuon for the first time Monday.

e mark of this team over the past five
weeks has been improvement and playing
hard,” Bates said. “It’s a credit to a lot of peo-
ple, with all the adversity and all the different
stories that are coming out, that these guys
have stayed focused and tried to win games
down the stretch.”
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Majerus apologizes to USC:
‘Right now, i just can't
bring it,’ Page 36

Stunning Fin-ish

AP

Miami's Derrius Thompson (88) catches a 21-yard, game-winning TD pass with 1:23 left in the game as New
England’s Troy Brown (80) defends on Monday. See details of the Dolphins’ 29-28 victory on Page 39.

DALLAS MORNING NEWS/AP

Eagles receiver Terrell Owens is helped to the locker room after being
injured early in the third quarter against Dallas on Sunday. Owens
needs surgery on his ankle and will miss the rest of the regular season.

More than
T.0. show?

Owens’ injury gives Eagles’
other stars chance to shine

BY ROB MAADDI

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Terrell
Owens invigorated the Philadel-
phia Eagles with his attitude, en-
thusiasm and MVP-type perfor-
mance.

Donovan McNabb and Brian
Westbrook will do their best to
prove this wasn’t a one-man of-
fense.

Abadly sprained ankle and bro-
ken leg will sideline Owens for
the rest of the regular season and
possibly the entire postseason —
a devastating blow for a team that
dominated the NFC and clinched
home-field advantage throughout
the playoffs with two games left.

But take heart, Philly fans: los-
ing the brash-talking, playmaking
wide receiver doesn’t end the Ea-
gles’ chances of reaching the
Super Bowl for the first time in 24
years.

Owens isn’t the only reason
Philadelphia is 13-1.

The Eagles still have McNabb
and Westbrook on offense, and
Jevon Kearse leads the stingiest
defense in the NFL. No team has
allowed fewer points (202).

“They will be fine,” said
Owens, who has an outside
chance of playing in the Super

Bowl if the Eagles make it. “It
doesn’t stop with me.”

While Owens was catching
passes, criticizing coaches and
teammates and inventing innova-
tive touchdown celebrations in
San Francisco, the Eagles
reached the past three NFC cham-
pionship games.

A lackluster receiving corps
was a major reason they didn’t
win one, but these Eagles are in
better position to finally get to the
NFL title game — even without
Owens, who had 77 receptions for
1,200 yards and a team-record 14
TD catches.

McNabb is having the best sea-
son of his six-year career, and
‘Westbrook has emerged as one of
the most dangerous running
backs in the league. The re-
vamped defense is champion-
ship-caliber.

Sure, receivers Todd Pinkston,
Freddie Mitchell, Greg Lewis and
seldom-used Billy McMullen are
ordinary. But tight ends Chad
Lewis and L.J. Smith are go-to tar-
gets for McNabb, while oppo-
nents still haven’t found a way to
stop Westbrook, who has 812
yards rushing and 73 catches for
703 yards.

SEE OWENS ON PAGE 37

MLB requests more paperwork on Johnson deal r.g. s
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